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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


AN AERIAL PERSPECTIVE of Bucklersbury House, the 
proposed fourteen-storey building to be erected in the City of 
London, shows its position in relation to St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
which lies a quarter of a mile to the west. A report of the dis- 
cussion on the proposed building which took place in the House 


RESULTS of operational research on a scheme of ; 
32 houses on a site at Norwich with the help of a tower crane 
show that on an average site a saving of about £100 per house 
may be expected. ; 

S. 


MR. E. D. JEFFERISS MATHEWS and Mr. S. Rowland 
Pierce have been appointed vice-presidents of the RIBA and 
Mr. P. G. Fairhurst and Mr. C. H. Aslin have been re-ap- 
pointed vice-presidents. p. 112 
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FIRE RESEARCH ON PRESTRESSED The various aspects of fire covered by the Report are many 


CONCRETE 


THE enthusiasm of the engineer and architect for using 
prestressed concrete has not always been shared by the 
authorities responsible for the approval of constructional 
methods in the interests of fire protection. While this has 
caused much hard feeling in the building industry, as the 
need for economy in structural steel was met by this method 
of construction, the fire authorities have been quite correct 
in their negative attitude, little being known about the 
behaviour of prestressed concrete in case of fire. How really 
serious is this matter is not so readily recognised; in the 
United Kingdom alone it is estimated that {24,000,000 worth 
of building and contents are damaged by fire annually ; 
iN 1951, some 5,984 persons were injured, 621 of them fatally. 
The same year also showed that the gradual increase in 
casualties over the last four years had been maintained. 


It is heartening to learn, however, from the Report of the _ 


Fire Research Board for the year 1952* that the Ministry 
of Works Advisory Council on Building Research requested 
‘as a matter of some urgency” the Fire Research Board, 
in collaboration with Building Research Station, to study the 
behaviour of prestressed concrete in fires. Apparently, 
this piece of research was begun in 1951 and, if the programme 
as planned is being adhered to, the results of tests carried 
out on small-scale beams are now being the subject of exchange 
opinions with the National Bureau of Standards in the United 
States. 

Even so, the tentative conclusions so far reached, and pub- 
lished in the Report, are most encouraging. It appears that 
beams designed to have a 2}-in. concrete cover to the cables 
will possess a fire resistance of two hours’ duration. Perhaps 
one of the more important discoveries was that “ failure is 
unlikely to be sudden,” and “ a fireman would have sufficient 
warning as cracks appear in the beam and increase in size 
some time before failure.” It is to be hoped that this most 
valuable evidence is to be used immediately to alleviate the 
present position of uncertainty. 





* H.M. Stationery Office, price 3s. net. 


and equally variable in nature. They vary from problems 
usually associated with building and buildings to ships and 
even mines. A system of reporting on actual fires in the 
United Kingdom is in force, and 21 honorary fire observers 
in different parts of the country investigate examples of 
particular interest. In 1952 the number of fires attended by 
fire brigades in the United Kingdom was approximately 
93,000, and of these the greater number were put out before 
much damage had been done, Nevertheless, it is stated that 
less than 0.3 per cent. of the fires attended were responsible 
for damage amounting to nearly half of the total estimated 
loss. As might be expected, a great many fires occur in 
houses or flats ; in fact, almost half come within this category. 
In each of the years 1949 and 1950, alarm was caused by the 
number of fires associated with electric cookers, but upon 
investigation it was revealed that the vast majority of incidents 
had their origin in “ carelessness or incompetent handling 
of equipment.” 

Apart from investigations into actual fires, a considerable 
amount of research is taking _—_ into the technological 
aspects of the subject. One of the most promising studies 
concerns smouldering as a means of eventually starting a 
fire. Experiments have been carried out with ignited sawdust 
trails leading to shavings ; with a slight draught, smouldering 
initiated by a cigarette end was found to continue for some 
85 minutes, when the shavings were reached and fire developed. 
Experiments such as this may eventually throw light on many 
fires of obscure origin. 

The use of models in experiments is considerable, and 
much valuable data has been obtained concerning the growth 
of fire. From tests on model rooms is emerging the relative 
importance of such materials as flame-retardant surfaces and 
various types of linings to walls, ceilings and floors. 

This report surveys the work of research over a period of 
six years, that is, since the Joint Fire Research Organisation 
began its work in 1947, as an equal partnership between 
Industry and Government. The work carried out has a 
sense of reality, is interesting, creditable and most valuable. 
Its importance in the field of fire research is justly recognised ; 
long may it continue ! 
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NOTES & NEWS 


HOUSE-BUILDING PROGRAMMES 


N an announcement last week, the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment say that the statement in a national 
newspaper on July 7 that ‘‘ house-building 
programmes of local authorities through- 
out the country are being slashed’’ may 
give the impression that the national 
housing programme is being cut. This, 
states the Ministry, is not so; by mid- 
year the rate of house building in Britain 
had reached 300,000 a year. This is 
peak production with the materials avail- 
able. House-building production has 
increased by 50 per cent. in less than 
two years, and bricks and cement are only 
just keeping pace. 

What, therefore, the Ministry is doing 
is to keep the number of houses starting 
in step with the bricks and cement avail- 
able. If this were not done, too many 
houses would be started and there would 
not be enough materials to finish them. 
By joint efforts of all concerned, the 
maximum has been reached. It is now 
a case of reaching the summit and levelling 
out at the top. 


ST. MARY-LE-BOW, CHEAPSIDE 


St. Mary-Le-Bow, Cheapside, is to be 
rebuilt, and a start on the work is expected 
in the autumn. The church will be 
re-erected to the original design of Wren, 
under the direction of Mr. Laurence King, 
FRIBA, of 37, Gordon-square. Work 
will proceed in three stages—the crypt, 
the main body of the church (of which the 
shell remains) and the steeple which is 
standing, though damaged internally. The 
cost is estimated at about £200,000. A 
reinforced concrete raft will be con- 
structed across the crypt to carry the 
superstructure, thus enabling the crypt 
to be used as a chapel. 


LLANDAFF CATHEDRAL 


Or ALL the cathedrals in Britain to 
suffer war damage, that of Llandaff, 
next to Coventry, was the most heavily dam- 
aged. The amount of reconstruction re- 
quired, while it does not provide the 
opportunity for building an entirely new 











* “Tf they hadn’t built over 
all the-agricultural land, we 
wouldn’t. be living in this 

prefabricated hole !”’ 
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cathedral, is nevertheless sufficient to give 
the architect for reconstruction, Mr. George 
G. Pace, FSA, FRIBA, many opportunities. 
His solution of the scheme involved will 
be awaited with all the more interest in 
view of the Dean of Liandaff’s recent 
remarks that medieval architecture will 
not be reproduced and his expectation 
that “‘ we shall be sharply criticised.”’ 
Mr. Pace himself says that “ what is 
being done, especially in the additions, 
will probably come as a considerable 
surprise to miany when the time comes to 
publish details.” Among the eminent 
artists and sculptors whom Mr. Pace has 
selected to co-operate with him on the 
great work are Mr. Stanley Spencer, 
Mr. Jacob Epstein and Mr. Alan Durst. 


HISTORIC BUILDINGS 


IN A RECENT letter to The Times on 
the Historic Buildings and Ancient Monu- 
ments Bill, which received its second 
reading in the House of Commons 
on July 3, Mr. John Summerson, CBE, 
ARIBA, advocates that full and per- 
manent records should be made of the 
many buildings of architectural and 
archeological interest which, for one 
reason or anoter, cannot be preserved. 

““A record policy is the absolutely 
necessary counterpart of a preservation 
policy and one cannot help wishing 
that this had been recognised in the Bill,”’ 
he says. ‘“‘If and when the Historic 
Buildings Councils [which the Bill pro- 
poses should be set up] come into existence 
they will find their judgments constantly 
impeded if they cannot have the assur- 
ance that what cannot be preserved will, 
at least, be recorded in the best manner of 
which archeologists, draughtsmen, and 
photographers are capable.”’ 


MEMORIAL TO FLYERS 


THE DEAN OF YORK MINSTER, writing 
in the annual report of the Friends of 
the Minster, refers to the progress made 
in the design of the memorial to be erected 
in the Minster to airmen of the Allied 
Bomber, Coastal and Fighter Commands 
who were killed in the war while operating 
from camps north of the Humber. 

An astronomical clock is incorporated in 
the design. The front of this, with a 
memorial book containing 23,000 names, 
will face the north transept. The position 
of the sun from the spot at every moment 
of the day and night will be shown by the 
western dial, as it tells the years. The 
night skies with the constellations of the 
northern planets in their proper places 
throughout the year will be seen on the 
reverse side. 








COMING EVENTS 
FRIDAY, JULY 17 


INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF BUILDING AND 
Pustic Works.—Dinner and dance. Dorchester 
Hotel, London. 7.30 p.m. 


TUESDAY, JULY 21 
NORTHERN POLYTECHNIC.—Distribution of dipl 
by Sir Thomas Bennett, CBE, FRIBA. Nerturn 
Polytechnic, Holloway-road, N7. 5.30 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 22 
LMBA (SouTHERN AREA).—Luncheon at which Mr. 
G. H. A. Hughes, OBE, FRICS, Director LMBA, will 
be present. Café Royal, North End, Croydon. 1 p.m. 
THURSDAY, JULY 23 
BUILDERS’ BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION.—AGM. 


Bedford-square, WC1. 12 noon. a 
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Dr. R. d’E. Atkinson, Chief Assistant 
at the Royal Observatory, Greenwich, 
has visited the Minster and changes in the 
design of the memorial have been made 
in accordance with his suggestions. As 
a result the Dean writes that “ hope has 
become (dare we say ?) assured that the 
York clock will mark a step forward from 
any yet erected.”’ 

He says that the first design of the 
memorial was criticised. ‘‘ But that was 
only a first sketch, when all of us were 
ignorant of the real demands of an astro- 
nomical clock. Since then our architect 
(Professor A. E. Richardson, RA, FRIBA), 
on fire with a novel and grand task, has 
created a progressive series of designs, 
each finer than the last, as the successive 
plottings of the clock, themselves each 
richer than the last, have proceeded from 
Dr. Atkinson.”’ 


SAO PAULO EXHIBITION 


Tue RIBA announce that the Museum 
of Modern Art at Sao Paulo is again 
arranging an International Exhibition of 
Architecture to take place in the autumn 
of 1953. Architects and officially recog- 
nised Schools of Architecture are invited to 
submit entries and a number of prizes 
will be awarded. 

The Brazilian Embassy have under- 
taken to bear the cost of forwarding the 
entries to Brazil and the British Council 
are to act as the collecting agency. Further 
information and entry forms from Mr. 
G. S. Inglefield, ARIBA, c/o The British 
Council, 65, Davies-street, London, W1. 
All material must be in the hands of the 
British Council by September 30. 


STUDENTS’ WORK AT BRISTOL 


Sir HucH Casson, FRIBA, RDI, 
opened the annual exhibition of students’ 
work, and presented the prizes, at the 
Royal West of England Academy School 
of Architecture, at Bristol, yesterday 
(July 16). The exhibition remains open 
to the public until July 25. 


FLATS AT HACKNEY 


‘THE FOUNDATION-STONE of Lyme Grove 
House, a block of flats at Mare-street, 
Hackney, for the Shoreditch, Hackney 
and Highbury Housing Association, will 
be laid by Lady Maxwell Fyfe on July 22. 
The architects are Messrs. Llewellyn 
Smith and Waters, MM.BE, FF.RIBA, 
103, Old Brompton-road, SW7. 


GLOUCESTER APPOINTMENT 


‘Mr. J. V. Watt, ARIBA, Deputy 
City Architect of Gloucester, has been 
appointed City Architect and Estates 
Manager in succession to Mr. A. Morgan, 
who retires in August. Mr. Wall was 


formerly in the surveyor’s department at 
Smethwick. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1853 


Saturday, Fuly 16, 1853 


ScHOOLs IN LaMBETH.—Schools for the 
parish of All Saints are about to be built 
in York-street, Lambeth Marsh. Mr. 
Rogers is the architect. The following 
tenders have been received : Hayward and 
Nixon, 6101.; Myers, 593/.; Sherwood, 
580/. ; Pattrick and Son, 498/, ; Gammon, 
4951. The quantities were supplied. 
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View from north-east. Below : Comparison of height with St. Paul’s Cathedral. 


BUCKLERSBURY HOUSE 


UCKLERSBURY HOUSE, the proposed 14-storey 
building to be erected in the City of London ona site a 
quarter of a mile to the east of St. Paul’s Cathedral, has 
been the subject of considerable controversy since the 
Court of Common Council approved the plans in principle 
last May, and fears have been expressed that by reason of 
its large bulk the new building would be out of scale with 
its surroundings, including St. Paul’s itself. 
Under the present scheme the building, when completed, 
will have a gross floor area of some 750,000 sq. ft. 
The developers are the Legenland Property Co., Ltd. 
The architect, Mr. Owen Campbell-Jones, FRIBA, 
FRICS, has been confronted with a new problem in that 
Bucklersbury House will be very much higher than any 





St. Paul’s. Bank of England offices. 





other commercial building ever erected in the City, 
and it has not, therefore, been possible to adopt the 
traditional treatment. Open planning affording the 
maximum amount of light and air to the lower floors, has 
accordingly been adopted, combined with lightness of 
treatment of the high blocks. It is hoped by the use of 
coloured and light reflecting materials to obviate any 
feeling that the unusual height will overpower the sur- 
rounding buildings. The building wiil be, to a large extent, 
faced with Portland stone, but it is intended to introduce 
as much colour as possible in the upper storeys. 

It is hoped that a building licence to commence work on 
the foundations of the building will be granted this year. 
The builders are Messrs. Humphreys, Ltd. 

A report of the discussion on Bucklersbury House which 
took place in the House of Lords on July 9, is on page 114. 
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Contemporary Brazilian 
Architecture 


A Current Exhibition 


oe whose appetites have been 

whetted by successive wafts reach- 
ing this country from Brazil via the avant 
garde magazines and travellers’ tales will 
certainly not be disappointed by the 
Exhibition now on show at the Building 
Centre. It is perhaps the most exciting 
that has been seen for some time. 

But excitement is only one of the 
qualities presented by this tour de force 
of adaptation and assimilation—for that 
is what the very identifiable Brazilian 
manner proves to be. It is perhaps too 
theatrical a term to apply to the unfolding 
of an architecture at once intensely con- 
temporary and national, for it is dramatic 
in effect rather than by deliberate inten- 
tion. Though all this appears to have 
happened in Brazil with the comparative 
suddenness of a flowering, the effect is as 
if the sap had long been rising in a strong 
and well-rooted stem towards an expected 
climax. The forms it takes often have 
the strangeness, and sometimes the dis- 
turbing quality, of true beauty (even 
allowing for the exotic nature of all that 
is foreign and, particularly, Latin) but 
they are somehow un-alien and instantly 
acceptable. This quality haunts through- 
out a tightly packed exhibition only made 
digestible by its consistency. 
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Sailors’ Hospital, Rio de Janeiro. Firmino Saldanha, architect. 


Indeed, it is interesting to speculate upon 
precisely what makes the survey now 
under review so consistently up to sample. 
The impact of Le Corbusier on the 
younger Brazilian architects in 1936, when 
he was invited to advise on the Ministry 


of Health and Education building, was 
obviously considerable, but its long-term 
influence may be overrated ; the Brazilians 
have obviously been able and willing to 
“ take it from there.’’ What is being done 
owes comparatively little to Europe—if 
anything rather the reverse—and_ the 
result is an obvious rightness even in 
some detail which has become cliché 
and about which one has had doubts 
elsewhere. 


CLIMATIC FUNCTIONALISM 


This is possibly due to two main factors— 
one, that a local tradition exemplified by one 
of the most sophisticated variants of the 
Baroque is constantly referred to in the con- 
temporary work, without being actually 
copied : the other, that in Brazil a logical 
functionalism based as much on climatic 
considerations as on those of use and per- 
formance has evolved quickly, and therefore 
with little room for intellectuai doubts and 
fumbling. 

As to the former, one suspects that the 
imported Latin tradition has already gained 
enormously from some infusion of native 
blood—one saw an analogy at the Mexican 
Exhibition, where the extravagances of 
Baroque were suddenly made explicit and 
inevitable by assimilation into the native 
context. With the latter, the Brazilian 
architect seems to have aimed primarily at 
producing the right sort of building, the 
right use of it having followed naturually. 
Though this speaks for an unusual degree of 
receptiveness in the client, it is perhaps 
natural in so recently developed a sociology 
and urbanism, less inhibited by convention 
and tradiiion than Europe—in fact, the 
younger mental age of the New World. 
However that may be, clearly these infusions 
of new blood are as desirable architecturally 
as genetically, and the result in Brazil has all 
the freshness and enchantment of an old 
culture lanted and to some extent 
“* gone native.” 

On analysis, the factual elements of this 
“climatic functionalism” seem to consist 
mainly of buildings which woo the winds, 
with the logical outward expression of this 
conscious airiness in elevation: and in the 
various adroit and sensitive variations played 
on the theme “‘ brise-soleil ” or “‘ claustra “— 
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Banco de Laboura, Belo Horizonte. 
A.V. Brasil, architect. 


often a pierced screen of great decorative and 
textural possibilities not only in itself but in 
the pattern on walls and floors into which it 


breaks up the pervading sunshine, whose 

teeth,’’ as it were, are drawn by these means 
without totally excluding it. More pro- 
saically, the Brazilian seems to have made 
himself master of reinforced concrete, tech- 
nically speaking : but there is a further and 
more indefinable quality. That is the un- 
erring sensibility with which he handles, in 


the sculptured sense, the new forms so evolved. 
He has remained an artist as well as becoming 
an engineer, and this is vividly shown by the 
ition of building, site, planting, furni- 
ind the other ancillary arts of equipment 
ar lecoration. In detail, these may not 
aly be exactly to one’s personal taste 
some tendency to over-scaling, no 
ondoned by light and context—but 
gration results in a rare consistency 
appearance of ‘‘ all being out of the 
iple,. 








SOME EXHIBITS 

Souza’s houses (1-4) aptly illustrate 
niscent attitude to local tradition, 
t ymething of the quality of the colonial 
ture of the Southern states of America : 
comb brises-soleil of the first example 
ticularly successful. The work of 
21) 1s again brilliant in the exploita- 
he textural and formal possibilities 
sun-foiling devices. Toledo’s 
ne and in collaboration (23-28), 1s 
notable for magnificently-con- 
nting and garden layout—and how 
mtalism of his Hotel (27) gains in 
graph by the juxtaposition of a wide- 

ullock team ! 
houses (34-37) well illustrate the 
quality referred to above. Brasil’s 
ral Bank (30-32, illustrated) is 
narrow “‘ match-box ” slab which is 
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apparently the characteristic of multi-storey 
Brazilian building, often gaining enormously 
by congregation and a mountain backdrop. 
Brasil’s version soars exhilaratingly, with as 
defined and unrelenting form and rhythm as 
the best Latin-American music “as she is 
played ” at home, but seldom exported. 
Ferreira’s summer residence (41) is welcome 
punctuation of the general suavity by rough 
wooden poles supporting a flying roof, and of 
‘ native ’’ workmanship deceptively sophis- 
ticated. Craeff’s houses (46-48) show that 
the idiom is suavely adaptable to urban 
contexts of indifferent architectural merit. 
Saldanha’s Sailors’ Hospital (49-51, illus- 
trated) is a straightforward, uncompromising 
slab solution owing much to its Sugarloaf 
mountain background. Bolonha’s long, low, 
rangy-and-ranch-like residence for an am- 
bassador evokes boyhood ideas of what New 
World décor should look like. War- 
chavchik’s ‘Pavillion Marjory” (77-80) 
must be among the most sophisticatedly- 
simple of millionaires’ playgrounds. An 
enviable essay in ‘‘ playing primitive.’’ His 
sensitive use of narrow, uneven-coursed stone 
in the Crespi Residence (81-840) is notable. 
Mindlin’s skyscraper block of apartments 
(85, 86) is more familiarly ‘‘ European ”’ in 
reliance on box-balconies to give pattern of 
solid and shadow. Moreira’s Edificio An- 
tonio Ceppas (103-106) has the effect of being 
designed to turn outwards towards lyrical 
views of water and Costa’s 


mountain. 
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‘** Guinle Park,”’ Rio (109-113) shows a riot 
of Portuguese motifs for his variegated brises- 
soleil, and Roberto’s Seguradouro (127), a 
tall building on flatiron plan as an S-shaped 
angle faced with patterned ceramic, typical 
of the ubiquitous use of the traditional art 
of ** azulejo.”’ 

Bratke’s residence (144, illustrated) is a 
variation of the sun-foil elevation, though the 
concrete framing of the delicate tracery seems 
a little heavy and insensitive. Space prevents 
further individual mention. The Ministry 
of Education and Health, Rio, by a team 
including Niemeyer (also strongly represented 
in Nos. 225-236) with Le Corbusier as con- 
sultant, to many will be the hard-core of 
the exhibition, and is certainly the prototype 
of much seen. It suggests in its wholeness 
what the Time-Life building might have been, 
though perhaps dating a little in detail. 
For this writer, perhaps the high-spot is the 
Residence at Govea by de Campos (222-224) 
terrifically sited against Dolomite-like rocks 
with appropriate vegetation, and seemingly 
grown out of a landscape which it welcomes 
back into its angles and recesses. 

The photography is superb throughout, 
and the selection skilful and persuasive in 
the extreme. This exhibition will at once do 
for Brazil what, for instance, the Italian 
exhibition so lamentably failed to do for 
Italy, and confirms that any new Renaissance 
we may sce may again be of Latin origin. 

Basi. MARRIOTT. 
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Residence in Sao Paulo. 


‘2. Aga" a 

















O. A. Bratke, architect. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I am in complete agreement with 
your correspondent, Mr. A. C. 
Cotton, who wrote on Architectural 


Education in your issue of June 26. In 
the architectural profession the creative 
artist is practically unknown, with a few 
outstanding exceptions, notably Frank 
Lloyd Wright and Mies Van der Rohe. 
The form of the buildings of these two 
architects is as opposite as is possible ; 
the point they have in common is that 
they design creatively, so that it is not the 
form that gives building feeling but the 
vital energy that the designer has instilled 
into the matter This quality will last 
for ever; it is a quality that will live 
after the style and the way of life for which 
the building was designed have passed by. 
When a designer cannot imbue feeling 
into matter, the design dead. The 
judges of “‘ modern movement’ are the 
public, and they are still bewildered by its 
prophets. After nearly 30 years they still 


1s 


hanker after oak beams and thatch or 
after the stately Georgian houses—for 
these possess feeling, one of peace and 


happiness. ‘To-day’s houses offer them 
nothing ; so it is not the form that is the 
criterion of a work of art. 

A building should have unity ; how can 
a “group’’ of architects produce a 
unified whole when each one has different 
taste, a different attitude to life, and at the 


same time 1s not a creative artist ? Unity 
is the “‘oneness’’ of a building; how 
can a group possess this oneness? This 


is the reason for our contemporary chaos. 
‘To-day, the architectural are 
unable to explain design and how to pro- 
duce creatively. Any lecturer attempting 
to discuss and help the student to reach 
an attitude of mind to enable him to 
become a genius is viewed with suspicion 
by the “ moderns,”’ for to say that the 
form of a design is irrelevant is against 
the dogmas of the experts on the “‘ modern 
movement.”’ 

The bewildered student 


SC he ols 


faced with 


is 
the problem that “design cannot be 
taught,”’ implying that one is born a 
genius or not at all. This is completely 


wrong; that one is born a genius is only 
half the truth. I suggest that everyone 1s 
a genius, only most people have to be 
awakened before they can produce works 


of art. Not having this awakening, the 
student turns to the Great Masters of 
to-day, thinking that, by imitating the 
form, a work of art can be produced. 
What he has failed to do is to understand 


he attitude to creative art of the Master. 
should be the training of the mind 
attitude to life that should take 
at the schools, but the problem is 
ind the teachers. 
R. L. SUTHERLAND 

(Fourth-Year Architectural Student). 

24. Cavendish-flats, Gilbert-street, W1. 


PLANNING OF BUILDING 
OPERATIONS 
To the The 


IR,—On reading the 
Building Operations ”’ 


and an 


Builder 


* Planning of 
memorandum 


Editor of 


prepared by the Quantity Surveyors’ 


THE BUILDER 


Committee of the RICS in your issue of 
July 3, I was struck by the fact that no 
specific mention was made of pre-planning 
by the builder. 

While agreeing with the importance of 
adequate pre-planning by architect and 
quantity surveyor, I am of the opinion 
that pre-planning and programming of 
labour by the builder is even more impor- 
tant and provides a most fruitful field 
for investigation and consequent increase 
of efficiency in the industry. I have 
already built some houses to a carefully 
prepared programme and am now building 
three-storey blocks of flats in the same way, 
and so sure am I of the benefits of this 
that I am about to commence a 
housing scheme for 160 houses for which 
a detailed programme has been prepared. 


system 


The careful time phasing of the various 
trades and sub-contractors prevents much 
waste of time, and the effect on the fore- 
men and men of having to complete every 
operation to a known date is noticeable. 
The foremen, incidentally, have become 
enthusiastic converts to the syStem. 

A surprising feature of the building 
industry is that it has been able to get 
along so well, even on its biggest jobs, for 
so long without the aid of the planning 
and ‘‘time and motion’’ experts 
commonly employed in other industries. 
Such labour planning as has been, has 
come from the builder or that wonder of 
the trade, the general foreman, each, no 
doubt, having his own ideas on reorganisa- 
t10n. 


SO 


In the past it has been said that mass 
production methods were useless because 
they could not be employed in what was 
essentially a ‘craft’? industry, and 
because of that unpredictable quantity, 
the weather. 


However regrettable it may be, the 
general trend is for fewer and fewer fine 
craftsmen to be needed and towards a 
greater uniformity of design and produc- 
tion. The weather, unpredictable as it 1s, 
need not be considered an insurmountable 
obstacle to planning. 

Has the time come, therefore, for the 
building trade to follow the examovle of 
other industries and plan the organisation 
of its labour as a first step towards the 
goal of reduced costs ? 

H. C. Rowtey [MICE, MIMunE}. 
City Engineer. 
City Hall, Norwich 


CAN’T WE ALL GET TOGETHER ? 
To the Editor of The Builder 


aa With regard to the article by 
Captain Kitchen in your issue of 
June 12, I wondered if perhaps our 


experience in carrying through two pro- 
jects of upwards of £250,000 might interest 
those who feel that the industry could 
increase its efficiency if it were possible 
to follow the general principles laid down 


by him. 


The two projeets to which I refer were 
commercial buildings for two well-known 
industrialists. At the outset we explained 


frankly the difficulties of the architect and 
contractor alike under to-dav’s conditions, 
and that we were trying to follow the recom- 
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mendations of the Working Party. We soypiy 
and got agreement that we “ had to do oy; 
thinking before our building,’ and thy 
therefore, all provisional sums and p.c. item: | 
should be eliminated in favour of firm quot. | 
tions and definite decisions as to what ws 
required. We got—again without difficulty 

agreement that the architect should be give 
time to complete his detailed drawings befor. 
we went to tender. 


To cut the story short, we finished up wit 
a lump sum contract, every sub-contracto; 
giving in turn a lump sum quotation, and tl 
only variables were for work below ground 
and the usual rise and fall clause for labour @ 
variations. At the commencement of oy, 7 
negotiations, we call in the main contractor 








NERS 


the principal sub-contractors, the mai 
suppliers, the quantity surveyor and th | 
consulting engineer, and pooled all our know. 4 


tate 


ledge with that of the architect. What cou! 
have been operational difficulties were main 
ironed out at the pre-planning stage. 





The industrialists were given plenty of tim: 
to examine full bills of quantities, and wer 
told that if they wanted variations during th 
running of the job, the cost would depen 
upon the stage of the job ; there would ber 
question of the variations being measured ir 
accordance with the bill, but that they wou 
be priced and agreed with the industrialis 
on what we described as a ‘* Petticoat-lane 
basis ;_ the architect was always in the back 
ground to see that the quotations were fai 
and reasonable. The industrialist knew that 
we should not break off from this plan unt 
variations had been defined and agreed ast 
price and extent. 


The jobs were then precisely planned ot 
the basis of the usual progress chart. Arch 
tect, contractor and sub-contractor alike ¢ 
operated in the evolution of a realistic at 
practical progress chart. Site meeting 
were held at weekly intervals at which we (a 
the building owner and developer) pr 
and decisions in respect of any single as} 
of the job were given where they should be 
on the site—and when they should 
immediately. Paying out of money, the 
of the contracting industry, was undertake: 
within nine days of request, thanks again t 
co-operation and split-second timing 
concerned. 


side 


ect 


ie 


t 
1 
pan 


At four-weekly intervals the total contract 
value of the job (including labour and mater! 
variations, and the very few variations whic! 
were made) was published so that everybod) 
including the industrialist, knew 
what his final commitment was going to ! 


precise 


One job ended on time ; the other tinishe 
40 hours late despite a six weeks’ delay in th 
delivery of steel, due to the re-introd 
of licensing. Final accounts were simplicit 
itself ; everybody had a lump sum contract 
to work to, everybody had rendered !:bou! 
and material variations accounts at {our 
weekly intervals (checked as the job proce« Jed 
variations were priced and agreed so that ‘here 
was no need for the usual thre months 
on the final measure. The buildings then 
proved to be acceptable to the customer an 
the cost was low by to-day’s standard 





The success of these projects whi 
now the pattern for many others 
the outcome of all parties g: tng 
together so very much along the line 
down by Captain Kitchen. 


essence 


Can we get together? Of course we 
And if we do, we shall reduce costs, tin 
headaches. 


CoLIn A. S AMUELS, 
Managing Director, C 
(Industrial Developments), | 
7, Drayton-gardens, SW10. 


(Corre sponde nce continued on page 105) 
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Cc 


etn Car Ferry Terminal, for the Dover Harbour Board 


spect Architect PENED by the Minister of Transport on June 30 
” ¥ M. WILSON, H. C. MASON AND PARTNERS this car ferry terminal—established by the 
i Sie Ie eee Dover Harbour Board—is the first installation of its 
ertaker Ww. 4 1LLE \. MBE. BSc.. AMICI kind, and has been planned to provide the essential 
un t facilities for the rapidly developing car and coach 
Chief Engineer to Doane traffic to the Continent. While 31,336 vehicles were 

¥ W. SUTTON, OBE, MICE, MIMechI ; ; ae : 
carried across the Channel IN 1939, 100,Q93 Were 
Quantity Surveyor transported in the twelve months to March last, 
MARTIN SHEFFIELD AND BRISTOW using vessels with stern-loading facilities to permit 

body ii acall Siis direct drive on and off. 

ecise R. 7. BARWICK (Reception Building and Filling Statior The terminal—which consists of Customs exam- 
RICE AND SON, LTD. (Customs Ha nation hall, reception building and petrol filling 
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The Reception Building : Elevation facing car park. 
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View from jetty, showing (right to left) Customs examination hall, reception building and filling station. 


station, with car parks and two new loading berths 
served by loading bridges—is capable of handling all 
trafic envisaged for several years. The layout 
(planned by the Harbour Board) is so arranged that 
on the outward journey a driver is advised by notice- 
board or public address system of the scheduled 
time of movement from his traffic lane for examination 
and loading into vessel. At that time cars, complete 
with all passengers, pass from the reception car park 
to the Customs hall, where immigration and Customs 
formalities are completed, and thereafter pass 
straight on board ship. Inward-bound traffic follows 
reverse procedure ; once a motorist has passed out 
of the Customs hall, he is free to park in the reception 
area, and to use the buffet or refuel his car at the 
filling station. 


Tue Reception Buitpinc: The reception build- 
ing affords facilities in the main hall for banking, 
Post Office, buffet, shop, telephones and waiting- 
and cloak-rooms for passengers ; and offices for the 
shipping operators, the AA and RAC. On the upper 
floors is office accommodation for various uses. 

Planning :' The shape of the building was deter- 
mined by the necessity of forming a_ barrier 
between the reception car park and the Customs 
examination building, thus facilitating the flow of 
traffic and separating the incoming from the outgoing 
vehicles and at the same time taking full advantage of 
che magnificent view across the harbour ; protection 
of the main entrance from the south-west wind was 
also an essential requirement. ‘The consideration of 
these points naturally led .o the building taking the 
L-shape as shown on the drawings. ‘The first floor 
over the north wing was added as an extension to the 
original contract during the progress of the work. 
The total floor area is approximately 16,700 sq. ft., 
and the cost per ft. cu. (including fittings, but exclusive 
of fees) was 4s. 9d 


The basement ts confined to a portion of the area 


of the building only, and contains the heating chamber, 
fuel oil tank and main switch room. Office accommo- 
dation for Government Departments and _ others 
concerned is situated on the first and second floors, 
the second floor consisting of a few offices only. 

Construction: The site is level, but consists of 
made-up, though reasonably well consolidated, chalk 
filling, contained by an existing retaining wall on the 
sea front. Foundation bearings were restricted to 
one ton per sq. ft. The structure is steel-framed, 
the stanchions carried on individual concrete founda- 
tions except for the basement which is rafted and 
asphalted. Walling is in cavity brickwork with brick 
or cast stone facings. Floors and roof are of rein- 
forced concrete. Suspended ceilings conceal the 
main constructional beams in the more important 
rooms, enabling recessed lighting fittings to be used. 

Materials : Hammill facings pointed in a dark 
mortar have been used in conjunction with artificial 
Cornish granite stonework for the exterior of the 
building generally. Windows are in galvanised steel. 
Counter and partitions in the operating companies’ 
lobby is in Indian laurel, lacquered and wax-polished. 
External window boxes are cased in Burma teak. 

A feature of the ground floor is the rubber flooring 
carried out in pastel shades of grey with a white strip 
in the operating companies’ lobby, hall, etc., and in 
russet in the buffet with introduced “ motifs.’ A 
fibre duct system, capable of being tapped at any 
desired point, carries electric telephone wires in the 
floor screeds. 


Heating : Panel heating has been used throughout 


except for one or two pipes crossing the large windows 
in the main hall for anti-condensation purposes. 
Decoration : Internally, an emulsion paint has been 
used throughout except on metal windows. Gen- 
erally, walls have been coloured in pale pink with 
ceilings of the same colour. 


Windows are kept in 
broken white. 


The ceilings of the vestibule and hall 


have been treated in Wedgwood blue, the ceilings at 
the lower level being two tones deeper than the tone 
at the upper level. A feature of the hall is the map of 
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The reception building, from south-west, with Customs examination hall beyond. 
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Below : Reception building from north-west. 
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Reception building, showing elevation to operating com- 


panies’ lobby. 


THE BUILDER July 1 





Below : View from hall towards vestibule, 
with buffet beyond. 





Europe which covers an area some 20 ft. sq. in th 
Main Hall, showing the principal cities and _ trafhi 
routes. The circular columns in the vestibule and 
buffet are in Devon red, and loudspeaker ceiling unit 
have been picked out in vermilion. The genera 
contractor’s foreman was Mr. V. Stone. 


THE PETROL FILLING STATION : This consists of a 
reinforced concrete structure some 128 ft. by 38 ft 
overall with a shell roof of the ‘* butterfly’’ form 
There is provision for 12 petrol pumps. 

Che walls are covered in precast terrazzo purpose- 
made tiles to a height of 8 ft. in cream, with a green 
band. The shell itself has been plastered and 
emulsion-coated silver blue, with a broken white 
fascia to the canopy edge with the petrol distributors’ 
distinctive red line through the centre. The general 
contractor’s foreman on this section of the work 
was Mr. A. Amos. 


The general contractors were Messrs. R. J. Barwick, 
Dover, sub-contractors and suppliers being: construc 
tional steelwork, Palmers Hebburn Co., Ltd. ; bricks, 
Hammill Brick Co., through Builders Materials Association, 
Ltd.; cast stone, Empire Stone Co.; panel heating, 
hot water and ventilation, G. N. Haden and _ Sons 
electrical installation, Troughton and Young, Ltd. ; electri 
light fittings, Troughton and Young, Ltd., and Utility Lamp 
and Fittings Co., Ltd. ; metal windows, Henry Hope and 
Sons, Ltd. ; counters, screens and joinery, R. J. Barwick ; 
bar and shop fittings, D. Burkle and Son, Ltd. ; terrazzo 
work, Art Pavements and Decorations, Ltd. ; asphalt 
tanking and roofing, Val de Travers Asphalte Paving Co., 
Ltd. ; reinforcement and fabric, BRC Engineering Co., 
Ltd. (reception building), and Twisteel Reinforcement Co., 
Ltd. (petrol filling station) ; pavement lights and interior 
screen, Lenscrete, Ltd.; flush doors, Jayanbee Joinery, 
Ltd.; ironmongery, Adrian Stokes, Ltd. (reception 
building) Nettlefold and Moser, Ltd. (petrol filling 
station); presentation key, Adrian Stokes, Ltd. ; metal 
balustrades, etc., William Pickford, Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, 
Adamsez, Ltd. ; murrors, D. Burkle and Son, Ltd., and 
W. N. Froy and Sons, Ltd.; plastering, Jarratt, Ltd 
(reception building), and Gaskill and Borle, Dover (petro! 
filling station). 


Venetian blinds, J. Avery and Co., Ltd. ; rubber floor- 
ing, Semtex, Ltd.; tiling work, Carter and Kernahan, 
L.td.; kitchen accessories, Staines Kitchen Equipment 
Co., Ltd. ; furniture and curtaining, Maple and Co., Ltd., 
and G. H. Burgess and Co., Ltd. ; paint, W. and J. Leigh, 
Ltd.; painting, Clarke Bros., Ltd., Folkestone ; meta! 
partitions, The Ayrshire Dockyard Co., Ltd.;  marbie 
plaque, J. Whitehead and Sons, Ltd.; block partitions, 
Kimolo and Phorpres ; petrol pumps installation, Esso 


Petroleum Co., Ltd.; glass, Pilkington Bros., Ltd. ; 
glazing, Faulkner and Green Co., Ltd. (reception building), 
and Folkestone Glassworks (petrol filling station) ; cacti 
and succulents, West End Flower Shop ;_ veneers, Richard 
Graete, Ltd. (High Wycombe); stone paint, Silexine 
Paints, Ltd.- cork slabs, Cork Insulation and Asbestos 
Co. ; trench polishing, Roberts and Stacey ; hardwood, 
Wm. Mallinson and Sons, Ltd.; under-floor ducting, 
Key Engineering Co., Ltd.; public address system, 
Ardente Acoustic Laboratory, Ltd. (supply) and E. R. 
Longley (installation) ; tyre pressure indicator, Tecalemit ; 
and roller shutters, Arthur L.. Gibson, Ltd. 


CusToMs EXAMINATION BUILDING: This building 
is In two bays of 95 ft. span and total length 218 ft. 
The span is formed by galvanised steel roof trusses at 
12 ft. 6 in. centres, supported from steel stanchions. 
Outer walls are constructed of brick-work, using a 
sand-faced brick facing of a purple colour with a dark 
purple pointing. The floor of the building consists 
of an 8 in. concrete slab surface, treated with silicate 
of soda to reduce dusting and produce a harder wearing 
surface. 

Disposed on the floor of the building are Customs 
examination “ islands ’’ distributed in a herring-bone 
pattern to allow the cars to flow through the hall 
without the necessity for reversing. The minimum 
height to the underside of the trusses is 15 ft. 6 in., 
and the central roller shutter doors have a similar 
clearance, thus enabling double-decker buses to 
pass through the hall. The roof is covered with cor- 
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rugated asbestos cement sheeting lined with insulation 
board. Ample roof lighting is provided by patent 
glazing, and at night the hall is well lit by fluorescent 
lighting. At the western end of the building are 
situated brick-built offices and lock-up garages for 
the use of the Government Departments and motoring 
clubs. 

Messrs. Rice and Son, Ltd., were the main building 
contractors, sub-contractors and suppliers being Palmers 
Hebburn Co., Ltd., structural steelwork ; Caswell Cranes 
and Erection, Ltd., steelwork erectors Bowzell, Ltd. 
excavation; Empire Stone Co., Ltd., cast stonework ; 
South-Eastern Electricity Board, electrical installation : 
Revo Electric Co., Ltd., lighting fittings; Henry Hope 
and Sons, Ltd., steel windows and doors W. and J 
Leigh, Ltd., paint; Haskins Rolling Shutters, Ltd., 
rolling shutter doors ; Hammill Brick Co., Ltd., facing 
bricks; Ardente Acoustic Laboratories, Ltd., public 
address equipment ;_ E. R. Longley, installation of public 
address equipment; ‘Tentest Fibreboard Co., Ltd., 
insulated roof lining ; and W. H. Haywood and Co., Ltd., 
patent roof glazing. 
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The reception building : 








Ground- and first-floor plans. 
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Plan, elevations and section. 
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The petrol filling station, from south-west. 
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View from balcony of reception 
building overlooking hall and 
vestibule. Beloz: is the interior 
of the Customs examination 
hall, showing Customs islands. 
This latter tuilding was the 
responsibility of the Chief 
Engineer’s Department, Dover 
Harbour Board, Messrs. Wilson, 
Mason and Partners giving 
some assistance with the external 
treatment only. 
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view from the grounds showing the west and north blocks, with the children’s playground in the centre foreground and a 
covered shelter to the right. 


Sidney Boyd Court, Hampstead 


Irchitect 


ERNEST B. GLANFIELD, FRIBA 


os BOYD COURT has risen on the site of 
eight large Victorian houses, Nos. 38 to 50, 
West End-lane, and 21, Woodchurch-road. The 
premises suffered repeated damage from aerial attack 
during World War II and were brought to final ruin 
bi g bomb in 1944 

he site was eventually acquired by the Borough 
Council for housing purposes ; it has an area of 2.75 
acres, with frontages to West End-lane, Acol-road and 
Woodchurch-road. A maximum development could 
only be obtained by the erection of high blocks of 
flats and in preparing his plans the architect was faced 
with a number of problems. It was a requirement 
hat the building should be constructed of load- 
yearing walls with a minimum use of steel and rein- 


ot 


} 
forced concrete, and the sub-soil proved to be a vellow 
clay with a poor load-bearing capacity for the relatively 
heavy tvpe of structure to be erected. The foundations, 
therefore, had to be most carefully designed and every 
load-bearing wall has been supported on a reinforced 
inverted strip footing, with the object of 
spreading the load over a sufficient area and of bridging 
anv local weakness in the clay The height of the 
walls in the main block rise from 65 ft. to 75 ft. above 
the foundations, and had to be designed to take the 

I Hoors In order that the buildings 





concrete 


weignt of sever 


(MESSRS. RILEY & GLANFIELD) 


EVERETT, FRICS 


should be kept as light as possible, by-law waivers 
were obtained from the London County Council 
so that instead of walls 2 ft. 3 in. thick at the base, as 
the regulations would normally require, 18-in. work 
was used for a short height and above this the thickness 
of the brickwork was reduced to 14 in. Spine walls 
have been erected through the centres of the blocks 
to add strength to the structures and to carry the 
weight of the floors. The spine walls became vital 
factors in the planning, habitable rooms being kept to 
one side of the spines and rooms requiring services 
(such as bathrooms and kitchens) to the other. 

The 80 dwellings in the housing scheme are planned 
in three blocks: a west block comprising 50. flats 
facing West End-lane, with two subsidiary blocks of 
16 and 14 flats at the north and south ends of the site, 
fronting Woodchurch-road and Acol-road respectively. 

Ihe west block, which has been set back to allow 
for road widening, is of a striking design ; it follows 
the curve of West End-lane and rises from five to 
seven storeys in height. This block is served by 
three lifts and staircases, and the curving access 
balconies running from the central lift and staircase 
are distinctive features of the inner facade. The two 
smaller blocks are four storeys in height and have 
Staircase access only. Rubbish chutes have been 
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Layout plan. 
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from Woodchurch-road. 
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provided in the three blocks with delivery panels 
situated usually in balconies approached from the 
half-landings of the staircases. The staircase balconies 
with their flower boxes are attractive elements of 
the rear elevations. 

Vehicular access to the housing estate may only be 
obtained from Woodchurch-road, which 1s a com- 
paratively quiet road, as distinct from the busy West 
End-lane. ‘The service road passes between the ends 
of the west and north blocks, running behind the 
west block to the rear of the flats in Acol-road. ‘To the 
east of the service road lie extensive grounds which 
incorporate lawns and flower beds, a_ children’s 
playground, a large open shelter with seats, and six 
allotment gardens, which project in a tongue of land 
between the grounds of private houses in Wood- 
church-road and Acol-road. The layout of the 
scheme has permitted the preservation of practically 
all the trees on the housing site. 

In the basement of the west block a workshop, a 
communal laundry and a tenants’ social room have 
been provided. A kitchen adjoins the social room 
and french doors from the social room open to a 
toddlers’ playground, which lies between the ends of 
the west and south blocks and incorporates a sandpit 
and a small pool 

All the flats have individual store sheds, those for 
the north and south blocks being at ground level and 
those for the west block being in the basement and 
approached by gently sloping ramps. 

The 80 flats in the scheme comprise six one-roomed 
flatlets, six two-roomed flats, 32 three-roomed flats, 
32 four-roomed flats and four five-roomed flats. ‘The 



















View of north block showing 


A view along one of the access 
balconies of the,west block. 








balconies. 
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CO 
flats are provided with private covered balconies on 
the front elevations which are approached from the 
living-rooms. Internally the flats are most attrac- 































eed tively arranged, with rooms of good proportions, a q | 
Tes "= well-equipped kitchen, a modern bathroom, a separate 4 IR—I 
te q. w.c., wardrobe cupboards and other storage space. _ ‘ " 4 S ihe 
he The principal rooms have wood block flooring. : F A eat 
Ss 3 The cost of the site was in the region of £16,500 and Soho, 3s 
ts ; * the estimated cost of the buildings was £191,500. — = 
ay % Building work commenced on 1 March 1950, and the was no! 
tg - .. flats were fully occupied by December, 1952. Follow- but 11 a 
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shit 4 ‘=? Ltd.; wrought-iron balustrading, Clark Hunt and vt. ory 
ae Co., Ltd. ; lifts, Keighley Lifts, Ltd. ; tarmacadam, ; & 1652~ 
“Se, Davis, Watson and Elliotts, Ltd.; painting, J. W. Plan of typical four-room flats in the centre block. deep ga 
oi eee Alder, and Sons (London), Ltd. ; glazing, Faulkner apsidal 
He J x. Greene and Co., Ltd. Sir Arth 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
(Continued from page 90) 
ST. ANNE’S, SOHO 
‘Yo the Editor of The Builder 


IR.—I was interested to note from 
S your last issue that St. Anne’s, 
Soho, is not to be rebuilt, though the 
tower is to be preserved. The church 
was not of first-rate architectural interest, 
but it will be remembered with affection 
by many, and a few facts about it may be 
appropriately recalled. The facts, indeed, 
are comparatively few. Its architect is 
unknown, and although it has been 
attributed to Wren, without any evidence, 
the probability is that it was built by one 
of his assistants. It dates from 1685-8, 
and it is interesting to note that the nearby 
St. James’s, Piccadilly, was built by Wren 
in 1682-4. The interior was plain, with 
deep galleries and a spacious internal 
apsidal sanctuary, partly remodelled by 
Sir Arthur Blomfield in 1865. 

Why the original tower, a delightful piece 
of Baroque design, was pulled down in 1800 
no one seems to know; perhaps it had 
become unsafe. The authorship of the new 
tower, completed in 1803, is also a matter of 
doubt—it has been attributed to S. P. 
Cockerell and also to Henry Hakewill the 
elder. Whoever the architect, it is an extra- 
ordinary piece of work, marking a complete 
breakaway from the Gibbsian tradition of 
diminishing classical stages with decorative 
vases at the corners. Here we have only a 
louvred bell-stage surmounted by a ventilated 
cylinder, the receding step-like top of which 
is crowned with a fourway clock with a spiky 
finial. ‘The odd resemblance of this feature 
to intersecting beer-barrels has been regarded 
by some as a subtle piece of topographical 
symbolism ! 

Every lover of old London will be glad to 
know that this remarkable tower is to be 
preserved, especially the artists, for whom it 
has always had an attraction. It has caught, 
among others, the eye of Whistler, who 
recorded it in a drawing (or was it an etching?) 
which I remember seeing reproduced in one 
of the architectural magazines about 50 
years ago. 

X. 


WATER FOR BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It is customary for the builder 
to pay all charges connected with the 
supply of water to a site for building pur- 
poses. ‘This constitutes a supply for 
non-domestic use, the water authority 
making a charge for opening and tapping 
the main and supplying water to the site 
tll building is completed. Theoretically, 
the supp!y is for an unlimited period ; in 
Practice the majority of houses are com- 
pleted within a matter of, say, six months, 
and that time serves as a basis for compari- 
son between the rates for domestic and 
non-dom«stic use. 


The charge for non-domestic supplies 
vanes throughout the country and is 
causing builders some concern. While it is 
usually b:sed on the value of the building 
a shown by the licensing figure, would 
i not be fairer to base it on the cubical 
contents from foundation to eaves, plus 
Some smoi! addition for. roof work and 
chimneys where less water is used? 

Prine user of the supply is the mason, 
and size of a building rather than cost 
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should determine the amount he requires. 
It is probable that in six months as much 
water is used for domestic purposes— 
for baths, washing, cleaning and garden— 
as for the construction of a house, yet 
comparable instances can be cited where 
the domestic user may pay for that period 
£2 and the builder more than £20. 


For an authority operating under its 
own private Act, the charge for water 
for building purposes may be laid down, 
and there is little an objector can do about 
it, but an authority working under a public 
general Act such as the Water Act of 1945 is 
required to supply water for non-domestic 
purposes at reasonable terms and condi- 
tions. In default of agreement on the 
terms, the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government may determine the charge 
himself or 1efer it to an arbitrator appointed 
by him. 


The Minister is only empowered to 
determine a charge that has not been paid. 
The amount should, then, be ascertained 
as soon as possible, and objection be made 
immediately so that building may not be 
delayed since authorities usually require 
prepayment before water is laid on. 


Builders should contest exorbitant de- 
mands, and it would be interesting to know 
the outcome of any objections they may 
have made. 

FVD. 

Redruth. 


THE LEGAL VALUE OF A QUAN- 
TITY SURVEYOR’S OPINION 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In reply to ARICS (your last 
issue) there are many mystical ex- 
pressions in contract forms, with or 
without quantities, which are found to be 
worthless when brought before a judge. 
I scrub them out, insert my own stipula- 
tions to suit the position, and send drafts 
to the parties for their concurrence before 
they are invited to put their names to the 
document. 


In cases where the quantity surveyor is 
properly engaged by the architect, he 
immediately becomes the employee of the 
building owner. And where the wording 
of the bill of quantities is accepted as the 
only specification, or the bill is decided 
upon as part of the contract, in every case 
which has been brought before a court 
of law builders have been awarded addi- 
tional payment for items not fully covered 
in the bill. It seems to me that, where a 
quantity surveyor claims that the wording 
of his bill shall be taken as the specifica- 
tion in the contract, he is unaware of the 
precarious position in which he places 
himself. 'The fact is that such a surveyor, 
stipulated in law as the building owner’s 
employee and ready to accept such a 
responsibility, would entitle the architect 
to be excused from disputes that might 
arise and allow the contractor to recover 
payment from the building owner. In 
such cases, in my opinion, the architect is 
sitting in a very pleasing and comfortable 


arama W. MacDona.p. 
16, Chiswick-lane, W4. 
e*e This correspondence must now cease.—ED. 
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FOREST PRODUCTS 
RESEARCH IN 1952 


Evaluation of Tropical Timbers 


A YEAR’S work at the Forest Products 

Research Laboratory, Princes Ris- 
borough, is described in “ Forest Products 
Research 1952,” published on July 9 by 
HMSO for DSIR, price 3s. (by post, 3s. 2d.). 


Tropical Timbers. The testing and evalu- 
ation of tropical timbers, mainly colonial, 
has continued to be the laboratory’s major 
project. In many industries, including furni- 
ture manufacture, building and heavy vehicle 
building, these timbers are being used in 
place of the traditional European and North 
American species. The increase in their use 
has been greater since the war in this country 
than in any other in Western Europe. Leaf- 
lets describing new timbers and their quali- 
ties are published when tests have been 
completed. 

Seasoning and Kiln Drying. Kiln drying 
tests have been carried out during the year on 
tropical hardwoods and home-grown soft- 
woods. Drying problems of particular in- 
terest concerned the seasoning of birch for 
brush heads and the kiln drying of East 
African pencil cedar slats. 


Wood Bending. A new bending labora- 
tory was brought into use during the year 
and routine bending tests have been carried 
out on a number of tropical timbers. None 
of the timbers tested had bending properties 
equal to those of beech, but one variety, 
courbaril, appeared to be suitable for cer- 
tain types of furniture bends. 

Work on laminated bending included the 
determination of limiting radii of curvature 
of various hardwoods. Tests made to find 
the effect of the direction of growth rings 
relative to the axis of curvature of different 
types of wood showed that the relation is 
unimportant in the case of ring-porous hard- 
woods. In softwoods, however, the best re- 
sults were obtained when the growth rings 
were normal to the axis of curvature. 

Entomological Work. The common furni- 
ture beetle and the house longhorn beetle 
are at present the most important of the 
wood-destroying insects in this country and 
they have been given particular attention 
during the year. 

Biological ‘work on the common furni- 
ture beetle has been concerned with the 
effect of the condition of the infested timber 
on the larval development of the beetle. It 
was already known that decay in wood 
favoured the development of the larvae and 
experiments have started to discover the 
effect of the humidity and temperature of the 
wood on the rate of growth. Search is also 
being made for the factors in sound timber, 
its age for instance, which encourage attack 
by the beetle. 

The attacks of the house longhorn beetle, 


a formidable pest in Continental countries. 


have been mainly confined to the Surrey 
area, particularly in pine country. Insects 
have been found in the 
standing Douglas firs, in f 
other softwood timbers out of doors and 
it is believed that the infestation of roofing 
timbers in buildings in the district is caused 
by insects which have bred in these places. 
General. The publication 
work in progress on wood structure, timber 
mechanics and 
potter ce 
woods and the properties of adhesives. 
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The Royal College of Art 


(THE RCA Exhibition at the Victoria and 

Albert Museum reviews the progress 
made in the five years since the College was 
reorganised so as to shape its training 
towards a specific service to industry. It is of 
course a responsibility as wel] as a privilege 
to belong to the College, and even greater 
one to hold its Diploma. This corps 
delite, narrow of entry both qualitatively 
and quantitively, is to be measured by 
what it is hoped that industry and other 
modern patrons will also regard as a 
technical and professional yardstick. It is 
therefore encouraging to learn that Mr. 
Gordon Russell, Director of the COID, 
finds that manufacturers are recognising 11 
as a guarantee of what he calls conscien- 
tious and realist training. 

The RCA is primarily concerned with 
virtually post-graduate, or at least advanced, 
training, and the realism which Gordon 
Russell stresses evidently includes an aware- 
ness of what actually happens in produc- 
tion, which may well be of the “mass” 
variety with all its attendant dangers. That 
this implies a sound practical grasp of con- 
temporary methods and materials can be 
taken for granted: there is, however, the 
need also to provide an aesthetic margin of 
error—or rather of- safety—against the 
modification of debasement (in the currency 
sense) which may progressively blur and 
vulgarise the most brilliant original or 
prototype design, if not guarded against. 
The effects of this downhill process (a 
pathology urgently calling for more expert 
study than it has yet received) are only 
apparent in retrospect when the damage is 
done. There is, however, some hope that, 
with increasing experience of design for 
quantity production, the expert can fore- 
stall them; and some evidence that account 
is being taken of the fact at the RCA. 
Invalid Criticism 

If this be remembered, and properly 
valued, such criticisms as are occasionally 
heard of the RCA as being “more tradi- 
tional”—-or cautious, or conventional— 
than might be desired or expected, have less 
validity than at first glance may appear to 
be the case. Its students have presumably 
got out of their systems the natural ebul- 
lience one may properly look for elsewhere. 
They are shortly to be, or already are 
employed in industry, which does not 
look to them or to the College for fun and 
games. Those who profess to find the 
result a little solemn at times would no 
doubt agree that it is as well that industry, 
at least, should take the RCA seriously, and 
be periodically reassured of its serious in- 
tentions. 

The present opportunity to do so at the 
V and A is moreover a departure in 
including a proportion of work, some in 
current production, by past students. This 
is impressive in suggesting not only the 
degree to which RCA men (and women) 
are accepted in industry but also that their 
training leaves them less in need of violent 
and painful adjustment to “the facts of 
life” in popular taste, or economic and 
practical detail, than is sometimes the case 
with academically trained designers. Con- 
versely, one may safely infer that the College’s 
past students are doing industry a power of 
good educationally, though they are no 
doubt too diplomatic to point this out to 
” notoriously hyper-sensitive. 
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TWO STUDENTS’ EXHIBITIONS 


All this is admittedly an over-amplifica- 
tion of Gordon Russell's description of the 
training as realist, but since such words, 
like “practical” and “ businesslike,” are 
relative and capable of varying interpreta- 
tion, the points seem worth making if the 
Coronation Year Exhibition is to be 
properly assessed. Well-mounted to the 
design of students under Sir Hugh Casson’s 
direction, it takes us considerably further 
than previous ones in illustrating the meet- 
ing- and testing-ground of academic theory 
and technical practice: the exhibits on the 
whole come as well out of it as does the 
theory, in presenting the designer as artist- 
technician. 

The show covers the work of the Schools 
of Wood, Metals and Plastics; Silversmith- 
ing and Jewellery; Textiles; Fashion 
Design; Ceramics; Stained Glass; Graphic 
Design: Painting; Sculpture: and Engrav- 
ing. It is perhaps in the Fine Arts that the 
visitor will find the flavour more like that 
of other schools of art. In painting, the 
RCA does not seem yet to have developed 
a style as identifiable as, for instance, the 
Slade, and this may not be a bad thing. 
Sculpture seems on the whole less well 
represented than expected, but _ since 
examples by the three prize-winning 
students in the Battersea Pleasure Gardens 
competition are not available, the potential 
is difficult to judge. The graphic design is 
very good indeed, and the difference 
between poster design and “ painting for re- 
production on the hoardings ” is well appre- 
ciated. Book production and typography 
are generally excellent. The stained glass 
shows that this medium is by no means 
necessarily in a state of suspended animation. 

In view of what has been said, no 
apologies are felt to be needed for saying 
that the textiles, furniture, ceramics and 
industrial glass follow rather than lead 
trends now fairly familiar and established in 


production—though not yet seen often 
enough in shops or carefully enough 
observed by other schools. They do so 


with great fastidiousness of taste as well as 
technical competence, and if the work has 
a common factor it is that it tends to recall 
almost nostalgically tradition, and even 
“period revival” for its decoration. It is 
true that in this it simply reflects a phase 
which industrial design is going through, 
and the schools must speak the same idiom 
to make themselves understood. But, as 
has been pointed out in relation to the cur- 
rent exhibition of Brazilian Architecture, it 
is possible, as it were, to refer to the spirit 
of a tradition (in that case of “ acclima- 
tized” Portuguese Baroque) without, as it 
were, quoting it verbatim or using it as a 
copy-book. 

Though they are of a generation who 
have through enforced circumstances of 
war and otherwise, to some extent lost the 
art of ornament for ornament’s sake, per- 
haps it is not too much to hope that the 
students of the RCA will provide some of 
the inspiration so badly needed, and even 
force the pace with which they are clearly 
already able to keep step. Meantime the 
Royal College of Art deserves the fullest en- 
dorsement of what is evidently proving a wise 
and realist policy in accepting things as 
they are and designing for them, without 
introducing too many uncomfortable 
thoughts of what they might be in a perfect 
world. The Exhibition closes on August 9. 
BastL Marriott. 
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The Polytechnic School of Architecture. 


ARCHITECT S in practice to-day are fo; 
the most part so limited in the types 
of buildings they are called upon to design 
and so restricted in the money put at their dis. 
posal, that they may well settle in to a ver 
deep rut. A visit to an exhibition like tha 
held by the Regent-street Polytechnic Schoo} 
of Architecture, London, will not cnly stimy- 
late and refresh them, but at the same time 
will arouse their regret that these ambitioys 
projects on paper do not come to reality, 
The Polytechnic’s annual exhibition js 
always an enterprising affair, covering the 
whole range from first to fifth years of the 
day school and a selection of work from 
the evening schools of Architecture and 
Town Planning. The emphasis is naturally 
enough upon the day school, but the evening 
school maintains an extremely good stan- 
dard. The day school first year is an ex- 
perimental course, designed to test the suit- 
ability for the profession of would-be archi- 
tects, and to develop the student’s awareness 
of colour and texture and his sense of struc- 
tural form. Models play an important part. 
The second year course takes the use of 
single form and colour to a further stage. 
Programmes for interior designs, such as a 
coffee shop and patisserie, are interpreted 
in three dimensions, as models, to bring 
home to the student the effects of the juxta- 
position of materials and colours. In addi- 
tion the last year students have replanned 
a Kentish village, carrying out the main pro- 
ject in groups, whilst single students have 
designed individual houses. At this, and all 
stages of his career, the student prepares 
working drawings parallel with his designs. 
The third year deals with only three or so 
main programmes, of the calibre of. say, 2 
Terminal Building for BEA on the South 
Bank, or a Restaurant which forms part of 
a much larger scheme for the re-development 
of the Stamford-street area adjoining the 
Thames in London (about 15 acres), which 
is the joint effort of groups from both third 
and fourth years. The handling of this site 
offers many possibilities and the bold solu- 
tions to this problem, with multi-storey 
“slab” office blocks rising above lower 
blocks forming enclosed spaces, are the most 
outstanding achievement of the current 
fourth year. Visits to outside offices and 
actual sites are made and the students’ notes 
on their impressions are included in the 
exhibition. 

The preparation of a design thesis accom- 
panied by a written report takes up most of 
the time of the fifth and concluding year of 
the course. By this time the Polytechnic 
Student is grappling successfully with. for 
example, the rebuilding of Paddington 
Station, something that would establish (or 
ruin) the reputation of any architect for |ife! 

The small displays of work by the evening 
school students of Architecture and Town 
Planning must unfortunately be disposed of 
briefly, but the former ranges from a cinema 
club to a theological college, showing 4s 
lively a sense of design and colour as the 
day school, whilst the planners have pro- 
duced preliminary surveys and a redevelop 
ment plan for Maidstone and, topically. 4 
new town for Canvey Island. 

From this exhibition it is evident that the 
Polytechnic architect will emerge with all 
the qualities of imagination and taste which 
contemporary problems demand, and «'s0 
with a sound and thorough knowledge of the 
technical and practical matters with which 
it is necessary for the architect to be 
equipped. 

E. G. Apams, ARIBA. 
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ecture BUILDING AND PUBLIC WORKS eration would put forward in the highest 
are for quarters fpr it was represented, the 
© types . . opinions of men of the trade in whose name 
deus General Assembly of International Federation it had the right and the duty to speak. 
reir dis. E need for dewetnn Woe t : : : “I had,” he concluded, “ the great honour 
a ver HE nee stan el Weiines Gatuns Cure conazaction ia Bavope and the vocation ck: cea nat aas Wena GE 
Ke tha together, was stressed by Sim Davip international credit f rcilitie On ee ee pee ae 
Schoo! Ecctes, Minister of Works, when he Finally, the id sal i world wes. U8 eee gt “ 
stain. peony the saat lye pet age a 1 “i would consider the different ganisations is in effect the most tangible and 
be ones tne Se oe mos Tahar are, as - which influenced productivity in the the happiest manifestation of peace among 
bition armel ig oe pr ge i. ons = industry with a view to making men, It is for me a sign to which I attach 
reality Aochinects oa Maa ritis ne a ution on this subject to work now the greatest importance and it is the reason 
ion js In welcoming a assembl in the On a a —_ wba ce tyes why I shall not spare my efforts to the end 
ng. the ic Meee pen Beeman Ts 7 ie Be F =a ifferent subjects which would be that our International Federation should 
of the pa , _ ee aan et hp “ag wees studied by specialised committees their Fed- grow in strength, activity and prosperity.” 
from . ir . id 
; in this country on June 2 as he would have on 
stu BE ihci'cm te have een the Coronation sc. THE MODULAR SOCIETY’S PROGRAMME 
ak corations and in particular the use that was HE Tech 
| made of tubular scaffolding. echnical] Sub-committee of the contact direct with the in which they 
hy peering i _ occasion on which a in roti Society has issued the follow- are interested. — 
ng TZ mulor mesting of the Intemational Feder. ing, statement on the Societys future pro- General meetings will soatinne to be hel 
archi- —Sir David said they were very different The general discussions that we have pis head Wen (0. ake the more usual 
reness days from now; there was a depression in 4franged during the first six months of th orm of pipers 2%: SS Sees 
struc- . coumn uae pression in ee we s of the the subject. It is planned to hold four sueh i 
hed his y and unemployment was rife. Society’s existence have had the anticipated meetings in the forthcoming winter sessi 
Bp ow bo Sane the weather was set fair result of indicating the lines upon which the 1953-54. Papers read will be reproduced at 
r ‘ the i i P ; . ‘ ° by - 
= Bo ite ing indy, oot only became Societys work, san proed. Ther, it in te Trews woke aoe: 
= great amount of work to be d pron his, and beli é hat th esire for concrete results maries of the discussions at meetings and = it 
reted but because there ace pola peor net a “s ana p Beonigar posers t i —_ $ r 
me mong the electorate of all pont of the the speed at which development should pro- Ries gow ey for subjects and speakers are = i 4 : 
aero need for more social building; more schools, ceed. One view is that th i : BAe 
addi- more hospitals, etc. The re ens ont explore a articular sh geo. ars i id Eccles’ Interest 
ined how to build faster, better and cheaper working ae in psi Pag gg = “4 
Pro- We had very low productivity in ‘this practical problems of compiling a modular . THE FOLLOWING is the text of a letter from | 
have country after the war, he said, but although catalogue of interchangeable components Se Devie basa ; gp Minister of Works, to Sit | i 
d all we were still short of materials, good pro- The other view is that the study of prin- itn » chairman of the Provisional i 
dares gress had been made and was being made ciples should be carried further first, includ- Commnmis a the merpeone Bonny” which ‘4 
igns, in overcoming this. He thought that per- ing the definition of terms and the correla- »** vend Oy Se ASE erence Fm 
ih haps such a body as the International Feder- tion of opinions of those who have studied on duly’ s: < te 
out ation could make a call upon manufacturers the subject. I was so pleased to hear from you about 8/5 
— 2 materials to take some risks to secure Realising the importance of maintaining bos nee ee ~~ ee sacs Ve «<4 
cater output. momentum in the Society’s activities, the 24S made singe its foundation in January 9% 
nent Sir David also expressed a wish that em- Technical Sub-committee is going ahead on this year, and I am glad to know that its [Os 
- ployers would talk to their operatives about both lines and has invited members of the future programme includes the study of the i 
e - need for making sufficient profits to put Society to form the nucleus of a study- interchangeability of components from 
— Pack into their firms for modern plant and group for each, viz:— different manufacturers. i 
i a Pens Those employers who said they Study-Group No. 1—Interchangeability, The Society can make a real contribution m} 
Bed in ae ek talk to their opposite numbers to assume a 4 in./40 in. frame of reference* to any lowering of costs without sacrifice of ff 
7 sd diane about anything but wages and begin the compilation of the modular quality that may be achieved through 
iat y sale pei he thought, doing a great catalogue devising a suitable method of modular co-ordination. Claims of fare [gm 
won mia ce to themselves and to their conn- classification for it, and to report regularly reaching potentiality in this direction have igs 
and He comedic tee ai for publication in the Transactions of the been made, but I am advised that their full ou 
os deitbenasinae a . wishing success to the Society. (Convener—M. Hartland Thomas.) establishment would require intensive and af: 
the Other pind — Study-Group No. 2—Principles, to work long-term preliminary investigation. Rigt se 
Mr. Homuil “ Ae welcome were made by out the principles upon which a modular There can be no doubt that limited pree “Oy 
m- Royal Institute a orien president of the system should be constructed and applied, liminary investigations proposed by other 
of Wilfred Homstalt ir Architects and Mr. and to report regularly for publication in agencies do not make the Society’s efforts "ae 
of Sederatiuaran Buildine “1 of the National the Transactions of the Society. (Convener unnecessary or unhelpful. I sincerely hope, ve bb 
br ng Trades*Employers. —w. A. Balmain.) therefore, in the interests of the country as fh 
for The Assembly’s Activities Comments, suggestions and volunteers well as of the building industry, that the =m 
ited i t of both th Society will recei rt and full ; 
on in hee _ are invited in respect of bo ese groups. Society will receive support and full par- , 
(or presid ae ig poeta FRANKIGNOUL, By the establishment of these study- ticipation in its work from all branches of ¥F ss 
fe! Building and Public Works “ pana = groups, discussion will be carried on in the industry. hs 
ng Problems which were going to oad , future in smaller meetings, which is more Speaking earlier at the Press conference, 5 
wn by the Assembly during their visit to Lond © convenient than the discussion of technicali- Sir Alfred said there were now 250 members (9% 
of a the social fighde’ be eae ae n me ties in assemblies of some 150 people. It of the Society, nearly 100 from industria) 72% 
he tudying the problem of pratt tt is envisaged that further study-groups will firms, and three public meetings had been iia 
as - n the building industry and also the aie arise out of the work of these two initial held at the Royal Society of Arts. tpn 
he of payment by results and the methods = CUPS %° that in the ee vetine ees on he Contact had been made with interested his 
siderable proportion of members Will DE people in other countries, notably the United 


‘O- adcepted for j t : ° ; t 
introducing and applying them. directly engaged in study-group discussions. States, Belgium and Scandinavia. The Society 





P- qT were besid i 
. would be tackled ap re gine Scam The regular publication of reports from the was working in co-operation with the Build- 
by the fourth session of the Buildin nie study-groups in the Transactions will ing Research Station, which had a team 
ne Public Works Commission of the ILO. Temind all members to take part. in fh¢ studying the problems of modulisation, and 
II {2 the economic field they would study the work, either by submitting contributions for the jeader of this team had officially joined 
ws donsl au A the structure of the interna-  * For the purpose of commencing this study, this For the future programme four main meet- 
inetd per et for construction and the ©¢xpression is taken to mean that whilst any component ings had been fixed at the Royal Society of 
ro U8 Of a European network of great ees le aay af inches is prime Arts, on October 28, December 16, Febru- 
that can be brought to a 4-in. multiple by combina- ary 17 and April 28. At the first two of 


= Pg This last point was the subject 
‘on My a Transport Sub-Committee of 
/EEC. He added that one of their com- 


tion with other elements, the main interest is focused , and 
upon sizes of the order of 40 inches and multiples of these papers will be read, at the last two 
such sizes. 


the study groups will report. 
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HOUSE-BUILDING WITH A TOWER CRANE _ 28 Previous paper by trials under normal 


site conditions. 


. * Accordingly, arrangements were made to 
1.—Operational Results at Norwich co-bperait: wb 'the Mopeith City Count 
By H. F. BROUGHTON and N. S. PIPPARD in using the crane to build 14 houses to the 


toofed-in stage on the Council’s North Park 
(Crown Copyright Reserved) Avenue Estate at Eaton Park, Norwich. It 
[’ building a small traditional house about ber 16, 1951,* and the possibilities were dis- was agreed that the Building Research 
140 tons of materials are used and most cussed of using in British house-building a Station should prepare a programme and 
of this material has to be lifted or carried light rail-mounted tower crane of the Con- plan of organisation acceptable to the City 
several times, which is equivalent to moving tinental type and estimates were made of Engineer, and should observe the test and 
more than 400 tons. About 250 to 300 man- the potential savings likely to result from record any data desired. 
hours, or about 10 per cent. of the total its use. These showed that a tower crane The Norwich site was chosen for this first 
expended in building the house, are normally with an appropriate and efficient organisa- experiment for a variety of reasons. The 
spent on this work. Methods that will reduce tion and a carefully phased programme City Council had already decided to pur- 
this expenditure of labour will thus be of could save both man-hours and money in chase a rail-mounted crane for house-build- 
immediate value, particularly when it is materials handling, and the consequent re- ing, and was thus much interested. The site 
remembered that 90 per cent. of the duction of avoidable unproductive time was part of a larger development in course 
“materials handling” occurs before the should reduce the building time with a re- of construction, and the 14 houses offered 
roofed-in stage and so should be capable of sultant saving in overhead costs. for the trial were on a reasonably level site 
being carried out by mechanical means. It was appreciated that the introduction with a small set-back in the building line. 
Various devices such as hoists and powered of the tower crane to British house-building Because all labour was directly employed 
barrows have been developed for this pur- would present a number of problems, Apart by the Council under the City Engineer's 
pose, but while these machines reduce human from those concerned with the design of the control, the possible difficulties of dealing 
effort and expedite the work, their scope is track and the crane equipment such as skips, Separately with a contractor and the local 
limited. by the fact that they deal either slings, pallets, etc., for handling bricks, authority were eliminated. 
with horizontal or with vertical handling, mortar, lintols and other materials (which | Whilst the original estimates published in 
but not both. Handling above ground level will be dealt with in a subsequent article), 1951 were based upon assumed levels of 
also remains a problem. the most important factors to be considered productivity, the Norwich test was neces- 
From the early stages of the study of this were the cost of the crane in operation and sarily planned on the basis of the rates of 
problem at the Building Research Station its effect on site organisation. To restrict this production normally obtaining on that site, 
it was clear that a single all-purpose machine cost to the minimum, speed of production as the aim of the trial was to determine 
capable of both horizontal and vertical would be of paramount importance. One what reduction of unproductive time and 
handling to all parts of a building at any way of attaining this aim would be to apply saving of unskilled labour could be obtained 
height would be a most useful piece of a high concentration of labour around the in practice. The necessary production data 
plant. A machine which appeared likely to crane, thus facilitating supervision and con- were obtained from the City Engineer. The 
fulfil these requirements for house-building trol of the work, and reducing avoidable controlling rate was that of the bricklayer, 
on reasonably level sites was the small rail- unproductive time. This concentrated effort estimated at 350 bricks per bricklayer-day 
mounted mobile tower crane. Observation would move along the line of production, Of eight hours, which was somewhat lower 
of this crane in use on the Continent for completing as it went, in contrast to the than the rate assumed originally. The 
building small blocks of flats suggested that current practice of dispersing effort over a labour expenditure per house shell was now 
. he Bn yo pan economy in wide area. estimated to be 875 man-hours. 
ouse-building in this country, although no A programme was according] repared 
reliable data on its performance for this kind PILOT TRIAL and the problems of the corset aiinine of 
of work were available. A rail-mounted tower crane of a type and operations and the size of gangs to reduce 
The problem of handling materials on a size considered’ suitable for house-building unproductive time to the minimum were 
house-building site was considered in an was purchased by the Building Research taken into consideration. The operational 
article published in The Builder of Novem- Station and was subjected to a series of sequences, in relation to scaffold lifts, were 
a stability and performance tests. These tests arranged in a manner that would permit 
House-Building.” Eden, J. F.. Pippard. N.S. The ©ODfirmed the suitability of the crane and it continuity of work. The normal general and 
Builder, 1951, 181 (5674), 686-91 was decided to test the conclusions drawn in bricklayers’ labourers were replaced by a 
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mixed and placed concrete, mixed mortar 
and at other times assisted in serving the 
trades or in general labouring work. The 
constitution of other trade teams was de- 
cided by the estimated levels of productivity 
and by the need to maintain continuity of 
work for the bricklayers. The location of 
all material stacks was planned to be within 
the reach of the crane. 

The building work in the pilot trial was 
supervised by the City Engineer’s staff in 
the normal way with advice and assistance 
available from the Building Research 
Station’s technical officers resident on the 
site. The man-hours expended were recorded 
and the work was measured by the Station’s 
observers and reconciled daily with the 
Norwich City records. 

Table 1 shows a comparison of the actual 
results with the programme figures. 

Items 1-6 inclusive show only the man- 
hours of the skilled or semi-skilled operatives 
engaged in the work described. All labourers’ 
times in concreting, handling materials, spoil 
disposal, or other labouring work are shown 
in item 7. Item 8 shows the hours spent by 
the crane in handling materials, maintenance, 
breakdown and idle time. 

Broadly, the actual man-hours in the trades 
agreed with the programme, but those of the 
labourers were some 20 per cent. more than 
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THE BUILDER 109 
TABLE I—MAN-HOURS PER HOUSE-SHELL IN PILOT TRIAL 
Man-hours Man-hours 
actually taken | in programme 
(1) Erect crane and lay track... ma 27 22 
(2) Excavate, back fill and place hardcore 40 45 
(3) All brickwork to roofed-in stage 438 457 
(4) Scaffolding ‘ = es a 49 48 
(5) First-floor joists and roof carcassing 42 45 
(6) Roof covering (felt, battens and tiles) 43 ca 
(7) Materials handling and concreting 217 179 
(8) Crane driver on above operations 36 35 
Totals per house-shell to roofed-in stage ... 892 875 
Building time (days)... 57 (9 hrs.) 62 (8 hrs.) 











had been estimated. This difference was in 
the main due to the fact that it was necessary 
to employ an additional man continuously in 
re-tempering the bricklayers’ mortar in the 
exceptionally hot weather experienced 
throughout the test, and also to an unfore- 
seen shortage of scaffolding and the conse- 
quent longer tailing-off of the use of the 
crane and handling team at the end of the 
test. 

In general, it may be said that the main 
objectives of the pilot test were achieved. 
It demonstrated that house-shells, including 
foundations to roof, could be built with a 
tower crane to a planned programme, with 
an appreciable saving in time, man-hours 
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Fig. >.—The working programme as arranged around the tower crane for working days of 


eight hours. 


and labour costs compared with previous 
performance on the site. At the same time 
valuable experience of the most efficient form 
of organisation to be used with the crane was 
gained upon which to base further trials. No 
objections to the use of the crane or the 
method of working could be found by cither 
the management or the operatives. On the 
contrary, the general opinion was favourable, 
and a further trial was agreed upon. 


PRODUCTION RUN 


Throughout the study it had been realised 
that the advantages of producing house-shells 
rapidly would be partly lost unless the finish- 
ing operations could be phased to match the 
rate of shell production. The second trial 
therefore took the form of a production run 
in which the building of 32 houses was ob- 
served through all stages including finishings 
and site works. 

Experience with the pilot trial suggested 
that certain modifications should be made to 
the incentive scheme to suit the conditions 
brought about by the use of the crane. These 
modifications were introduced for this run. 

The layout of the group of houses selected 
for the production run is shown in Fig. 1. As 
in the pilot trial, the site was reasonably level 
but the layout was such that the crane would 
be required to turn through approximately 
90 deg. at two points and through about 45 
deg. ata third. A turntable was designed and 


. made by the Building Research Station in two 


sections for easy handling by the crane. This 
table enabled the crane to negotiate the right- 
angled turns, whilst a curved track was pro- 
vided for the slower turn. The crane track 
and the location of the material stacks are 
also shown in Fig 1. 

Summarising briefly, it was hoped that this 
production run would show the advantages 
of a combination of :— 

(a) The employment of a multi-purpose 
handling machine. 

(b) The concentration of labour around 
the machine, resulting in improved super- 
vision and reduction of unproductive time. 

(c) The detailed planning of production 
and related manual labour. 


THE PROGRAMME 


The 32 houses were to be in two terraces 
of twelve and two blocks of four, around 
the perimeter of a roughly rectangular site. 
The houses were of an average floor area of 
920 sq. ft. superficial area, and each contained 
the work content of approximately 20,000 
bricks. They were of conventional design 
and construction and presented no unusual 
features. : 

For the purposes of programming, the 
work was considered in three distinct groups 
of operations, ic, the shells, including 
foundations, to the roofed-in stage, the in- 
terior finishings and the site works, and the 
three sections were linked in one master pro- 
gramme (see Fig. 2). In this way the finish- 
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ings and site works were phased with the 
completion of shells, the construction of 
which was the only work directly controlled 
by the crane. 

It had been hoped to carry out the handling 
of materials for the foundations by two 
methods of mechanical handling; the crane 
to be used for the first 12 houses and 
a concreting boom for the remainder. The 
programme was identical for the two 
methods. It was not possible, however, to 
carry out the latter method, and in the fol- 
lowing discussion, the man-hours per house 
for the foundations are those actually re- 
corded for the first 12 houses, since the 
foundations of the other 20 houses were 
constructed by conventional methods. 

The aims of the programme were the com- 
pletion of the houses in the shortest possible 
time consistent with economy and good 
workmanship, the reduction of unproductive 
time to a minimum and the most efficient em- 
ployment of the labour force. The pro- 
gramme in each case depended on the time 
taken by the longest or “key ” operation 
since there would have been little advantage 
in speeding up any one trade if the others 
coulc not keep pace. 

. Considering the house-shell as an example, 
it is obvious that in traditional building the 
key operation is the brickwork. The speed 
with which this work can be completed is 
controlled by several factors: 

(a) The work content; 

(b) the available labour force; 

(c) the productivity of the bricklayers; 

(d) the physical limitations imposed by 

the needs of scaffolding, the limitations im- 

posed by green work, and the number of 

bricklayers that can economically be 
employed on the scaffold. 

At Norwich each house contained approxi- 
mately 17.500 bricks, or their equivalent in 
work content, above dpc. The expected pro- 
duction rate was approximately 350 bricks 
per bricklayer-day, so that theoretically 50 
bricklayers could build at the rate of one 
house-shell per day and the crane could ser- 
vice the work at this speed. However, con- 
sideration had to be given to the limitations 
mentioned at (d) above, and the need to con- 
centrate the labour force around the crane, 
and for the crane to service other trades. 
Furthermore, using normal methods of put- 
log scaffolding no more than one lift of 
brickwork per day can properly be completed 
on any given length of work because of the 
scaffolding intervals required and the diffi- 
culties of scaffolding on green work. It 
appeared that a four-day cycle was the opti- 
mum, and it was decided to use two teams of 
12 bricklayers, working in parallel to a pro- 
gramme of 4,375 bricks laid per day by each 
team. The overall rate of brickwork pro- 
duction was thus two days per house; opera- 
tions preceding and following the brickwork 
being phased to this two-day cycle. The 
programme provided a “ build-up” period 
to the completion of the roof of the first two 
houses, after which the two-day cycle per 
house operated to the completion of the last 
roof, on the 84th working day. In addition. 
three days were allowed for striking scaffold 
and clearing away- 

Finishings and site works were scheduled 
to take full advantage of the planned speed 
of shell-production and to commence on the 
thirty-fifth working day, immediately follow- 
ing completion of the first roofs. All oper- 
ations were phased within the shell cycle 
time. The man-hour content of the pro- 
grammes is summarised in Table IL. 
when using such a closely integrated pro- 
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TABLE IL—PROGRAMMED MAN-HOURS FOR PRODUCTION RUN 











Operation Group | Total Per house 
(1) Foundations and shells to roofed-in stage ... sid 26,304 822 
(2) Internal finishings to completion oe] 27,488 | 859 
(3) External site works ... eae ve | 8,160 | 255 
Total programmed man-hours al 61,952 1,936 





gramme, adherence to the time cycle was 
considered of primary importance since any 
serious deviation from the times set for any 
operation within the programme would dis- 
rupt following operations and result in 
disorganisation and wasted time. It was 
necessary that any gain or loss in time should 
be corrected as soon as possible. 

At first sight it might be thought that 
close adherence to the set times of. Fig. 2 
would be impossible, but in practice it has 
been found that whilst the programme 
appears rigid, there is considerable flexibility 
within the overall times allowed for oper- 
ations. Such external works as boundary 
walls, manholes, outhouses, and pre-built 
chimney stacks, which do not seriously 
affect the house-production rate, provided an 
outlet for any unexpected increase in pro- 
ductivity, whilst a slowing could be corrected 
by overtime or by an intelligent re-grouping 
of the existing force. 

The introduction of such a major piece of 
mechanical plant and of a new method of 
organisation created new problems of super- 
vision and gang constitution. To keep to 
the minimum the time that the crane was 
on the site, it was mecessary to ensure 
adequate material supplies and to provide 
sufficient ancillary plant, both mechanical, 
such as concrete mixers and mortar mills, 
and hand plant, such as scaffolding, etc. 

Materials were ordered to the programme 
well in advance of the start of the work and 
were stacked, as previously planned, in 
appropriate quantities, opposite the houses in 
which they were to be used. Sufficient 
materials for 12 house-shells were placed 
before commencement and the remainder 
were delivered during the progress of the 
work. 

Sufficient scaffolding for six houses was in 
continuous use throughout the work. A 
10/7 concrete mixer and a rotary mortar 
mill completed the mechanical equipment. 

The need for constant control to main- 
tain the programme dictated the scale of 
supervision. A foreman was selected to 
supervise all crane-assisted operations and 
external works, whilst a second foreman was 
made responsible for all internal finishing 
works. Neither of the foremen employed 
had had previous experience of the crane 
beyond that gained in the pilot trial. 

All concreting and servicing work was 
done by two teams which together consisted 
of the crane driver and six labourers, who 
mixed and placed concrete, mixed mortar. 
loaded pallets with bricks, and attended upon 
the crane and all trades. No other labourers 
were employed on the crane-assisted work 
with the exception of the tiler’s mate. 

The importance of the crane-driver’s 
position in the organisation cannot be over 
emphasised. He virtually controls the pro- 
gramme and it was found necessary to 
inform him of any variation in the duties of 
the various gangs and of any need to correct 
the speed of progress. 

Apart from bricks, mortar, concrete, etc., 
certain components were prepared on the 
site for handling by the crane, the object 
being to maintain continuity of work and 
to speed up erection rather than to save 
cost in their assembly, although in general 
both these results were achieved. All lin- 





tols and concrete door-hoods were pre-cast, 
chimney stacks above plate level were built 
on the ground in four sections ready for 
hoisting into position. Trimmed stair-well 
joisting sections were assembled prior to 
placing. These components were lifted into 
place by the crane in an average time of 
under three minutes, eliminating delay in 
brickwork and tiling, and in some cases 
saving the considerable expense of erecting 
and striking scaffolds or form-work. 

The man-hours expended, compared with 
the programmed man-hours, are shown in 
Table III. 

To appreciate fully the value of the re- 
sults achieved in this trial it must be under- 
stood that the houses and the site were in 
no way specially planned. The particular 
group was the only development of sufficient 
size available, and the houses were in all 
respects similar to those already erected on 
the estate. The operatives were for the most 
part entirely unaccustomed to working with 
a crane and were unfamiliar with the 
methods to be used, and the work was car- 
ried out during the worst months of the year, 
i.c., from September, 1952, to February, 
1953. 

A higher rate of bricklaying was achieved 
than was expected. In consequence, a 
smaller team was able to complete the 
work in the programmed time with a 
resultant saving in man-hours. This 
increased productivity was also found in the 
other crane-assisted operations, i.e., the car- 
penters’ and tilers’ work. Tiling was carried 
out by the bricklayers according to normal 
practice in the Norwich area. 

It cannot be said that the increased labour 
productivity was directly due to the influence 
of the crane, although the regularity of 
service gained by its use and the improved 
supervision made possible by the concentra- 
tion of labour undoubtedly reduced unpro- 
ductive time in all trades. 

The crane team man-hours show a saving 
of seven hours per house against the pro- 
grammed time. It was planned to use this 
team to load the scaffold before the starting 
time of the bricklayers and in practice this 
method proved extremely useful. In fact. 
the full team was not required for this pur- 
pose and consequently a small saving was 
made in the expected overtime. 

On the internal finishing work and the 
site works, savings were made in all trades 
except the plasterer and painter. In both 
these trades the difficulties caused by bad 
weather and sudden temperature changes 
tended to slow up the work, and additional 
Operatives were added to the teams to maili- 
tain the programme. 

The general saving on the programmed 
man-hours was undoubtedly due to the care- 
ful planning of and adherence to the time- 
cycle and the continuity of employment thus 
ensured in all trades. As each team com- 
menced work on the scheme, its leader could 
organise his work with confidence for the 
complete group of 32 houses within the over- 
all plan. This created an interest in the 
work which resulted in a general endeavou' 
to maintain the progress as planned. 

The overall results show that a substantia! 
improvement in output was made on a silc 
where the level of production had been abou! 
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TABLE Ifl.—MAN-HOURS PER HOUSE IN PRODUCTION RUN 






































i - Per House 
Operation 
Programmed Actual 
Man-hours Man-hours 
“(1 Erect crane and lay track ... sin 21 21 
(2) Excavate, back fill and Frage hardcore 40 41 
(3) All brickwork to roofed-in stage ... 432 384 
(4) Scaffolding ... Re ite eee 57 53 
(5) First-floor joists and roof carcassing 67 34 
(6) Roof covering (felt, battens, and tiles) 39 32 
(7) Materials handling and concreting 140 133 
(8) Crane driver on above operations si ee 26 25 
Total for foundations and shells to roofed-in stage on 822 | 723 
(9) Bricklayers internal finishin 188 184 
(10) Carpenters do. do. 170 130 
(11) Plastering... a ‘ine one 160 225 
(12) Plumbing (internal and external) | 121 87 
(13) Painting and glazing ase 160 186 
(14) Electrical installation 48 43 
(15) Gas installation =... wee 6 5 
(16) Floor layer (Semtex tiling) 6 5 
Total for internal finishings 859 865 
(17) Drainage 140 127 
(18) Fencing Johan ai rates | 26 23 
(19) Boundary and wing walls ... 33 29 
(20) Garden paths ies ae fags _ eee we wed 2 eel 41 35 
(21) Unloading (actual, completed before site works programme | 

finalised) dit Se ee ee a? ve] 15 15 
Total for external site works 255 229 
| 1,936 | 1,817 

Building time 132 days 132 days 

(8 hrs.) | (8 brs.) 





the average for the country as a whole. A 
comparison of the results at Norwich with 
the average obtained from a recent survey 
of housing contracts in England and Wales 
shows that there was a saving of about a 
thousand man-hours per house. To illus- 
trate more clearly this achievement in rela- 
tion to national production, the crane- 
assisted and carefully organised building at 
Norwich had so improved production that 
the relative position of production there was 
changed from about the middle of the 
national scale to a position among the five 
per cent. of sites with the highest production 
rates. In fact, of the contracts studied in 
the survey, only four out of a total of 151 
achieved lower man-hours. 

In addition to the reduction of man-hours, 
a further important saving was that of build- 
ing time. It is estimated that the 32 houses 
were completed in the time normally needed 
to complete 20 with the same labour strength. 
This resulted in an appreciable reduction of 
Overhead costs. 

_The precise effect of these dual savings at 
Norwich cannot be ascertained, as the 
group of 32 houses forms, for the purposes 
of acc-untancy, only a part of a much larger 
development which is not yet complete. 

An estimate of the savings in relation to 


average conditions can, however, be made 
b 1 ¢ « 

on the basis of the reduction of man-hours 

and site time. The reduction of overhead 


charges due to the reduction of building time 
may be partly offset by the extra cost of 
Staff which may be necessary to provide the 
Organis.tion required for the increased speed 
of production. «From the available data it 
seems likely that there should be, on the 
averacc, a net saving in overheads of about 
£25 pei house. Any additional cost of bonus 
due to the higher production will, of course, 
depend on the targets employed, but assum- 
img tai all operatives receive 20 per cent. 
Over standard rates, the total cost of bonus 
will be about £63, ie., 20 per cent. of the 
cost of 1,817 man-hours achieved. For the 
Present purpose the whole of the bonus pay- 
meni may be offset against the savings in 


order to obtain a minimum estimate of the 
likely overall savings. 

The cost of the crane, including all charges, 
is 16s. per hour. On an average site, there- 
fore, a saving of about £100 per house could 
be expected, made up as follows:— 


£ 
Saving in man-hours, 1,000 af3s.2$d. ... 160 
Saving in overhead charges <a ee 25 
185 
£ 
Cost of bonus ___... ee aa 
Cost of crane 25 hrs. at 16s. ... 20 83 


Estimated saving £102 

In considering the results it is impossible 
at this stage to separate those savings 
directly attributable to the use of the crane 
and those attributable to careful planning 
and organisation, though the latter certainly 
played a very considerable part. Further 
experiments are in progress designed to 
isolate these separate influences. 

The mobile tower crane is not, of course, 
applicable to al! sites. Its use on sloping 
sites and with irregular layouts will be 
limited, but the extent of these limitations 
is as yet undefined. Work is in hand to 
determine the comparative economics of the 
use of turn-tables, points and other appli- 
ances to negotiate irregular Jayouts, and of 
methods and equipment to overcome the 
difficulties of sloping sites. Available 
information suggests, however, that even in 
its present form the crane and track should 
be applicable to about one-third of the hous- 
ing sites in the country. 

(To be concluded) 
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OBITUARY 


C. F. Blythin, FRIBA 


THE DEATH has taken place, in hospital 
on July 7, of Mr. Charles Frederick Blythin, 
FRIBA. He was senior partner of the firm 
of Riches and Blythin, of Croydon. 


G. H. Williams, MC, FRIBA 
WE REGRET to record the death of Mr. 
Geoffrey Hyde Williams, MC, FRIBA, 
MTPI, of Windsor. Mr. Williams, a part- 
ner in the firm of Edginton and Spink, held 
the RIBA Distinction in Town Planning. 


Col. J. H. Hurst 


THE DEATH has occurred in Sydney of 
Colonel John Herbert Hurst, a distinguished 
soldier and architect. He was 83. 

Born in England, Colonel Hurst arrived 
in Western Australia in 1887. After dis- 
tinguished service in the first World War, 
he became Inspector of Artillery at Army 
Headquarters, Melbourne. On his retirement 
from the Army in 1922, he resumed practice 
as an architect and was secretary of the New 
South Wales Institute of Architects from 
1923 to 1940. 


Gilbert Bayes 


WE REGRET to announce the death of 
Mr. Gilbert Bayes, who died on July 10 in 
London at the age of 81. Mr. Bayes was 
a decorative sculptor with a keen sense of 
the relationship between sculpture and 
architecture. ‘ 

Early in demand by architects, for the 
National Museum of Wales, Cardiff, Mr. 
Bayes did the groups representing the pre- 
historic and classic periods, and for the 
Victoria and Albert Museum the figures of 
Sir Charles Barry and Sir William Chambers. 
In lighter vein, the frieze representing “ The 
Drama Through the Ages” on the Saville 
Theatre, Shaftesbury Avenue, in 1931, gained 
for him the silver medal of the Royal 
Society of British Sculptors. © 

Other works by him are the John the 
Baptist Fountain for the Merchant Taylors’ 
Company; the memorial lectern in bronze, 
enamel, and mosaic in the Savoy Chapel; 
the memorial to Constant Coguelin for the 
Comédie Frangaise; and the 1914-18 war 
memorial to sportsmen on the south-east 
wall of Lords Cricket Ground. 

In 1938 he was elected presideat of the 
Royal Society of British Sculptors, and he 
was an honorary member of the Royal In- 
stitute of Painters in Water Colours, and 
frequently showed statuettes at its exhibi- 
tions. 


THE MALL ARCHES 


For Use in Palm House at Kew 


WHEN the decorative arches in the Mall 
have been removed, they will be taken to 
Kew Gardens and used as the bones of the 
rebuilt Palm House. Sm Davip 
Minister of Works, gave this news when he 
was replying to the toast of “ Our Guests” 
at the Coronation year dinner of the Parlia- 
ae Press Gallery at Westminster last 
week. 

Sir David Eccles said that there had been 
some discussion about the use which could 
be made of the arches, and the Ministry’s 
chief architect, Mr. Eric Bedford, CVO, 
ARIBA, came forward with the suggestion 
that they should be used in the Palm House, 
which was falling down and for the replace- 
ment of which the Treasury had agreed to 
spend £250,000. The arches would be placed 
heel to toe in their new position. 
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RIBA 


Notes from Council Minutes 


THE following notes are taken from the 
minutes of the RIBA Council Meeting 
held on July 7: 


Appointment of Honorary Officers for 
the Session 1953-1954.—Mr. P. G. Fairhurst 
(F), having been re-appointed Chairman of 
the Allied Societies’ Conference, remains a 
Vice-President. Mr. C. H. Aslin (F) was 
re-appointed a Vice-President. Messrs. 
E. D. Jefferiss Mathews (F) and S. Rowland 
Pierce (F) were appointed Vice-Presidents. 
Mr. Kenneth M. B. Cross (F) was re- 
appointed Honorary Secretary and Mr. 
Thomas E. Scott (F) was re-appointed 
Honorary Treasurer. 


APPOINTMENTS : 


Elmes Testimonial Fund.—Mr. Harold A. 
Dod (F) re-appointed for a further term of 
three years. 

Rotherham Technical College: Building 
Advisory Committee——Professor Stephen 
Welsh (F) re-appointed for a further term 
of three years. 

RIBA Architecture Bronze Medal Jury. 
Devon and Cornwall Society of Architects. 
—Major Robert Potter (F), President, 
Wessex Federal Society of Architects. 

Friends of the City Churches: Council.— 
Mr. W. Godfrey Allen (F), in place of Pro- 
fessor A. E. Richardson (F). 

London Society: Council—The Lord 
Mottistone (F), in place of Professor A. E. 
Richardson (F). 

Southern Regional Council for Further 
Education: Advisory Committee for Civil 
Engineering and Building—Mr. J. R. Tol- 
son (F) re-appointed for a further term of 
three years. 

BSI Committee USM /1: Co-ordination of 
Definitions, Units and Technical Data.— 
Mr. D. W. Aldred (F) in place of Mr. 
Charles Sykes (F). 


BSI Committees on Cleansing and 
Sterilising Equipment for _—_ Hospitals: 
SGC/13 and SGC/14.—Mr. John R. 
Weeks (A). 

BSI Committee NFE/-: Non-ferrous 
Metals Industry Standards Committee.— 
Mr. D. W. Aldred (F) in place of Mr. 


Charles Sykes (F). 

BSI Committee S/14: Manufacturers 
Trade and Technical Literature —Mr. G. 1. 
Goulden (A) and Mr. Denzil Nield (A). 

BSI Committee T1IB/6/7: Use _ of 
Adhesives in Joinery—Mr. G. Newell (A) 
and Mr. R. T. Walter (A) in place of Mr. 
David Booth (F). 

New Members and Retired Members of 
Council——The President welcomed new 
members of the Council and, on_ his 
proposition, a vote of appreciation of the 
services of those members who had retired 
since the last meeting was passed unani- 
mously. 

The Honorary Corresponding Member- 
ship-—Mr. Dragisa Brasovan and Professor 
Juraj Neidhardt have accepted the Council's 
nomination for election as Honorary 
Corresponding Members for Yugoslavia. 

Co-ordination of Standards for Wood and 
Metal Windows for Houses.—The Secre- 
tary reported that the British Standards 
Institution had been asked to convene a 
meeting of representatives of the BSI Com- 
mittees concerned to investigate the general 
co-ordination of standards for domestic win- 
dows, both wood and metal, with special 
reference to existing standards and those 
now in the course of preparation, with a 
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view to securing interchangeability and a 
more general relation to the dimensions of 
openings in brickwork. The Council 
approved this action taken on the recom- 
mendation of the Science Committee. 

Christmas Holiday Lectures for Young 
People-——The Hon. Lionel Brett (A) accep- 
ted the Council’s invitation to give two 
Christmas Holiday Lectures for Young 
People at the Royal Institute during the 
Christmas period, 1953. 

RIBA_ Architecture Bronze Medal: The 
Berks, Bucks and Oxon Architectural Asso- 
ciation.—Formal approval was given to the 
award made by the Jury of the Berks, Bucks 
and Oxon Architectural Association for the 
six years ending December 31, 1951, in 
favour of the Cippenham Infant and 
Nursery School, Bucks, designed by Mr. 
F. A, C. Maunder (F). 

Revision of Rules: The West Yorkshire 
Society of Architects—Approval was given 
to the draft of revised rules submitted b: 
the West Yorkshire Society of Architects. 


CARLISLE CATHEDRAL 
Archeological Discoveries Made 


J MPORTANT archeological discoveries 

are being made at Carlisle, where ex- 
cavation is taking place in the historic 
grounds of the cathedral. 

An article on the subject, which we re- 
produce here, appears in the July issue of 
“Team Spirit,” the monthly news sheet 
issued by John Laing and Son, Ltd.: 

The company has been engaged on 
restoration work at the cathedral for some 
time, and is now carrying out excavation 
work to assist in the research work of F. G. 
Simpson, who is Archeological Officer to 
Carlisle Corporation. 

The full extent of the discoveries is not 
yet known, but they are considered to be 
of considerable significance to archeologists. 
The foundations of the Norman nave wall 
were soon found. It is interesting to see how 
shallow are these Norman foundations and 
also the fact that the trial shaft struck the 
very point where there has been a doorway. 
The next strata showed the rubble under the 
Norman foundations and just below this 
there was found a considerable number of 
human bones, The fact that they were all 
jumbled up points to the fact that they are 
a re-interment and not an original burial. 
Their position points to the fact that they 
are the bones of people who lived in Carlisle 
more than 800 years ago. 

Digging deeper, the men struck stonework. 
which revealed a massive cave wall held to- 
gether by hard white mortar, the same type 
of mortar that has been found elsewhere in 
Northern Britain, and denotes the Constan- 
tinian period. 

Underneath were found two layers of what 
archeologists call occupation —_ earth, 
separated by layers of carefully puddled red 
clay, and both these layers still contain 
pottery of the third century. Further exca- 
vation revealed another deposit of earth con- 
taining pottery of the middle and later 
second century. 

Excavation has now reached a depth of 
15 feet, and the most recent discovery is a 
black oak beam believed to be of the fourth 
or fifth century, which is still in an excellent 
state of preservation. 





Annual Report 


The 1952 annual report of the Artists’ 
General Benevolent Institution and Artists’ 
Orphan Fund has now been issued from 
Burlington House, Piccadilly, W1. 
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ESTATE AGENTS’ 
INSTITUTE 


End of an Artificial Business Era 


AN artificial phase of business for estate 

agents had now come to an end anda 
new phase was being entered upon which 
would be quieter, more sober and more diff. 
cult. This view was expressed by Mr. Myies 
V. H. FRAncis in his presidentia! address 
the Chartered Auctioneers’ and Estate 
ee Institute on July 9. Mr. Francis 
said : — 

Since the turn of the tide of the war the 
profession of the land has had an era of 
unparalleled prosperity. With peace the 
floodgates were opened for the disposal of 
houses and estates held up by hostilities, 
With a plentiful supply of liquid capital, 
prices and values rose to high levels. 

On the professional side there has been 
the enormous task of clearing up war 
damage, the vast amount of valuation work 
resulting from parts VI and VII of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1947, and the 
nationalisation schemes of the last adminis- 
tration. ... 

I am not a pessimist, but I think it is right 
to say that as the result of the above we are 
entering upon a quieter and more sober and 
more difficult period of business and it be- 
hoves us and the staffs we employ to adjust 
ourselves now in the realisation that much 
of the work falling on us in the last eight 
years has come from the results of war and 
experiments in nationalisation or semi- 
nationalisation. In other words we have 
run out of an artificial period in our pro- 
fessional careers. 


Rents Muddle 


In connection with the Rent Restrictions 
Acts, the president had this to say:— 

The chaotic muddle brought about by 
the Rent Restrictions Acts has gone far 
beyond the feeling of victimisation and 
despair of a particular class of the com- 
munity. Leading articles in the responsible 
Press, reasoned arguments in memoranda o! 
the leading professional bodies, all prove 
that the time has now been reached when 
the matter must be treated as one of urgent 
public policy. It is to be hoped that the 
Government will have the courage to grasp 
the nettle and deal with the problem imme- 
diately and comprehensively. 

With a wide experience of the management 
of rent-controlled property I can say that 
after five years of war when practically no 
repairs were possible, followed by a three- 
fold rise in the cost of repairs with no com- 
pensating rise in rents, considerable capital 
expenditure will be required to catch up 
with the unnecessary and rapid deterioration 
taking place in the smaller type of middle 
and working class property, hitherto kepi in 
good condition. The Marley Report said in 
1931 “. . . we fully appreciate that, in im- 
posing control on those who own or have 
invested their money in house property, 
Parliament is imposing on one section of 
property owners restrictions which it is im- 
posing on no other; and, whenever restric- 
tions of this kind are imposed in the gene‘al 
interest, cases of great hardship among the 
class controlled are bound to occur.” It is 
22 years since that statement was made. 

The hardship to-day has become so u!- 
bearable that many good and responsible 
owners are, by sheer necessity, being driven 
out of their property investments at sacri!~ 
cial prices, and the ownership is passing ‘© 
a great. extent to those less conscientious |” 
discharging their duties as landlords. 
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NFBTE 
Mechanisation in Building 


A DDR ESSING the half-yearly meeting of 
<% the Midland Federation of Building 
Trades Employers at Kenilworth, on July 
10. Mr. WILFRED HORSFALL, president 
NFBTE, said : eee 
“Speaking in the manufacturing region in 
this mechanical age I should like to make 
two appeals, the first to contractors to in- 
crease their use of mechanical aids wherever 
economical and the second to manufacturers 
to produce machines which are suitable for 
the smaller contractors. There is here, I 
suggest, a lucrative field for private enter- 
prise whether manufacturers or purchasers. ’ 


LMBA 
Grave Shortage of Apprentices 
I ONDON may shortly be faced with a 

4 grave shortage of building trade appren- 
tices, according to the half-yearly report 
of the LMBA, which is to be presented at 
the half-yearly meeting of the Association 
on July 23. 

The intake of apprentices during the first 
half of this year, says the report, has again 
dropped, and the position is now extremely 
serious. 

The adult craft strength must shortly be 
expected to decline, and unless there is a 
very rapid increase in the number of 
apprentices indentured, the industry will find 
itself unable to meet its commitments in the 
vast building programme which lies ahead. 

Many boys have been lost to the industry 
because of the lack of vacancies at the 
right moment, and it is vitally necessary 
that more vacancies be found, and more 
employers fulfil their obligation to train 
the craftsmen of the future. 

The LMBA now has a “ Roll of Appren- 
tice Masters,” and all members with inden- 
tured apprentices appear in it. It is hoped 
that this scheme will encourage those firms 
not at present taking apprentices to take 
oy and thus qualify for inclusion in the 
roll. 


LCC Architects v. LMBA at Cricket 


THE LMBA Cricket CLUB were at home 
to the LCC Architects’ Cricket Club in a 
match at the Blue Circle ground on Bromley 
Common recently. 

Winning the toss, the LMBA batted first, 
and after losing A. F. Wallis cheaply, pro- 
ceeded to pile up runs. R. W. Triggs was 
100 not out and E. Lessiter 63 when the 
captain, G. P. Parker, declared at 211 for 4. 

The architects opened slowly, too slowly 
as it turned out, and though later D. A. 
Baldwin. E. C. Jeffries, J. Munro and C. 
Brannigan hit out and scored quickly, they 
were still six runs behind, 205 for 5, when 
Stumps were drawn at seven o'clock. 

Cheering on their side were the LCC 
Establishment Officer, Mr. G. C. Miles, and 
the Chief Administrative Officer, Mr. C. E. 
Nicholson. The LMBA was represented 
by Mr. Philip Smallwood and Mr. J. S. 
Galbraith, two of the past-presidents, the 
Secretary, Mr. R. E. Stenning, and several 
members of the council. 


OPERATIVES’ WAGE CLAIM 
Rejection by Industrial Disputes Tribunal 

THe INDUSTRIAL DisPUTES TRIBUNAL has 
rejected a claim by the building workers’ 
unions for a wage increase of 6d. an hour. 
The claim, which affected about a million 
employees, was referred to the tribunal after 
a ballot in the unions had decided on arbitra- 
tion in preference to a strike. 
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SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
FEDERATION 


Half-yearly General Meeting 


HE half-yearly general meeting of the 
Southern Counties Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers was held at Southamp- 
ton on July 7 and 8 under the presidency of 
Mr. R. W. Whittington. 

Mr. W. HorsFatt, National president, 
who proposed the toast of “The Southern 
Counties Federation” at the official 
luncheon, said that the Southern Counties 
was second to none among the 10 Regional 
Federations which combined to make up the 
National Federation. There could be no- 
thing but admiration for the Region’s pioneer 
work and only recently its Memorandum on 
Tendering Procedure, after being circulated 
to and examined by other Regions, had be- 
come the basis of National policy. 

Turning to the subject of housing, the 
National president indicated that results so 
far had confirmed the wisdom of Mr. Mac- 
millan’s policy of giving increased freedom 
to private enterprise house-builders—the 
number of houses built by them in the first 
quarter of this year being 84 per cent. more 
than in the first quarter of 1952. 

Mr. R. W. WHITTINGTON said that re- 
cent months had been eventful for the build- 
ing industry. The larger programme of 
1953, brought about by the relaxation in 
licensing control, had begun to show good 
results in the completion of homes, indus- 
trial buildings and schools. Representations 
which the National Federation had made for 
the removal of all licensing restrictions on 
housing were supported by the Southern 
Counties for the reason that it was believed 
that, if such freedom was gained, it would 
mean speedier housing and no loss of pro- 
gress to the programmes of local authorities. 
A free market would be the greatest possible 
contribution to a reduction in costs. 

Having underlined the need for architects 
and builders to work together in close 
liaison, Mr. Whittington pointed out that, 
if the housing programme was to be main- 
tained and developed, it was essential that 
those responsible for the distribution of sup- 
plies should see to it that delivery was made 
as quickly as possible. There was under- 
standing of the need for export, but equally 
there was concern at the increased costs 
arising) from delays or non-arrival of 
materials. At the same time, the further- 
ance of the housing programme depended 
on the building force being maintained and 
developed; and this, together with the quality 
of craftsmanship for which this country had 
long been famed, would be assisted if com- 
plete support was given to the very excellent 
apprenticeship scheme operating throughout 
the industry. The apprenticeship scheme 
commanded and deserved the support of 
everyone, and when those responsible were 
issuing contracts, they should take due note 
of contractors who were taking and training 
a full quota of apprentices. 

So far as the Southern Counties Feder- 
ation was concerned, he added, it would con- 
tinue to work for greater co-operation be- 
tween all sections of the building industry 
and, in this Coronation year, to establish con- 
ditions which were such as to benefit not 
only the public which the industry served 
but to make their country greater than it 
had ever been before. 





College Prospectus 

The South-East London Technical College 
Department of Building has issued its pros- 
pectus for the session 1953-54. 
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CAREERS IN BUILDING 


Brixton Prize-giving 

A PRIZE DISTRIBUTION for the second- 

ary technical school of the LCC 
Brixton School of Building, Ferndale-rd., 
SW4, was held at the Lambeth Town Hall 
on June 25 in the presence of the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Lambeth and representatives of 
the building employers’ and operatives’ 
organisations. Many parents of scholars 
and prize-winners were also there. Included 
in the prizes were special awards by the 
Federation of Master Builders (Area No. 27) 
for proficiency in craft work. 


Sik GRAHAM Savace, CB, in presenting the 
prizes, referred to the great value of technical 
subjects in a secondary school course fcr 
certain types of boy. He mentioned also the 
great benefits which British industry had 
derived from the secondary _ technical 
schools and from the junior technical schools 
before them. 


The Headmaster, Mr. F. H. Mackay, 
stated in his report that all leavers from the 
school this year had aiready been placed in 
suitable jobs connected with the building 
industry and that, in fact, many more boys 
could have been placed had they been avail- 
able. About two-thirds of the boys go into 
craft apprenticeships, the remainder enter 
the offices of building contractors or consult- 
ants to train for professional qualifications. 


It was stated, during the evening, that 
students completing courses in the senior 
college had also been insufficient to fill the 
vacancies available. Building contractors 
seemed increasingly anxious to recruit to 
their staffs students who had completed a 
full-time or sandwich course and there was 
a steady demand from professional men, 
particularly quantity surveyors and _ struc- 
tural engineers, for this type of student. 


A special feature which attracted much 
attention was an exhibition of students’ work 
covering the various branches of the second- 
ary technical school. 


HOUSING SUBSIDIES 
To Continue Unchanged 


EXCHEQUER SUBSIDIES and rate contribu- 
tions for new houses built by local authori- 
ties in England and Wales are to remain 
unchanged. The present rates were fixed by 
the Housing Act, 1952, which amended the 
Housing (Financial and Miscellaneous Pro- 
visions) Act, 1946, and they will now con- 
tinue to be payable in respect of new houses 
built before June 30, 1954. 


This decision was announced by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
Mr. Harold Macmillan, in a White Paper 
published on July 7, 


The White Paper states that after con- 
sidering the tender prices submitted to him 
by local authorities for approval since 
December, 1951, and other relevant factors, 
including the fact that existing rates have 
been payable only since February, 1952, Mr. 
Macmillan has decided that he would not 
at the present time be justified in making an 
Order reducing the level of contributions. 

The principal subsidies are:—General 
Standard Subsidy.—Exchequer, £26 14s. per 
house per year for 60 years; local authority 
contribution £8 18s. per house per year for 
60 years. Special Subsidy for Houses for 
Agricultural Workers—Exchequer £35 14s. 
per year for 60 years; rates £5 per year 
(£2 10s. from the local authority and £2 10s. 
from the County Council) for 60 years. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 

Bucklersbury House 
[Ss the House of Lords, on July 9 Lorp 

MoTTISsTONE called attention to the 
proposal to erect a building rising to 170 ft. 
and 380 ft. long in the very centre of the 
City of London. The proposed building, 
Bucklersbury House, adjoining St. Stephen’s, 
Walbrook, and the Mansion House, was to 
be, as at present envisaged, a veritable 
mountain of steel, stone and _ concrete, 
situate about 450 yds. from St. Paul’s Cathe- 
dral. If it were to be a normal height, 
that is to say, the height that had been agreed 
either by common practice or by the observ- 
ance of the London Building Acts, its erec- 
tion might not have been a matter for 
Parliament to consider. But if any building 
in the historic centre of the capital was to 
rise in massive bulk far above all previously 
agreed heights so as to alter the whole 
character of the neighbourhood by its domi- 
nation, then, he submitted, it became a 
matter of grave national concern. When 
the City Corporation prepared a plan for 
the rebuilding of the greatly damaged City 
the distinguished consultants who prepared 
a report suggested that the maximum overall 
height should be raised to 120 ft. except in 
such areas of special architectural control 
such as the vicinity of St. Paul’s Cathedral. 
This suggestion was accepted by the Court 
of Common Council and embodied in the 
City plan. 

The total height of the proposed building 
would be 170 ft., or nearly 20 ft. higher than 
Queen Anne’s Mansions. This height was 
nearly twice as high as the capitals of peri- 
style supporting the stone gallery at the base 
of the dome of St. Paul’s, and was 60 ft. 
higher than the cornice of the main roofs 
of the cathedral. The method of procedure 
followed by the Court of Common Council 
precluded an opportunity of adequate con- 
sideration by the public of the proposals. 

The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, who had interested himself in 
the matter, had implied in one statement that 
those who objected to the proposed building 
wished to prevent it in whatever form it 
might take. They did not wish to do this. 
They wanted to see the City rehabilitated, 
but in so doing they hoped that the essential 
character of the capital* would be preserved. 
They hoped that some reduction in height 
could be achieved. 

Was the scale and character of this most 
beautiful of cities to be ignored and was it 
to be treated as if it had suddenly become 
one of the new towns? Had not the time 
arrived when the matter of heights in the 
capital should be treated on a national basis 
and all these vexed questions of height be 
considered in a council of the nation? 

Lorp SILKIn said they had no right to 
stop building unless they were sure it was 
against the public interest. The London 
Building Act did not limit the height of 
buildings. It laid down the normal maxi- 
mum height, but provided for buildings of 
greater height than 100 ft. It also laid down 
that any owner of land within 100 yds. of 
the proposed building who regarded himself 





- as detrimentally affected could appeal against 


the decision to permit the building. 

The City of London had to be recon- 
str.cted, but it was not the function of the 
present day to replace the City exactly as it 
was before, with all the insanitary buildings 
with inadequate light and air. There was 
need to get roughly the same amount of 
accommodation as before, but there was no 
case for decanting the City to other parts 
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of the metropolis. The trend to the West 
End could not go much farther. It was 
inevitable that the modern trend, on every 
ground, must be to go higher. 


Lorp Tevi0T said that the London County 
Council was unanimously in favour of the 
scheme and the City Corporation was in 
favour of it by a substantial majority. The 
project was not unreasonable. The maxi- 
mum height above ground was said to be 
168 ft., including the height of the lift towers. 
Ignoring that, the actual height of the build- 
ing proper was to be 153 ft. Taking the 
utmost height, the fall in the land from St. 
Paul’s to the building was 20 ft. Actually 
the height of the building, in comparison 
with St. Paul’s, was 148 ft. only. Buildings 
approved for the Bank of England con- 
tiguous with St. Paul’s would be 140 ft. 
They would be adjacent to St. Paul’s Cathe- 
dral. Bucklersbury House would be 450 yds. 
from the cathedral. 

If it was only a question of a difference 
of eight feet between what was being done 
right up against St. Paul’s and what was 
being done 450 yds. from it, then the objec- 
tion was somewhat frivolous, indeed vex- 
atious. Four years, at a cost in architects’ 
fees of £31,000, had been spent trying to get 
premises to suit all parties concerned in the 
area, and even if the plans were sent back 
again it was likely that the new scheme 
would arouse opposition from another quar- 
ter. All the arguments simply meant that 
for the sake of taking off 30 ft., to reduce 
the height to 118 ft., the company was to 
lose capital value of over £500,000, which 
would completely upset their financial plan 
and make the proposal uneconomic. 

The City earned more dollars than any 
other industry in the country. Surely it was 
time to consider the way in which the 
developer had been driven from pillar to 
post, thwarted by regulations and restrained 
by the Treasury in an interminable struggle. 
Banks, both British and American, insurance 
companies and great corporations wanted 
the offices in the new building. The place 
was let before a stone had been laid. It 
was bound to be built, whether there was a 
slight alteration or not, because it was abso- 
lutely essential to the welfare of the City. 
The Government should issue a licence for 
£100,000 to test the natural foundatiens of 
the site. This would take about nine months 
and an assurance must be given that a further 
licence would be forthcoming for starting 
the building after the testing. 

_THE EaRL OF LucaN said that the plan- 
ning authorities ought at an earlier stage to 
have given the public an opportunity to dis- 
cuss a controversial project. He was sorry 
that the letter to The Times from the Asso- 
ciated Owners of City Properties had con- 
tained the sentence: “Developers of City 
properties object to the Royal Fine Art 
Commission being brought in to approve 
or disapprove modern buildings in the City.” 
That surely was the authentic voice of the 
Victorians who wrecked the countryside; of 
people who did not acknowledge there were 
any values but those of business profit and 
loss. The small area around St. Paul’s should 
be treated as a place for special architec- 
tural control and powers should be exercised 
to prevent St. Paul’s suffering by competi- 
tion from other big blocks of buildings. 

THE EARL OF MANSFIELD said that the 
proposed building, ugly as it would be. was 
not per se undesirable. The Bank of Eng- 
land building was more likely to interfere 
with the amenity of St. Paul’s, and should 
be modified. 

Lorp Mancrort, Lord in Waiting, said 
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that the Minister of Housing and Locaj 
Government had not yet taken a decision, 
If a person was refused planning permission 
he could appeal to the Minister, but if the 
permission was granted the Minister did not 
usually come into the negotiations. He could, 
of course, direct a planning authority to 
submit an order revoking or modifying the 
permission given, but it was a drastic and 
unusual step to ask him to intervene after 
the authorities had reviewed the whole case 
at great length. The Minister wished to 
make it clear that he was only going fo step 
in here if he was absolutely convinced that 
a wrong decision had been taken. 

The main objection of the Royal Fine Art 
Commission, which was opposed to the 
present scheme, was on the question of bulk. 
It was interesting to compare the plot ratio 
of the scheme, 5.75 to 1, with buildings like 
the War Office (4.3), the County Hall (3.4), 
Carlton House Terrace (3.1), the National 
Gallery (1.7), and Somerset House (1.5), and 
with Shell-Mex House (8.2) and Berkeley 
Square House (8.5). The commission directed 
their efforts to obtaining a more open type 
of development which allowéd neighbours 
plenty of daylight and did not give the effect 
of undue weight and solidity, but unless the 
plot ratio were changed this could only be 
done by increasing the height all round. 

He hoped he would not be considered a 
Philistine in saying that stretches of the City 
skyline had been greatly improved by some 
modern and Victorian embellishments. A 
building of the size proposed would not, 
of course, be put up against St. Paul’s. 

The building would house 5,000 people. 
If other sites were equally densely rede- 
veloped there would be a great return to 
business occupancy of the City. It had to 
be decided whether the City of London was 
to be a showplace or a workplace. There 
must be a compromise. It must be a matter 
of degree. The problem was where to draw 
the line on a question of height and density. 
The City and London County Council 
thought they had arrived at the best com- 
promise in agreeing to the plans and plot 
ratio submitted. 

Lorp MottisTong, replying, said he was 
not trying to suggest the building should 
not be built. But he did not want to see 
the centre of London changed into a series 
of great cliffs. 

The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 


Horse Guards Stands 


On June 30 BriGapieR MED.IcoTT asked 
the Minister of Works what was the cost, 
each year, of constructing the temporary 
stands on the Horse Guards Parade for the 
ceremony of Trooping the Colour: and 
whether he would consider the erection of 
stands of a permanent character, in view of 
the number of occasions throughout each 
year when this parade ground was used for 
the holding of parades or for the marshalling 
of processions. 

Sir Davip Ecctes said that the cost of 
erecting temporary stands was about £3,500. 
Permanent stands would be ugly and would 
take light from many of the windows in 
adjoining buildings. 


Hardwood Imports 


On June 30 Mr. JoHN Hatt asked the 
Minister of Materials if he would considet 
applications from furniture manufacturers 
to be added to the approved list of ha'd- 
wood and plywood importers. 

SiR ARTHUR SALTER said that there was 
no approved list of hardwood importe’s. 
As regarded plywood, import licences were 


a | 


jssued on 
stocks. 
was best 
wood tra 
a wide 
not at |] 
grant of 
facturers 
Mr. I 
turers C¢ 
without | 
Sir AR 
importer: 
on any | 
was invi 
Mr. P 
Governn 
the mid 
Sir Al 
a dimini 
to do th 
trade of 


Scottish 
On Ju 
tary of | 
state the 
and com 
embodie 
Constru 
North 
(Constru 
tion Ore 
of ceme 
for all 
tory M 
8854; al 
had bee 
Constru 
Project) 
No. 23: 
Mr. 
North ¢ 
they ho 
embodi 
(Constr 
complet 
time. 
would | 
tons of 
The us 
negligit 
tons of 
be act 
Constr 
Constr 


New T 

On | 
third r 
that tl 
626 m 
furthe: 
comple 
at Her 

The 


Improy 


On 
Minist 
whethe 
posals 
he we 
section 
in rest 

Mr. 
makin; 
these 
and he 
gestior 


Dereg 


On 
Minis 


nal 
ind 


le- 





jssued only to purchasers from the Ministry's 
stocks. The orderly disposal of these stocks 
was best ensured by confining sales to ply- 
wood traders who could buy and distribute 
a wide range of specifications. He could 
not at present, therefore, recommend the 
grant of import licences to furniture manu- 
facturers or other consumers. 

Mr. Hatt asked if furniture manufac- 
turers could now import hardwood direct, 
without going through any other channel. 

Sir ARTHUR SALTER replied that hardwood 
importers could, subject to a_ limitation 
on any importations where foreign exchange 
was involved. 

Mr. PaceT: Do we take it that it is the 
Government's policy artificially to preserve 
the middle man’s turn? 

Sir ARTHUR SALTER: We are disposing of 
a diminishing stock of plywood, and in order 
to do that we do it by selling to the regular 
trade of importers. 


Scottish Hydro-Electric Project 

On June 30 Mr. NABARRO asked the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland whether he would 
state the anticipated dates of commencement 
and completion for the hydro-electric works 
embodied in the Moriston Project, No. 23a 
Constructional Scheme referred to in the 
North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board 
(Constructional Scheme No. 23a) Confirma- 
tion Order, 1953; the aggregate consumption 
of cement, bricks, steel, cast-iron and timber 
for all the works described in the Explana- 
tory Memorandum, Command Paper No. 
8854; and what economy in scarce materials 
had been achieved by revision of the Board’s 
Constructional Scheme No. 23 (Moriston 
Project) compared with the revised scheme 
No. 23a. 

Mr. STUART said he was informed by the 
North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board that 
they hoped to start construction of the works 
embodied in the Moriston Project No. 23a 
(Constructional Scheme) next year and to 
complete them in about four to five years’ 
time. The Board estimated that the works 
would require 15,000 tons of cement, 2,500 
tons of steel and 300 standards of timber. 
The use of bricks and cast-iron would be 
negligible. An estimated saving of 25,000 
tons of cement and 1,400 tons of steel would 
be achieved by carrying out the revised 
Constructional Scheme No. 23a instead of 
Constructional Scheme No. 23. 


New Towns Bill 


On July 9 Mr. MARPLES, in moving the 
third reading of the New Towns Bill, said 
that the results of last month showed that 
626 more houses had been completed; one 
further factory of 12,580 sq. ft. had been 
completed at Harlow; and one more church 
at Heme! Hempstead. 

The Bill was read the third time. 


Improvement Grants 


On July 7 Mr. SKEFFINGTON asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether, in view of the Government’s pro- 
Posals in connection with leasehold property, 
he would consider taking steps to amend 
section 20(3) C of the Housing Act, 1949, 
iN respect of improvement grants. 

MR. Marptes said that the Minister was 
Making a general review of the operation of 
these grants under the Housing Act, 1949, 
and he would be happy to consider any sug- 
eestion to increase their usefulness. 


Derequisitioning Progress 


es July 7 Mr. CHETWyND asked the 
“inister of Housing and Local Government 
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how many local authorities had indicated 
that they could comply with the recommenda- 
tion of the Working Party on Requisitioned 
Houses and complete their derequisitioning 
by December 10, 1953. 

Mr. MArPLEs said that all but 27 of the 
585 local authorities concerned had given 
the Minister an assurance to that effect. 


Shortage of Bricks 


On July 7 Mr. SWINGLER asked the Minis- 
ter of Works if he was aware of the continu- 
ing shortage of bricks in many parts of the 
country; and what further action he was 
taking to expand production. 

Sik Davip Ecctes said he was aware that 
the expansion in building all over the country 
called for increased supplies of building 
materials. The output of bricks this year 
was substantially above last, and nearly 20 
per cent. more than in 1951. There were 
signs that the rising output had not yet 
reached its peak. 

Tax on Oils for Paints 

During the report stage of the Finance Bill 
on July 7 Mr. Erro_t moved a new clause 
permitting a rebate of sixpence a gallon on 
light hydro-carbon oils not used in mechanic- 
ally propelled vehicles adapted for use on 
the roads, but used for other industrial pur- 
poses such as in the manufacture of certain 
paints and varnishes. 

Mr. HEWITSON, supporting the new clause, 
said that it was wrong in principle to tax the 
raw materials of industry. Every penny in 
cost counted in the export market to-day. 

Mr. MAUDLING, Economic Secretary of the 
Treasury, in resisting the clause, said the 
rebate of 6d. which was asked for would 
cost £6 million in a full year, and if it were 
conceded the Chancellor would have to raise 
that sum from some other source. It would 
be taken as only a token, he feared, and, 
if later complete abolition were pressed, 
the logs to the Exchequer would be £30 
million a year. Further, a rebate would be 
difficult to administer. The number of 
officials required to police it would exceed 
the number required for the collection of the 
whole duty on light hydro-carbon oils, which 
yielded some £290 million a year. It had 
been argued that as a rebate was allowed on 
exports it ought to be passible in the home 
market, but to help exports was not the 
same as taking off a tax in the home market 
if to do so meant replacing it by some other 
tax. The duty on home manufacturers did 
not really affect production costs. 

The clause was withdrawn. 


Valuation for Rating Bill 


In the House of Commons on July 9 the 
Valuation for Rating Bill was read the third 
time by 193 votes to 162—-Government 
majority 31. 

Before this stage was reached, on the 
report stage, MR. MArRpLes, the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, moved amend- 
ments designed to meet a point, which, he 
said, had been raised in committee. The 
Minister had given an assurance that the 
Bill would be amended to provide for the 
assessment on 1939 values, and not current 
values, of cycle, perambulator, or store 
sheds where they formed a separate rateable 
hereditament. As the Bill stood, if a shed 
was within the curtilage it was valued at 
1939 value, but if it was outside the curtilage 
and forméd a separate hereditament it would 
be valued at current value. It had been 
pointed out that, in the case of London 
municipal flats, where the occupant of a flat 
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had a storage shed or perambulator shed 
outside the curtilage it would be unfair if 
he had to pay on a higher assessment than 
he would have had to pay if the shed were 
within the curtilage. The amendments had 
been designed to meet the point. 

Mr. Grsson said the amendments would 
be of very great help to the tenants not 
only of the LCC flats, but of flats which 
were being built in many other towns and 
boroughs where additional amenities of this 
kind provided for the service of tenants 
were well away from the flats in which 
these tenants lived. 

The amendments were agreed to. 


Decontrol of Softwood 


On July 7 Mr. JoHN Morrison asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he would give an estimate of the saving 
in the cost of house building which could be 
made if softwood were made freely avail- 
able for all purposes. 

Mr. MarpPLEs said at present prices of soft- 
wood it was estimated there would be no 
saving. 


Telephone Exchanges 


On July 8 Mr. Deepes asked the Assist- 
ant Postmaster-General what was the cur- 
rent annual estimated expenditure on new 
or extended telephone exchanges outside the 
London area; and how far this repre- 
sented an increase on the year 1951-52. 

Mr. GAMMANS said that including the 
cost of new building works and installation, 
the estimate for the current year was 
£10.4m. This was 11 per cent. more than 
the expenditure in 1951-52. 


Scottish Housing 


On July 7 Mr. HAMILTON asked the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland, how many two-, 
three-, four- and five-apartment houses 
respectively, were built by local authorities 
from October, 1952, to March, 1953. 

Mr. Stuart said that of 13,268 local 
authority houses approved during the period 
in question, 765, or 5.8 per cent., were of 
one and two apartments; 6,498, or 49 per 
cent. were of three apartments; 5,581, or 
42 per cent. were of four apartments; and 
424, or 3.2 per cent., were of five or more 
apartments. 


Licensing of Softwood 


On July 13 Mr. Hurp asked the Minister 
of Materials whether he would publish the 
report of the Committee on Consumption 
Licensing of Softwood. 

Sir ARTHUR SALTER said that from the 
study just completed by officials and repre- 
sentatives of the Timber Development Asso- 
ciation, who were not constituted as a formal 
Committee, it appeared that, if consumption 
licensing were removed, total consumption 
of softwood would be likely to rise by some 
230.000 standards a year. The full rise 
would not take place until the third year 
after the removal of licensing. 

Mr. Errore asked the Minister of 
Materials what estimate he had made of the 
savings in foreign currency used in purchas- 
ing substitute materials which would result 
from freeing the importation of softwood. 

Sm ARTHUR SALTER said that the savings, 
of which he was not yet able to give a close 
estimate, were only one of a number of 
factors which must be taken into account 
in attempting to assess the net effect of re- 
moving softwood licensing upon our 
finances. These factors were all now being 
considered in the light of the probable in- 
crease in consumption. 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Quarrying Under Bwichgwyn: Minister 
Withholds Consent 





E Minister of Housing and Local 


Government has refused an application 
by the Bwichgwyn Silica Co., Ltd., for 
planning permission to quarry silica stone 
which lies under the village of Bwichgwyn, 
near Wrexham, Denbighshire. The appli- 
cation, which was the subject of a local in- 
quiry in March, 1950, if granted, would have 
resulted in the eventual total destruction of 
the village. 


The Company have been working silica 
stone near the village for a number of years 
and the Minister has given permission for 
a limited extension of quarrying into land 
to the east of the village on the south side 
of the Glascoed-road. He has, however, 
made it clear that no further permission can 
be expected, and he has imposed conditions 
with the object of minimising disturbance 
from blasting and providing for the treat- 
ment of the land after quarrying. 


Houses on Land Reserved for Open 
Space: Minister Confirms Refusal 


THe APPEAL of the Rochford RDC against 
the refusal of Essex CC to allow them to 
build 84 houses on six acres of land on the 
Rochford Garden Estate. which has been 
zoned for open space purposes in the County 
Development Plan. has been dismissed by 
the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government. 


The Minister states that it would not be 
right that consideration of the plan, which 
is now before him for approval, should be 
prejudiced by the approval of development 
which conflicts directly with the proposals 
indicated in the plan, unless it were clearly 
shown both that the development was ur- 
gently required at the present time and that 
it could not be carried out on other land 
suitable for the purpose and in conformity 
with the plan. 


The Minister is satisfied that there is suf- 
ficient land immediately available in the 
vicinity to meet the estimated housing need 
for the next two years, without taking the 
land which is the subject of the present 
appeal. 


Conditions Imposed on Hayling Island 
Bungalows: Minister’s Decision 

APPEALS by Mr. C. J. Pounds, Mr. N. C. 
Griffiths and Mr. W. E. Pilgrim against con- 
ditions imposed by the Hampshire CC, in 
granting permission for the erection of three 
prefabricated bungalows in Bosmere-road 
North, Hayling Island, have been considered 
by the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government. 


The conditions were (1) that the buildings 
should be removed by June 30, 1957, and (2) 
that the buildings should be connected to a 
public sewer before they were occupied. In 
the case of Mr. Pilgrim’s application, a third 
condition, that a minimum 20 ft. building 
line should be observed, was also imposed. 


In giving his decision, the Minister states 
that whilst he appreciates the Council's 
anxiety to see that no large-scale permanent 
development is permitted in advance of the 
provision of essential services, he is not con- 
vinced that this is a sufficiently strong reason 
for rejecting the modest proposals in ques- 
tion. In his opinion the existence of the 
bungalows for at least ten vears need not 
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prevent the area being developed in accord- 
ance with a suitable layout, nor will the 
dwellings cause any harm to the amenities 
of the locality. 


In the circumstances, therefore, the 
Minister has decided to allow the appeals 
to the extent that he hereby permits the 
retention of each of the three bungalows for 
a period expiring on December 31, 1963, 
at the end of which time the permissions can 
be reviewed in the light of conditions then 
existing. The Minister does not consider 
the imposition of any further conditions to 
be necessary. 


Petrol Pumps at Teddington: Minister 
Dismisses Appeal 


ON THE GROUND that the proposal would 
add materially to the risk of traffic accidents 
on the road, the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government has dismissed an appeal 
of Mr. J. W. Rouse. It was against the 
Hampshire Planning Committee’s refusal to 
allow him to install two petrol pumps on 
a site at Teddington where he carries out 
car repairs. The Minister’s decision was 
reached following consultations with the 
Ministry of Transport. 


STONEMASONRY AS A 
CRAFT 
“ Healthy Position ” of Industry 
Affirmed 
{From a Correspondent] 


\ YIDESPREAD publicity was recently 
given to the concern expressed that 
in Scotland stonemasonry is a dying art. 


Although this pronouncement referred to 
Scotland, and arose generally from the diffi- 
culties experienced there in securing men 
for work away from towns, as well as for 
stone quarrying, the impression created can 
have far-reaching and unfortunate effects on 
the industry elsewhere, particularly in influ- 
encing parents when considering a trade in 
which to apprentice their sons. 


To counteract any such erroneous impres- 
sion, it should be stated in the clearest 
terms that, in this particular matter, what 
may apply to Scotland most certainly does 
not apply south of the Border. So far as 
England and Wales are concerned, the craft 
of stonemasonry continues to flourish. 
Everywhere skilled craftsmen are passing on 
their knowledge to young and enthusiastic 
apprentices, who, on completing a five-year 
apprenticeship, will enter the ranks, as well 
as the pay-roll, of craftsmen, and who 
in their turn will one day take over 
the instruction of other apprentices and 
trainees. There is, in fact, a continuous 
and steady flow of apprentices into all 
branches of the stonemasonry industry. In 
London the Association of Master Stone- 
masons holds an annual examination of 
apprentices. This year some 70 boys took 
part, and this by no means represents the 
full number now serving in that area. The 
National Association of Master Monumental 
Masons also reports a regular influx of 
apprentices all over the country to their par- 
ticular branch of the industry, over 30 
having been notified in the last two years 
as additions to the hundreds already 
apprenticed. 


The healthy position of the industry to-day 
is undoubtedly due in large measure to the 
action taken by the Ministry of Works in 
conjunction with the Building Apprenticeship 
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and Training Council at the end of the war 
to encourage interest in the trade both as 
regards apprenticeship and adult traine 
schemes for ex-Service men. Further to this 
the Ministry is to-day actively pursuing ways 
of increasing the use of stone in building 
as well as the possibility of using granite 
for sea defences. There are signs every. 
where that the industry is alert to the neces- 
sity of moving with the times and, therefore, 
is keeping pace with changed conditions, 
Whatever these conditions, however, the vital 
factor is the encouragement and training of 
young men to become skilled craftsmen in 
this age-old industry. 


SCIENCE IN USA 


1952 Review 


A REVIEW of scientific activity in the 
«~™ USA has been produced by the British 
Commoawealth Scientific Office in Washing- 
ton. This Office consists of scientific 
missions from the UK, Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand and South Africa, who have 
jointly produced this review, the first to be 
published. 


The amount spent on research and 
development in the USA, states the review, 
increased by 270 per cent. during the past 
decade and it is estimated that 2,930m. 
dollars will be spent on these activities during 
1952-53. More than half of this sum will 
be provided by the Government. 


Three hundred and fifty million dollars 
will be spent on research in all faculties in 
universities during the year 1952-53, and 
nine-tenths of this expenditure will be on 
research in the biological and _ physical 
sciences, including engineering. The greater 
part of the sums available for the sciences 
will be used for the investigation of prob- 
lems of applied science. There is grave 
concern that the output of graduates in 
science, and particularly in engineering, may 
not be sufficient to meet the needs of 
industry. 


Other research activities in the US are 
described in the fields of building, mechani 
cal and production engineering and metal- 
lurgy. Some recent developments are 
described. They include a new building 
brick and a method by which concrete slabs 
for upper floors or flat roofs can be cast al 
ground level and jacked into position. Copies 
of this review, entitled “ Science in USA, 
can be obtained from the Stationery Office, 
price 2s. 6d. 


“C ” LICENCE VEHICLES 


“ Dangerous ” Misunderstandings of 
Functions 


A POINT strongly emphasised in the annua! 
report of the Traders’ Road Transport Asso- 
ciation, the national organisation for “C’ 
licence-operators, is that there exists a dan- 
gerous lack of understanding of the functions 
of commercial vehicles operated under 4 
“C” licence. 


This lack of understanding, which ex.s! 
not only among the general public but a/so 
im quarters where it is important to the 
national well-being that there should be 
adequate knowledge, is “a real cause for 
alarm,” says the report. 


The Association stresses that all those who 
operate a “C” vehicle can play their pat 
in using all opportunities of explaining wy 
they find it necessary in the efficient conduct 
of their businesses to operate their own ro.d 
transport. 
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DEVELOPMENTS IN ESSEX 
Progress on Sea Defence Works 


THe Essex River Board have repaired 
aimost all the sea walls which were 
breached during the February floods, and in 
some cases have made considerable improve- 
ments in the defences. The total’ cost of 
all this work will be about £2m. The Gov- 
ernment will make a 100 per cent. grant 
where walls have been reinstated and other 
gran‘s where improvements are being effec- 
ted. A labour force of about 500 men— 
in addition there are private contractors— 
is working on the task of providing 
standard protection, which is generally 2-3 ft. 
above the height of the highest February 
tide. 

At Southend, a scheme submitted by the 
borough engineer, Mr. R. G. Baxter, OBE, 
MICE, FRICS, MIMunE, has been approved 
in principle by the local highways and works 
and pier and foreshore committees. It pro- 
vides for a new apron sea wall in front of 
and about three feet higher than the exist- 
ing wali, with adjustments to the levels of 
the promenade. The new wall will be about 
400 yards long and cost about £50,000. A 
Government grant towards the cost as well 
as permission to go ahead with the scheme 
will b> sought. 

In addition, Southend town council will 
be sending a deputation to about eight Gov- 
ernment departments in an attempt to get 
permission to go ahead with its Municipal 
Centr: scheme where all departments will 
be grouped together. The scheme was origin- 
ally started in 1937. The architect, Mr. E. 
Vincent Harris, OBE? RA, FRIBA, will now 
be paid £15,598 14s. in three instalments in 
complete settlement for his revised plans. 
Even if permission is granted—the applica- 
tion will be a test of Government policy 
regarding similar municipal schemes—it is 
not anticipated that building will be started 
for some years. 


NATIONAL INSURANCE 
Unemployment and Sickness 


THe MINISTER of National Iusurance, Mr. 
Osbert Peake, has asked the National Insur- 
ance Advisory Committee (chairman, Sir 
Will Spens): 

“To consider whether the provisions 
governing the payment of National Insur- 
ance benefits for very short spells of un- 
employment or sickness are the most ap- 
Propriate, particularly in those cases where 
a claimant is also receiving payments from 
an employer, and, if not, to make any re- 
commendations which do not increase the 
liability of the Fund for those two 
benefits.” 

The immediate problem which has led to 
the reference concerns benefit for short 
Periods when the worker remains in the ser- 
vice of the employer though not fully em- 
Ployed throughout the week. Such cases 
can now arise in increasing numbers, for 
¢xample, because of the extension of guaran- 
teed wage agreements. Further problems 
ae as a result of the wide adoption of a 
a working ‘week, when short time is 
“a worked. The comparable rules for 

hess benefit in similar circumstances, 

Particularly where sick-pay schemes apply, 

Will also be reviewed. 

inn A committee. will consider representa- 

ben se ibe question referred to them which 

oa. a September 26 next to the 

oan y. ational Insurance Advisory Com- 
ce, 10, John Adam-street, London, WC2. 
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OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


Zine Stock Disposal 


IN ITS ANNOUNCEMENT on June 13, the 
Ministry of Materials stated that the stock 
of zinc remaining for disposal was limited 
to about 70,000 tons. A further statement 
was promised on the detailed arrangements 
for disposal when the Ministry had com- 
pleted its discussions with the trade. 

_ The actual stock remaining on August 1 
is now estimated at 64,000 tons. 

After the termination on July 31 of the 
provisional disposal plan as announced on 
December 13 last, it is the Ministry’s inten- 
tion to sell zinc from its remaining stocks 
at a rate of 2,000 tons a month. This rate 
is to be compared with 4,000 tons a month 
plus sales by the Government broker under 
the present disposal arrangements. The new 
rate of disposal is subject to variation after 
consultation if in the view of the Govern- 
ment the situation so requires. 

Sales will normally be made by the Minis- 
try to the agents of the producers and 
through other members of the London Metal 
Exchange. The Government broker will 
cease to operate after July 31. 


Imports of Wood Wool 
THE BOaRD OF TRADE invite applications 
for licences to import wood wool and wood 
wool rope during the six months July 1 to 
December 31, 1953. Details are given in 
Notice to Importers No. 574. 


BOUKS RECEIVED 


CoLour AND LiGHT Work. By Robert 
F. Wilson. (London: Seven Oaks Press, 
Ltd.) Price 25s. 

EUROPEAN ARCHITECTURE IN THE TWEN- 
TIETH CENTURY. Vol. 2. By Arnold Whit- 
tick. (London: Crosby Lockwood and 
Son, Ltd.) Price 42s. 

PLANNING APPLICATION APPEALS AND 
INguiries. By A. E. Telling and F. H. B. 
Layfield. (London: Butterworth and Co., 
(Publishers), Ltd.) Price 35s. 


THE COMPLETE WorKS OF LE CORBUSIER. 


Vol. 5, 1946-52. Published by W. 
Boesiger, in the Edition Girsberger, 40, 
Kirchgasse, Zurich. Price: Swiss francs 
48. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Meredith’s. Ltd., softwood importers, have opened 
a new office at 54, Lowgate, Hull They have 
appointed Mr. CHARLES HurD manager. 


Hit 


SCAFFOLD 


FITTINGS 


Swivels, Doubles and Putlog Couplers, 
Joint Pins, Putlog Ends, Adjustable and 
Standard Base Plates, etc. For normal 
scaffold tube to B.S.5.1139. 

Our DESIGNS give TOP 
SAFETY —yet you SAVE 


SCAFFOLDING PROBLEM? 


Specialist advice is yours—FREE. 
We are as nearto you as yourtelephone. 










OMPANY LTD 


37 SHACKLEWELL LANE, LONDON, E.8 


ART EXHIBITION 

Guildhall Display of Students’ Work 

IN exhibition of work by students of 
. the City and Guilds of London Art 
School was opened at the Guildhall Art 
Gallery, London, on July 8, by Sir David 
Eccles, KCVO, MP, Minister of Works. Sir 
Rupert De La Bére, KCVO, MP, Lord 
Mayor of London, presided at the ceremony. 

In his address, Sin Davip EccLeEs pointed 
out that an ever-increasing number of indus- 
trial concerns were realising the connection 
between art and industry. The overseas 
market was a highly competitive field 
demanding products of the best possible 
standard. Without art there was no quality, 
and without quality Britain would not be 
able to sell her goods. 

Sir David spoke of his conviction that 
British art was passing through a phase of 
revival, particularly with regard to textiles 
and pottery. He felt that no other country 
could have produced the Coronation decora- 
tions. Indeed, when scrutinising references 
to the Coronation contained in foreign news- 
papers Sir David had encountered nothing 
but praise and admiration for their efforts. 


Referring to the allocation of money from 
national sources, Sir David said that those 
responsible for its distribution would be 
generous towards the art schools. He thought 
that one could not be a good artist without 
a satisfactory knowledge of the past. That 
knowledge could only be gained in a school. 


A vote of thanks’ was given by Sm 
FREDERICK HANDLEY PAGE, CBE, FRAeS. 


The examples of students’ work displayed 
vary greatly in both medium and technique. 
They include etchings, sculpture and paint- 
ings of excellent character and variety. Of 
particular interest are some pen and wash 
drawings executed by B. P. Batchelor for 
the Ministry of Works, illustrating some of 
the preparations for the Coronation. The 
exhibition is to remain open until July 21. 


AID TO EXPORTERS 


Board of Trade Changes 


THe INDUSTRIES BRANCH of the Board of 
Trade’s Commercial Relations and Exports 
Department will move from Whitehall to 
Lacon House, Theobalds-road, London, 
WCl, on July 21 (tel: Chancery 4411). 

At the same time, its title will be changed 
to “Export Services Branch.” This title 
better describes the functions of the branch, 
which will be unchanged, namely: to help 
United Kingdom manufacturers to find re- 
presentatives or agents abroad; to assist 
United Kingdom businessmen going abroad; 
to provide information about overseas mar- 
kets and to advise industrial organisations 
and individual firms on the opportunities 
and methods of exporting their goods; to 
provide information about tariff and import 
licensing regulations abroad; and to distri- 
bute information of use to exporters through 
the Special Register Information Service. 


Inquiries relating to trade policy between 
the United Kingdom and individual coun- 
tries overseas, and to general policy not 
peculiar to trade with any one country, e.g., 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), commercial treaties, and relations 
with OEEC (the Organisation for European 
Economic Co-operation) should continue to 
be directed to the Commercial Relations and 
Exports Department, Horse Guards Avenue, 


Whitehall, London, SW1 (tel: Trafalgar 
8855). 

* 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
Year Book 


A 1953 Year Book has been published by 
the London Region of the Federation of 
Master Builders and contains schedules, 
working schemes and building data. Copies 
may be obtained from the Federation's 


Offices at 26, Gt. Ormond-street, Holborn, 
wcl. 


Courses for Craftsmen 


Special evening classes in painting and 
decorating are to be held at the LCC Brixton 
School of Building commencing on Septem- 
ber 28. They are intended for craftsmen 
who have either completed the City and 
Guilds course or who have been employed in 
the trade for a number of years. The 
seventh short course in spray painting will 
be held from September 28 to December 
15, while the 12-week courses in colour and 
design for painters and decorators will begin 
on October 2. 


Development Charge Liability 

White Paper (Cmd. 8699) explains the 
interim Town and Country Planning Bill 
relieving developers of the liability to pay 
development charges and the Government 
from distributing the £300 million fund, and 
also indicates the problems which will have 
to be dealt with. Suggestions by the Council 
of the Town Planning Institute with reference 
to the drafting of the main Bill have been 
set out in a memorandum entitled “ Amend- 
ment of Financial Provisions.” Copies, price 
1s. 6d., may be obtained from the Institute’s 
Offices at 18, Ashley-place, SWI. 


Accident Prevention 


The London Industrial Co-ordinating 
Committee has arranged a conference to be 
held at Caxton Hall, London, SWI, on 
September 30. The conference will be 
opened by Mr. Harold Watkinson, MP. 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Labour. Among the speakers will be Mr. 
C. F. Bruce, production engineer, whose 
subject will be “ Accident Prevention Train- 
ing Schemes in Canada and in Great Britain,” 
and Sir Robert Hyde, Director of the Indus- 
trial Welfare Society, who will speak on 
“ The Growth and Development of Accident 
Prevention Work.” Sir George Barnett, HM 
Chief Inspector of Factories, has promised 
to sum up the findings of the conference. 
Applications for tickets to Miss B. P. Park, 
Hon. Secretary, London Industrial Co-ordi- 
nating Committee, c/o J. and R. Fleming, 
Ltd., 146, Clerkenwell-road, London. EC1. 


Decision on Tenders 


A decision by Birkenhead Education 
Committee not to open tenders for painting 
schools as the work is to be carried out by 
direct labour, was challenged at the Town 
Council by Alderman C. J. Yates. who said 
the committee were placing themselves in the 
position of having no check on the amount 
of money they had voted in the estimates for 
school painting. The Council was asked to 
approve the Education Committee’s recom- 
mendations to give more than £9,000 worth 
of work to the department on estimates sub- 
mitted by the Works and Building Manager 
and the Borough Engineer. Speaking for 


the Education Committee, Alderman W. E. 
Power suggested it would be wrong for the 
Corporation to take advantage, by opening 
tenders, of work on which the tenderers had 
spent time and money. The Council agreed 
to the Education Committee’s proposal. 
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Prefabricated Building 


Prefabricated concrete and reinforced con- 
crete parts for building big blocks of flats 
are now being produced in Rumania. The 
wall panels are 18 sq. yds. in surface, re- 
placing 8 cub. yds. of masonry, and can be 
fitted in 15 minutes. They have a frame- 
work of reinforced concrete with soft con- 
crete centres, and the interior panels are fitted 
with lighting, water and heating installations. 


Scholarship Awards 


The Minister of Works, the Rt. Hon. Sir 
David Eccles, KCVO, MP, on Wednesday 
afternoon presented certificates of award to 
two apprentice electricians who have won 
scholarships given by the Apprenticeship 
and Training Council for the Electrical 
Contracting Industry. These are the first 
scholarships awarded by the ATCEI and 
are tenable for three years higher educa- 
tional training. 


Historic Monument 


Lord Hatherton, who wants to sell his 
ancestral Staffordshire home to help pay 
taxes, has been told by the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government that the 
house must be preserved. Two months be- 
fore the completion of the sale of Teddesley 
Hall, on the edge of Cannock Chase, to a 
demolition contractor, the Ministry has 
scheduled the house as a “ building of his- 
toric and architectural interest,” which can- 
not be demolished without permission. The 
three-storeyed mansion was built by Lord 
Hatherton’s ancestors 260 years ago. It was 
used by the Army during the war, was a 
farm workers’ hostel in 1947, and has stood 
empty for a year. Members of Cannock 
RDC are to inspect the house to decide 
whether they will back Lord Hatherton’s 
application. 


QUARZITE 


A NATURAL STONE 


IN STOCK 
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Treasury Committee Appointment 


Sir Godfrey Mitchell, chairman of 
Wimpey and Co., Ltd., has been appoint 
to fill the vacancy on the Economic Pigp. 
ning Board caused by the resignation of §; 
Cuthbert Clegg, the Treasury has announced 


Gateshead Appointment 


Mr. George F. Winters, chief engineering 
assistant with Gateshead Corporation, ha 
been appointed Borough Engineer of Gates. 
head in succession t>? Mr. A. J. McGregor, 
who has retired. Mr. Winters is 36 year 
old. 


Annual Report 


Their 1952 annual report and accounts 
with a list of subscribers and donors ha 
been issued by the Royal Metal Trades 
Pension and Benevolent Society, Bouverie 
House, 154-158, Fleet-street, E.C.4. 


Savings and House Ownership 

The National Savings Committee have 
issued a new pamphlet which shows how 
the planned purchase of Savings Certificates 
can help young people to provide the £200 
or more that may be needed before being 
able to buy a house of their own. The 
pamphlet takes the case of a 21-year-old 
who buys six Saving Certificates 4 
month, costing £4 10s., and points out that 
at the end of five years these would be 
worth £285. 


Ceiling Heights 

Following acceptanc@ of the Minister of 
Housing’s model by-laws by Nottingham 
City Council on July 6, private builders in 
the city will be allowed a minimum ceiling 
height of 7 ft. 6 in. Councillors opposed 
the new level on the grounds that it was 
against the interest of families to restrict 
air space. The new clause brings the 
builders in line with the Council, who have 
been allowed to build at the lower ceiling 
level while private builders have had as 
8-ft. minimum. 


Acoustic Wall at London Airport 


Proving tests have now begun of the 
acoustic screen wall recently completed at 
London Airport. The wall, which is the 
first of its kind to be built in this country, 
has been designed with the aim of screen: 
ing the noise made by aircraft engines 
during normal performance tests after main- 
tenance in the adjacent hangar area. The 
wall is 30 ft. high and made of brick which 
has adequate noise absorption qualities. Its 
plan-form, in the shape of a shallow flat 
tened V, was chosen in order to give the 
maximum screening effect. 


Fluoridation of Water Supplies 


The British Housewives’ League “ vieW 
with grave concern” the proposal for the 
fluoridation of municipal water supp!ics. 
Their opposition to this or any other project 
for “mass medication” is based on the fol 
lowing reasons: (a) It undermines both it 
dividual and parental responsibility— the 
responsibility of deciding for ourse'ves 
whether we or our families shall take a >t 
ticular drug or not, according to our doctors 
advice; (b) it places in the hands of the 
authorities certain powers which might p:ove 
to be the thin end of a dangerous weg: 
and (c) it is an experiment—the experts 2° 
not unanimous. They have not guaranteed 
that fluoridation will not cause disease 
older people. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Solid-Fuel Cooker 

A fully open, continuous burning fire 
and oven are both contained in the 
“Sofono ” cooker and water heater produced 
by Grangemouth Iron Co., Ltd., Falkirk. 
This solid-fuel cooker is understood to be 
economical in heating water for every 
domestic purpose, including baths. One 
feature is a trivet which can be adjusted, as 
normal for keeping food warm; slid back 
over the fire for use as an extra boiling piate; 
or adjusted to act as a fire guard. 


Corrosive Attack 

The problem of corrosive attack caused 
by the increasing use of chemicals in indus- 
try has prompted the company of Semtex, 
Ltd, to publish a booklet on the subject. 
This indicates briefly to architects and en- 
gineers some of the modern materials avail- 
able to combat corrosion, and provides a 
guide to the conditions they are designed to 
meet under recommended methods of appli- 
cation. Entitled “New Defences Against 
Corrosive Attack,” the booklet can be 
obtained upon application to the company 
at Semtex House, The Broadway, Welsh 
Harp, NW9. 


Unbreakable Connectors 

A five-amp. three-pin connecting socket 
and a five-amp. three-pin cable coupler 
recently placed on the market by W. W. 
Haffenden, Ltd., Richborough Rubber 
Works, Sandwich, Kent, have been designed 
in rubber casings to be completely splash- 
proof and unbreakable. The connecting 
socket will fit any standard three-pin plug, 
and is suitable for use where an extended 
lead is required. The cable entry is in line 
with the cable entry of the plug, to eliminate 
the risk of fracture under strain. The 
weatherproof cable coupler is fitted with 
tapered cable entry, which allows trimming 
to fit all thicknesses of cable. During tests 
by the Electricity Board this article was com- 
pletely immersed for 24 hours without the 
penetration of water. The parting pull is 
understood to be well in excess of the 25 Ib. 
recommended by the Board. Both these 
devices will shortly be made in 15-amp. 
size. 


Concrete Shuttering 


A form of shuttering for cast in-situ con- 
crete work has been designed by Shipwright 
and Partners, 162a, Sloane-street, SW1, based 
‘on the cantilever method of framing. The 
horizontal bearers are lapped and cramped 
to their supports in order to increase their 
Strength and rigidity at a point where stress 
and strain are greatest. Deflection in the 
centre of the spans is understood to be 
reduced by a fifth, and the total length of 
the bearers can be adjusted as necessary, to 
obviate any extensive cutting and fitting at 
site. Standard size resin-board panels are 
supplied, with narrow-width margins cut to 
fit the exact dimensions of each bay of floor- 
ing. The makers claim this system to be 
Particularly valuable in circular work of all 
descriptions. In such tasks, the wooden 
bearers are adjusted to the profile required 
and cramped down to the scaffold poles; the 
resin-board is then screwed down to the 
bearers from the upper side. If boards 8 ft. 
long and not more than 12 in. wide are used, 
they can be bent cold to a radius of 4 ft. 
Or more. For sharper radii, bent board is 
supplied from the works. Adjustable steel 
centres can be employed as main bearers, 
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and the steel connectors used for attaching 
the units to props and poles enable the beams 
and columns to be encased without the con- 
struction of special timber framing on the 
job. Chamfered fillets are available for 
arrises and any form of moulded edging, to 
order. 


Portable Elevator 


A portable model of the Wild builders’ 
elevator has been introduced by M. B. Wild 
and Co., Ltd., 50, Pall Mall, London, SW1. 
This new model has been built in two easily 
handled sections, each light enough to be 
carried by two men, and yet still capable 
of an output of 1,500 bricks per hour. The 
design has permitted a substantial reduction 
in price to be made, thereby widening the 
economic usefulness of the machine and 
making it acceptable to the smaller builder. 
Full information, with price and delivery 
details, is available from the manufacturers. 


Plan Printer and Developer 


The “Leda” combined plan printer and 
developer is a new machine designed and 
manufactured by E. N. Mason and Sons, 
Ltd., Arclight Works, Colchester. It is 
claimed to give medium-fast output of fine 
quality dyelines which are printed and fully 
developed on the one machine. Mobile and 
only occupying 15 in. by 64 in. of floor- 
space, the “ Leda ” is of clean, simple design, 
and is finished in hammered grey stoved 
enamel. It is intended for use in medium- 
to-large plan-printing departments of engin- 
eering and constructional organisations, and 
is now going into production. 


Tower Crane 


A mobile tower crane is being produced 
by Steels Engineering Products, Ltd., 
Crown Works, Sunderland, which has a 
hoisting power of 11,000 lb. at 60 f.p.m., 
and a slewing speed of 2 r.p.m. Its derrick- 
ing motion runs from maximum to minimum 
radius in 90 seconds, and the crane, known 
as the Coles “ Weland ” model ST-2310, will 
travel up to 2 m.p.h. loaded and 4 m.p.h. 
unloaded on level ground. The turning 
radius is 30 ft., and either a petrol or diesel 
power unit is available. Leaflets giving 
data on this crane, as well as the S-1710 
15-ton mobile crane and L-1710 15-ton 
lorry-mounted crane, can be obtained from 
the manufacturers. 





An Introduction to 


By H. L. CHILDE 

% The most popular primer on modern con- 
crete practice. Enables the architect, 
builder, clerk of works, and foreman to 
increase his knowledge of reinforced 
concrete. The ideal book for teachers, 
students, and apprentices. 

*% A practical work showing in a simple 
manner the methods used by leading con- 
tractors, and how the results of modern 
science can be applied to large and smal! 
contracts. 

% Describes the theory and practice of re- 
inforced concrete, and gives the practical 
man an understanding of the properties, 
possibilities and limitations of the material, 
so enabling him to do better work, to reduce 
costs, and to avoid failures. 

4 pages. 116 working drawings and 

* photesraphsshowingconstruction methods. 
Memoranda and Tables of everday use. 

30,000 copies already sold. 
Price 3s. complete. By post 3s. 3d. 


co PUBLICATIONS LTD. 


Specialists in Books on Concrete 


14 Dartmouth St., London, S.W.1 
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LIMIT ON HOUSING 
PROGRAMME 


“Severe Setback ” to Slum Clearance 


DELEGATES to a regional conference of the 
National Housing and Town Planning Coun- 
cil at Whitley Bay, Yorkshire, on July 9, 
protested unanimously against reductions jn 
the building programmes of local authori- 
ties covering the next six months. 


They passed a resolution asking the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
to receive a deputation from the council on 
the subject and agreed that copies of the 
resolution should be sent to all members of 
Parliament for the north of England. 


ALDERMAN J. B. SyMONDs, of Jarrow. 
chairman of the regional executive council 
of the Regional Housing and Town Planning 
Council, said: “ Within the last two or three 
days local authorities have had a very severe 
setback. Their plans for dealing with the 
slum clearance problem have been retarded 
by the Ministry saying that the quota for 
houses will be cut to the end of the year 
by about 50 per cent. How can we expect 
to proceed with slum clearance campaigns 
when we cannot get the necessary authorisa- 
tion for the number of houses required? It 
behoves local authorities to see that this 
campaign is carried out and men and women 
given a decent home in which to live.” 

Py An explanation of the Ministry of Housing 

and Local Government's action in Setting a 


limit to the house building programmes of certain 
local authorities appears on page 86. 


LCC ACCOUNTS FOR 1952-53 
Over £44m. Deficiency in Housing 


THE DEFICIENCY for the year 1952-53 on 
the London County Council's housing opera- 
tions was £4,726,333, according to the 
report of the finance committee which was 
presented to the council on Tuesday. 

Of this amount £4,096,912 related to post- 
1919 housing operations. To meet this defi- 
ciency, in addition to Exchequer grants and 
Statutory rate contributions a supplementary 
rate contribution of £1,078,364 was neces- 
sary. Exchequer grants met 50 per cent. 
of the deficiency on this account, compared 
with 46 per cent. in 1951-52. 


Education Estimates 


_ The total expenditure on the education ser- 
vice for 1953-54 is estimated at £30,933,090, 
which is an increase of £1,821,445 over the 
previous year. 

A sum of £4,100,000 (£100,000 more than 
in 1952-53) is included in the capital 
estimates for education projects already 
approved by the Council. This sum is made 
up as follows: sites £750,000; buildings, 
£2,500,000; furniture and equipment, 
£500,000; and grants-in-aid in respect of 
special agreement secondary schools and 
aided polytechnics, £350,000. A provisional 
sum, not voted at this stage, of £1,250,000 
(£100,000 more than in 1952-53) is included 
for projects likely to be brought forward in 
the financial year ending March 31, 1954. 


Building Digests 

The following Building Research Station 
Digests have been recently issued: No. 53. 
“ Perforated Clay Bricks”; No. 54, “Fire 
Resistance of Board and Joist Floors for 
Small Houses and Flats”; No. 55, 
“ Drainage for Housing.” Copies may be 
obtained from the Stationery Office, price 3d. 
each. — 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


{From Our Own Correspondents | 


*British West Indies——Messrs. Bicknell 
and Silvera, Ltd., 101, Water-lane, Kingston, 
Jamaica, wish to represent a2 UK manu- 
facture: of structural steelwork. Those 
interested should write to the firm direct. 
All inquiries by telephone should be made 
to Trafalgar 8855, Ext. 2413. 


Colombia.—Major development projects 
for the future in Colombia, South America, 
include the second stage of the Rio Grande 
electrical scheme. The first stage was 
financed by the Export Import Bank so that 
all orders for equipment had to be placed 
in the US. It is understood that finance 
will probably be put up locally for the 
second stage, and British firms will now 
stand a chance if they can offer sufficiently 
attractive credit terms. Amongst other pro- 
jects or hand is the extension of the water 
supply. The municipality has already pur- 
chased equipment from Britain and there 
are now further opportunities. Tenders 
have been invited for a municipal pasteurisa- 
tion plant. A British thread company has 
purchased a site at Pereira to erect a factory. 


India.—Forty-eight more development 
blocks comprising about 4,800 villages will 
be taker under the community development 
programme during the year 1953-54. A 
decision to this effect was taken by the 
Planning Commission in its capacity as the 
Central Committee for the community pro- 
jects. These blocks will be in addition to 
the 81 blocks in the 55 community project 
areas in which work started during last 
October. When the Community Develop- 
ment Programme was first launched it was 
decided that every year new blocks would 
be taken up as more trained personne] and 
resources became available. Allocation of 
blocks for those interested is as follows: 
Assam 3, Bihar 1, Bombay 6, Madhya 
Pradesh 4, Madras 6, Orissa 2, Punjab 4, 
Uttar Pradesh 7, West Bengal 2, Hyderabad 
2, Madhya Bharat 1, Rajastham 2, Saurasb- 
tra 1, Travancore-Cochin 1, Bhopal 1, Coorg 
1, Vindhya Pradesh 2, and Bilaspur 1. 


New Zealand.—The Ministry of Works of 
New Zealand is preparing plans for a new 
nine-storey building in Wellington, to house 
Government departments. The site will be 
a corner section on Bowen - street, behind 
Parlizment Building, where foundations were 
prepared before the war for a building to 
house the Broadcasting Service. It is expec- 
ted that final plans will be ready in 18 
months or so, and a decision will then be 
made on the date for building to be resumed. 

A statement on the national housing con- 
ference to be held at Parliament Buildings 
on August 4 has been made by the acting 
Prime Minister, the Hon. K. J. Holyoake. 
He said that when the conference opened, 
the Government would make an important 
announcement of its housing policy, and 
would make its responsibilities in the hous- 
ing campaign quite clear. Mr. Holyoake 
said that the four-day conference would be 
attendea by more than 100 official delegates, 
and invitations had already been sent out 
to national organisations associated with the 
building industry, financial institutions, local] 
body organisations and manufacturers and 
business associations with a direct interest 
in the questions to be discussed. Some 
activities in the housing campaign were 
matters for Government decision alone, said 
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the Mirister, and for those the Government 
woulj accept responsibility. Other matters 
involved the co-operation of the Government 
and the building industry, and that co-opera- 
tion was being freely given. On still other 
questions, the Government would give a lead 
which it hoped the industry would follow, 
in the interests of a housing drive which 
would provide more standard homes more 
cheaply. 

Southern Rhodesia.—The village of 
Nortoa in Southern Rhodesia will, in the 
space of a few years, be transformed into 
one of Central Africa’s biggest industrial 
centres. The area to be covered by houses and 
factories will ultimately accommodate 8,500 
Europeans and 25,000 Africans. The indus- 
trial zone will cater for 46 heavy and 37 
light industrial sites, and amenities will 
includ: 10 schools, a hospital, an hotel. 
sports fields, parks and a golf course. It 
is being developed as a main Electricity 
Supply Commission distribution centre, and 


Central Africa’s biggest dam — 55,000m. 
gallon Lake Mcllwaine—is only five miles 
away. The town-centre, within a mile of any 


part of the town, has provision for shops, 
offices, hotels and a cinema, as well as a 
civic centre. The heavy industrial sites will 
be of four and a half acres and the light 
sites one and a half. The African town- 
ships will lie to the south-west of the indus- 
trial zone, and separated from it by fields. 
It is intended that the African townships will 
be provided with full amenities of beer halls, 
recreation and sports grounds and churches. 
A firm. which has already started to build 
at Norton is the Harold Poole organisation, 
manufacturers of agricultural and transport 
equipment. The factory itself has an area 
of 5,000 square feet on a site of 43 acres. 
Heavy industrial sites are to cost £250 per 
acre and light industrial sites will be £50 
per acre more. Residential sites will also be 
£300 each and flat sites are estimated at 
£1,000 each. 


Turkey.—-A number of interesting pro- 
jects are in the hands of the Turkish Govern- 
ment at present under the Monopoly agree- 
ments. These include building of tobacco 
factories at Bursa and Izmit and the enlarge- 
ment and modernisation of the existing one 
at Cibali. New factories are scheduled for 
Samsun, Bandirma and Duzce as well as 
large capacity warehouses. Tea factories 
are to be built at Cayeli and Gundogdu. A 


ASTOLAT 
TIMBER BUILDINGS 


GATES & 
FENCINGS 


All Astolat products enjoy the highest 
reputation for quality throughout Gt. Britain. 









ASTOLAT CLEFT 
it ® CHESTNUT 
1 FENCING 
+. 

ea 
ASTOLAT CO., LTD. 


Can be supplied ex stock. 
14, PEASMARSH, GUILDFORD Tei.521! 














July 17 1953 


report from Iskenderun states that an inlang 
port is to be created at Adana. Among 
those registering as founders of the com. 
pany—Seyhan Nehir Kanali ve Doklar 
Isletmeleri T.A.S.—are the Prime Minister 
Finance Minister, and Foreign Minister, The 
proposal envisages the dredging of the 
Seyhan River and the building of war. 
houses and dock installations on both its 
banks and its linking up by a canal with 
the Ceyhan River. A Yugoslav firm has 
been approached to do the work. Estimated 
cost is £12m. The International Bank fo; 
Reconstruction and Development is to bk 
asked to part finance the project. The 
adjudication for the construction of the har- 
bour at Samsun was awarded to a Turkish 
firm. An American specialist has been con- 
sulted by the Maritime Bank on schemes 
under study for improvements in Istanbul 
port. Details of these are given as follows: 
five reinforced concrete pontoons 100 to 200 
metres long to which ships up to 10,000 tons 
can tie up; a 600 metre quay at Salipazar 
fully equipped to deal with six vessels at 
once and four adjoining warehouses, and 
quay and warehouse improvements at Sirkeci 
and Saraybunru. 

A new beach resort scheduled to be estab- 
lished at Cesme on the blue waters of the 
Agean Sea, some 50 miles west of Izmir, will 
constitute another example of Turkish- 
American co-operation in the domain of 
private enterprise. The resort will include 
1,500 one- and two-storey homes, a 100-room 
hotel, a casino, swimming pools, tennis 
courts, and long stretches of beaches. The 
project will be carried out by local con- 
tractors and labour, and is financed by a co- 
operative of Turkish property owners who 
have retained the services of the New York 
firm of Thompson-Starrett Company. 





British Standard 

_ The following British Standard has been 
issued by the British Standards Institution: 
BS 1924, “ Methods of Test for Stabilised 
Soils,” price 12s. 6d. Copies are available 
from the British Standards Institution, 24, 
Victoria-street, SW1. 


Heating by Gas 


The second brochure on “Gas and the 
Warming of Large Buildings” deals with 
independent heating units, and advice is 
given on the choice of unit and its installa- 
tion. Copies of the publication, the seventh 
in the series on the commercial uses of 245, 
may be obtained from the Gas Council, |, 
Grosvenor-place, SW1, at a price of 2s. 


Drive-In Cafés 


American-style cafés at which motorists 
could be served with refreshments without 
leaving their driving seats have been 
approved in principle by officials at a Kid 
derminster inquiry, but a proposed site was 
criticised as not being suitable. The inquiry 
was being held in respect of an appeal! by 
Mr. R. Smith, garage owner, against Kid 
derminster TC’s refusal to approve plans for 
the conversion of part of his garage in 
Chester-road South, Kidderminster, into 4 
café and living accommodation for himself 
and his wife. The Deputy Town Clerk said 
the Council turned down the plans on the 
grounds that they might cause congestion 00 
a trunk road and would damage amenities 
In an area scheduled for residential deve!op- 
ment under the county development p!an. 
If the café scheme were approved, he suid. 
there was no legislation to prevent it being 


patronised by transport drivers. The Mixis~ 


ter’s decision will be announced. 


July 
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Edinburgh Housing Scheme Inquiry 

EDINBU RGH Corporation have in view 

the erection of a considerable number 
of houses at Meadowfield on the lower 
slopes of Arthur’s Seat and adjoining the 
Queen’s Park. Publication of the Corpora- 
tion’s proposal in the spring aroused much 
public interest, and the Secretary of State 
has since received representations signed by 
a large number of people protesting against 
the proposal. : 

Objection has been taken mainly on the 
ground that the building of the proposed 
houses at this place would seriously interfere 
with the amenities of Arthur’s Seat and of 
the city. In view of the importance of the 
issues and of the public interest displayed, 
the Secretary of State has decided that it is 
advisable that a local inquiry should be held 
to examine the matter. He has, therefore, 
directed that a public local inquiry should 
be held on the Corporation’s proposal to 
build houses at Meadowfield. He has 
appointed Mr. James Walker, QC, to hold 
the inquiry and he has also appointed Pro- 
fessor Gordon Stephenson, head of the 
Department of Civic Design, Liverpool 
University, to assist him as technical assessor. 

The inquiry will commence on August 10, 
and will take place in the City Chambers, 
Edinburgh. 


Vale of Leven Plan Approved 


Tue Secretary of State has approved 
the development plan for the Vale of 
Leven, in Dunbartonshire. This is the first 
plan for any part of a county area to re- 
ceive the Secretary of State’s approval under 
the Town Planning Act of 1947. 

Reflected in the plan are some of the re- 
commendations of the Clyde Valley Regional 
Planning Advisory Committee which sur- 
veyed the area some years ago. It is in- 
tended to indicate the most appropriate use 
of land in the area for the next 20 years, 
and is subject to a five-yearly revision as 
provided in the Act. 

Among the important features of the plan 
are proposals for a trunk road by-pass to 
the west to avoid built-up areas and to en- 
sure a good exit from Clydeside to Loch 
Lomond, reservation of additional land for 
industry, and reservation on the River Leven 
for amenity purposes. The hillsides flanking 
the Vale, particularly on the east, have been 
Protected by a number of Tree Preservation 
Orders, the effect of which is to maintain 
the amenity of the hills. 

The Secretary of State approved the de- 
velopment plan for the burghs of Paisley 
and Greenock on June 26 this year. 


Clyde Improvement Scheme 


_THE Ciype NAVIGATION TrusT has de- 
cided to proceed with another large scheme 
of improvements and new buildings which 
are estimated to cost over £1,900,000, quite 
apart from the present scheme of alterations 
and new buildings at Princes dock, Shield- 
hall, Rothesay dock, and Riverside quay, 
Which are estimated to cost £1,770,000. _ 
The latest scheme of improvements will 
be carried out at Glasgow Harbour, and 
will include the erection of a new goods 
shed, while at The Queen’s dock, alterations 
including the re-roofing of the sheds and the 
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cranes and crane tracks will be constructed. 

At Stobhouse quay, the sheds and the 
cranes and tracks (24 cranes) will be sim# 
larly reconstructed and re-roofed. 

Two goods sheds are to be erected at King 
George V dock and other works are to be 
carried out there, and also at Meadowside 
and Merkland quays. 

In the offing the Clyde Navigation Trust 
has also plans in the hands of their engin- 
eers for new dry dock facilities for the 


Clyde. 
NEW BUILDINGS 
Bellshill.—-Lanarkshire CC to erect a new public 
school, for which sketch plans are in hand. The 
Council Architect is William Watt (F), Council Offices, 
Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 
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eee. ee oes “—— 
Propose additions to Rope 

which the architect is John S. Ruthven, 68, 

rd., Cathcart, 


Colegs elidiog $0 bs, eretak George. "George 
to at ’ 
oa» for which the architect is Dr. Sinclair 

(Campbell & Sinclair), 121, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 
Lanarkshire.—Plans to be by their own 
architects for a new factory is to be erected 
at the Nerston Industrial estate by the Scottish Indus- 
= Estates, Ltd., Woodside-cres., Woodiands-rd., 

asgow. 


ire.—Plans in hand for extensions to the 
Cleve-st. workshops, Shotts, for which the architects 
are Cowie & Miller (F), Oakfield-chbrs., Main-st., 
Motherwell-Wishaw. 


Ringside.—Lanarkshire CC to erect 58 houses, for 
which plans are to be prepa*ed by Samuel MacColl (A), 
County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and pre- 
vious issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk are 
advertised in this number. The dates at the heads of 
paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
mame and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JULY 22. 

*tIsle of Ely CC.—Four houses at Queen-st., March. 
County A, Dept. £2 2s. Tenders by August 29. 

*tSouthampton CBC.—Offices, Mount Pleasant 
secondary girls’ school. Boro’ A. Dep. £1. Tenders 
by August 12. 

JULY 23. 

*+Finchley BC.—Two houses on site of Reepham 
Villas, East End-rd. Hsg. and TP Officer. Dep. £3 3s. 
Tenders by August 10. 

JULY 24. 

*+Birmingham City C.—Caretaker's 
‘** Field House ’’ nursery, Clent. City 


£2 2s. 
JULY 25. 
+Coldstream TC.—Trades for the erection of four 
houses at Duke-st. TC, Bank of Scot!and-chbrs., 
High-st. Tenders by August 10. 


cottage at 
E&S. Dep. 








A NEW PUBLICATION 


CHURCH ROOF 
COVERINGS 


A survey of alternative 
materials and their method 
of use, prepared by a com- 
mittee set up by the Central 
Council for the Care of 
Churches in conjunction 
with the Society for the 
Protection of Ancient 
Buildings. 


PRICE 2/3; by Post 2’6 








Published by The Builder Lid., 
and obtainable from the a 
BOOK DEPT., THE BUILDER HOUS 
CATHERINE STREET, W.C.2 


Telephone : TEMPLE BAR 6251 (Est. 5) 











*tEssex CC.—Adaptations and additions to form 
health services clinic at 58, New-st., Dunmow. 

*tEssex CC.—Aliterations and additions to the fire- 
stn. at Snakes-la., Woodford. Cty. A, Cheimsford. 


JULY 28. 
_Chepstew RDC.—10 houses with sewers and sewage 
disposal works at Mathern. Thomas & Morgan & 
Partners, architects, 23, Gelliwastad-rd., Pontypridd. 


Dep. £3 3s. 
*tipswich CBC.—11 shops and 10 dwellings, 
Dep. £3 3s. 


Chantry estate. BE&S, 19, Tower-st. 
Tenders by August 27. 

*Walton and Weybridge UDC.—Pavilion, Bell Farm 
Recreation Ground. E&S. No dep. 

JULY 29. 

Cardiff RDC.—Erecction of (1) 36 dwellings on the 
Cefn Bychan housing site, Pentyrch; (2) 18 dwellings, 
Cefn Bychan, Pentyrch; (3) public conveniences, Dinas 


Powis. E&S, Park House, 20, Park-pl., Cardiff. Dep. 
(1) £10 10s.; (2) £5 5s.; (3) £3 3s. 


JULY 3. 


*Darham Police Authy.—Two houses at Burdon-la., 
Ryhope. G. Clayton, FRIBA, Court-la., Durham. 


*tLothi RDC.—10 dwellings, Norfolk-rd., 
Wangford. G. W. Setterfield, Clerk, Rectory-rd., 
Lowestoft. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by August 21. 

JULY 31. 


*tBucks CC.—Children’s home, Southcourt estate, 
Aylesbury. County A, Aylesbury. Dep. £2 2s. 
Erpingham RDC.—Two dwellings at Trimi m. 
G. Evatt, A&S, Council Offices, St. Peter’s-rd., 
Sheringham. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Southend-on-Sea BC.—Forty-four houses, 24 flats 
and 16 maisonettes at site No. 17. Boro’ A. Dep. £2. 


AUGUST 1. 

Tadcaster RDC.—40 houses at Springwell Farm, 
Shillington. A. Stee] & Owen, architects, 89, Albion- 
st., Leeds, 1. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 4, 
RDC.—Three houses at Beechfield estate, 
Fremington. A. S. Dennis, building surveyor, The 


Red House, Castle-st., Barnstaple. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Basingstoke BC.—-Nine shops and maisonettes at 
South Harn site. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 5. 

*Aycliffe Development Corpa.—-297 dwellings and 
garages. G. A. Goldstraw (A), Newton Aycliffe, near 
Darlington, Co. Durham. Dep £2 2s. 

AUGUST 7. 


*Bala UDC.—38 houses and site works, Hafan Bala. 
C. Dep. £3 3s. 


*Bexley BC.—First section of community centre at 
Falconwood-par., Welling. BE&S, West Lodge, Broad- 
way, Bexleyheath. Dep. £2 2s. 


Tottenham BC.—12 dwellings and 12 maisonettes at 

Arthur-rd. site. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 10. 

*Chesterfield RDC.—Six shops with 3 flats over, Birk 
Hill housing estate, Eckington. J. B. Wikeley, ES. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Maidenhead BC.—-24 houses on Spencers estate, 
contract 4C. BE&S. Dep. £2. ; 

City C.—16 houses on three sites at 
Wythenshawe. Director of Hsg. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST i1. 
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Nesfelk CC.—Two pairs police houses at Wymond- 
ham (Park-ia.y ome deurict nurse's hogs at Harting: 
one dntrict carse’s house at Long Stratton, aiso at 
Tharton (Ashby). County A. Norwich 


AUGUST 12. 


*Siatheld RDC.—12% dwellings, Roe Hil. J. H. 

Parker (A). #2, Great North-rd. Dep. £5 % 
AUGUST 13. 

Ramubottom UDC.—ia2) 92 houses tage se 
ettes Wood cstate; (>) 25 2 maison- 
estes, i teseen estate. EAS. Dep. £2 2s 

AUGUST 4. 

Se. Hielews TC.—(2) 22 houses at Pocket Nook 
estate at Merton Bank section. contract No. 2024; (b) 
two houses, two flats and two shops at Ceal-st. sie. 
Hoghton-1d. section: (c) 47 houses at _Windieburst 
estate. Hard-la. sections. BE. Dep. £2 2s. per com 
tract 

BC.—Erection of proposed 
extension (stage Lil) of Belfairs sec. sch. Boro’ A. 
Dep & 

*Senderiand BC.—Four shops and fats and six 

garages at Hill View estate Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 15. 

Moamoeth BC.—{1) 3 houses, Rockfield-rd.; (2) 12 
maisonettes. Rockficid-rd_ playground site; (3) 3 houses, 
Manson ; . Ma : Cc. F. Ward, MBE. 
FRIBA, 158, Commercial-st.. Newport. Dep. £2 2s 


AUGUST 21. 
“Hythe BC.—Convenience, Red Lion-sq. BS Dep 
— 2s ; 
“Hythe BC.—Pubdlic shelter, West Parade BS 
Dep. £2 2s 
AUGUST 31. 


*Derkam City C.—Six shops and four flats on Sun- 
deriand-rd. estate. City E. Dep. £2 2s 
NO DATE. 
T™C.—465 houses on the Grove housing 


estate with incidental works BS, College House, 
Bridgnorth. Dep. £2 2s 

** Bri BC.—14% flats at West Hill estate. TC 
Dep. £3 3s 


*Tewkesbery BC.—4 shops, Priors Park estate 


Pemberton & Bateman, architects, 21, ine-st., 
Evesham. Dep. £2 2s 
PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


MATERIALS, ETC. 
JULY 20. 


**Seuthampton CB.—Interna! redecorations and 


repairs, St. Momnica-rd. school. Boro’ A. Dep. £1. 
Tenders by August 12. 
JULY M. 
Stoke-oa-Treat BC.—City S. (Materials.) 
AUGUST 1. 
West Riding of Yorkshire CC.—County EAS. 
(Materials.) 
AUGUST 5. 


*Feltham UDC.—Externa! painting to 21 houses in 
two contracts. Chief Sanitary Inspector. Dep. £2. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JULY 29. 

Skipton RDC.—Foul and surface water drainage 

works on Higheriands housing site, Gargrave. E&S 
. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 1. 

Dersiey RDC.—20,000-gall. reservoir and ancillary 
works at Littl Tor, Wortley-rd., Wolton-under-Edge 
F&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 8. 


Baraack RDC.—-Laying of water main in the parish 
of Wittering. Stirling, Lambert & Partners, consult- 


ant engineers, 8%, Station-chbrs., Peterborough. Dep. 
£2. 
AUGUST 11. 
St. Albans City C.—1.850 lin. yds. surface-water 


sewers and 1,700 lin. vds. foul sewers. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 12. 

*Hatfield RDC.—Road works and sewers, Roe Hill 
J. H. Parker (A), 82, Great North-rd. Dep. £5 5s. 

AUGUST 17. 

Chesterton RDC.-—Approximately 
sewer. E&S. Dep. £2 2s 

Dearne UDC.—Bolton main gravity outfall sewer 
E&S, Bo'ton-upon-Dearne. Dep. £5 5s 

AUGUST 24. 

Diss UDC.—Approximately 2,200 ft. concrete sewer, 
3,800 ft. stoneware sewer and 1.000 ft. main. with 
ejector station, etc. J. Taylor & Sons, engincers, 
Artiliery House, Artillery-row, Westminster, SW! 


Dep. £5. 
. SEPTEMBER 14. 


Plymosth City C.—Dam, fishpass and pumping 
station at Lopwell on River Tavy. WE. Dep. £3 3s. 


City E&S 


3,100 lin. yds. 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


City.—Orrices.—Approval is 
erection of a multi-storeyed building for use as 
offices, with shops on the ground floor and a base- 
ment car park, in Cheapside, Lawrence-la.. Trump- 
st., and Milk-st., EC, but excluding 97 to 99, Cheap- 
side and 31-33, Lawrence-la. The improvements and 
TP Com. of the Common Council of the City of 
London recommend consent to the scheme subject to 
certain conditions, including provision for licensed 
premises at the north-west and north-east corner of the 
building. The architects for the scheme are Ronald 
Ward & Pinrs., 17, Lowndes-st., SW! 

Headoa.—Fiats.—Middiesex CC have granted 
planning permission for the erection proposed by BC 
of % flats off Kenilworth-rd. 

Headon.—Howsts.—Proposals made by Shaw and 
Liovd, F/ARIBA, 74, Gt. Russeli-st.. WC1. for the 
erection of three detached houses and garages at the 


junction Of Addison-way and FPinchiey-rd.. NW11, 
have been approved by TP Com. 
Hendoa.—Dwriimcs.—TP Com. approved the 


erection of five dwellings at Brentmead-pi., North 
Circular-+rd., NWIi1, proposed by Cheshire & Briggs, 
surveyors, 29, Manchester-st.. WI. 

Heados.—Howstes.—Proposals for the erection of 
two houses st the junction of MHankins-la. and 
Stockton-gdns.. NW7, made by Bertie, Crewe & Kay. 
architects, 1, Green-la., NW4, have been approved by 
BC 


Heados.—Licexsep Premises —Erection of licensed 
premises on a site in Glengold-rd., near the junction 
of Aldridge-ave., has been proposed by Whitbread & 
Co., Ltd., brewers, Chiswell-st., ECi, and approved 
by TP Com 

Headoa.—DeveLormMeNT.—BC recommended to 
approve the sale to, and development by, A. W. 
Curton, Ltd., bidrs., Golf House, Stone-gr., of the 
Lawrence-st. housing site, containing not less than 11 
contiguous pits. 

Hendor.—Houses.—Pians have been prepared for 
the erection by James Green & Co., Mill Hill, of 
1S houses at Abercorn-rd., and are recommended for 
BC's approval 

Hendosa.—Housinc.—Pians submitted by BE & S$ 
for the development of the southern section of Spur- 
rd. housing site have been recommended for BC's 
approval by TP Com. 

IMerd.—Scvoot Apprtions.—The provision of two 
additional classrooms at Highlands County Primary, 
estimated cost £5,984, is recommended by Essex EC. 

Lambeth.— Repeve_copment.— The acquisition, 
clearance and partial redevelopment for housing pur- 
poses of the Mumford-rd. (Nos. 1, 2 and 3) areas, at 
estimated cost £17,000, is recommended by LCC Hsg. 
Com. 

Lambeth.—Srr—e Acguisition.—LCC Ed. Com. 
recommend the acquisition for education purposes of 
a site in Crown-la., at revised cost £5,650. 


Lewisham.—Primary ScHoot.—Proposals made by 
Roman Catholic authorities to establish the St. 
Francesca Cabrini RC primary school for 240 chil- 
dren within the premises of the Sacred Heart Convent, 
Honor Oak Park, have been approved by LCC Ed. 
Com 


Leytoa.— ScHoo..—Essex CC are recommended to 
approve rebuilding of Ruckholt county secondary 
technical school to provide 544 places, at estimated 
cost £105,215. Also the provision of two additional 
classrooms at Connaught-rd. county secondary school, 
estimated cost £5,225. 
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Romford.—Lasoratory—Essex EC propose the 
provision of two additional classrooms and a biology 
laboratory at Romford County Technical Schooi, 
estimdted cost £6,485. 
Southwark.—Sire Cirarance—LCC Hsg Com, 
the acquisition, clearance and partial 
of the Conquest-st. area, at estimate 
cost £17,500. - 
Stepwey.—COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT.—LCC Tp 
Com. propose the acquisition of 2$ acres of land 
for the com ive clopment of the &. 
George’s-in-the-East site in neigh! unit 5, 
Stepaey.—Site Acquisition.—LCC Ed Com. 
recommend the acquisition of a site of over two acres 
in Wapping High-st., at estimated cost of £43,000, for 
the later erection of the St. Peter’s London Docks 
CE primary school and a maintained nurser; 
Wandsworth.—Srconpary ScHoo..—Early erection 
of a secondary school for 2,000 pupils in the Burnt. 
wood-la. area is proposed by the LCC. The site has 
not vet been decided. 
Wandsworth.—REDEVELOPMENT.—LCC are recom. 
mended to approve the acquisition, clearance andj 
partial redevelopment for housing purposes of two 
sites in West Hill, at estimated cost £32,000 
Wandsworth.—Sirr EXTENSIONS.—LCC recom. 
mended to acquire site of 34, Albert-dr. as part of the 
site of North House, 49, Prince’s-way, Wimbiedon 
Park. The main site is to be used for the erection 
of a boarding special school for 200 blind children. 
Woodford.—L israry.—Erection of a branch library 
and youth employment bureau at The Shrubberies, at 
estimated cost £8,275, is recommended for Essex CC's 
approval. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Ashton-ender-Lyne.—BC approved plans: —New 
offices and works at Margaret-st., for Rainwater Cast- 
ings, Ltd.; motor showroom to garage at Cowhill-la,, 
for A. C. Hastie. 


.—EC approved amended sketch plans for 
Mereside sec. mod. sch., and received approval for 
erection of St. Wilfrid’s CE jun. sch. in 1954 5 pro 
gramme, £50,350 est. cost—Plans submitted to TC 
three houses at Links-rd., 14 houses and garages at 
Raymond-ave., for R. Fielding & Son, Stanhope-rd., 
Blackpool; eight bungalows at Northgate, for Biack- 
pool Self-Build Hsg. Assoc., 18b, Whitegate-dr 

Blaydor (Co. Durham).—Stella Hall has been sold 
by Council of King’s College, Newcastle-on-Tyne and, 
it is understood, is to be converted into flats. 

_ Bradford.—TC to issue following licences for erec- 
tion of houses:—10 at Buttershaw-la. for Broadley 
Bros., 18, Watty Hall-rd., Wibsey; 10 at Leamere-gr., 
for J. H. & E. Wallbank, 861, Great Horton-rd.. and 
13 at Templars Way for Hillingdon Estate Co 

Carlisle—RC auths. propose church and hal! at 
Harraby. Architect, W. C. Mangan. Preston. 

Chapel-en-le-Frith.—_RDC approved development of 
land at Green Fairfield for housing and recreational 
purposes by Ketton Portland Cement Co., Ltd 

Chester-le-Street.—UDC to develop housing estate on 
West-la. site, and preliminary site works will begin 
later this year. UDC S, W. Ridley. 

Darlington.—TC to negotiate contracts with Boddy 
& Bell, Thomas-st., and William Dickinson, 221, Park- 
= for erection of 34 houses and 12 houses, respec- 
tively. 

Doncaster.—12 shops with 18 flats above to be built 
on Beckett-rd. site, est. cost £52,000: and 10 shops 
with flats above on Cantley estate, Stage II, est. cost 
£28.500.—Corp. to make available about 17 acres of 
land between Armthorpe-rd. and Thorne-rd. for 200- 
300 private houses, and land behind Green House 
Hotel, Thorne-rd., for 24 private houses. 

Durham.—City C to obtain tenders for erection of 
shops on Sunderland-rd. estate. W. J. Green, City E. 


Durham.—Cty. C to build 11 hostels for old people. 
Architect, G. R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham. 

Eston.—UDC to negotiate with A. Wilkinson & 
Sons, South Bank-on-Tees, for erection of houses 08 
Redcar-rd. East estate. 

Gateshead.—TC received sanction to erect six Dor- 
ran-type houses in Rose-st. It is expected that another 
100 will be built on other sites in the town. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—TC to erect eight houses at South 
Leam-la., at £1,700 each. BE, H. W. T. Perkins. pre- 
pared scheme for construction of maisonettes north of 
Ormonde-st., cost £58,000. 


Jarrow-on-Tyne.—TC received Ministry approvs! to 
construct 41 houses north of Ormonde-st., £53.922- 
Plans by BE, H. W. T. Perkins. 


ona 7 roy Miller & Thomas, 13. 
ucens-sq., as . for proposed Swinnow-la. s¢c- 
mod. sch.; and E. R. Babbs & Son, 34, Wellington 
st., Leeds, as QS for Richmond Hill CP sch. 
Little Hampton.—Min. of Ag. propose erection of 
research institute at Tondingnet 
Lunesdale.—RDC to prepare plans for rebuilding of 
Hornby Hall, £18,500 est cost! 
Manchester.—TC propose erection of 39 shop» at 
Langley estate, Middleton, £107,375 est. cost. 
Maachester.—H. Beenstock, Ltd., Propose extens:ons 
to factory at Derby-st., Cambridge-st. and Mouse!'-st.. 
Cheetham. Architects, t & Groom, 37, King- 
st. West, Manchester.—J_ N. Webb, 1, St. Mary’s-rd., 
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ch. proposes erection 12 houses in es ee 
tend House, Wilton-rd., Crumpsall.—s. ee 
propose 18 flats in three-storey block’ at ‘pall 


a, cu it, Wilmslow-rd., Withington. Architect, 
Eric Levy, 32, " Demupate. 

M chaste —Reg. Hospital Brd. allocation 
£45 000 f for extensions > Feoneaeh Hosp: 


Mansfield.—Mansfield Brewery Co., a received 


licence for £90,000 to reconstruct “* Swan Hotel.” 

Middlesbrowgh.—EC received approval for building 
of three schs., total cost £134,350, BS&A, J. Kenyon. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—EC received permission to 
build. next year, cty. prim. schs. at Montagu estate, for 
660 children, Kenton-la. for 560 children, and Fawdon 
for 380 children. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Plans approved for proposed 
RC ¢ hurch in Monkchester-rd., for Rev. J. M. Colgan 
to plans by R. Burke, Lambton-rd.—Town Improve- 
ment a nd Streets Com. approved plans by City A, 18, 
Cloth-market, for 153 houses on Section “D” of 
Kenton North estate.—G. H. Tyndall, 6, Windsale- 
pl., submitted plans to City C for proposed social hall 
in Wyndley-pl., for Montagu Estate Residents’ Assoc. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C to build 200 houses on 
various sites in city which are to be cleared. Plans 
by City A, G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market. 


Northants.—-EC received approval for inclusion of 
following projects in. 1954-5 programme:—Sec. mod. 
sch. at Roade, £100,000 est.; inf. sch., £45,750 est.; 
and sec. mod. sch., £141,000 est.. at Corby. ‘—Second 
instalment of sec. tech. sch. at Wellingborough, £82,000 
est.: further extensions to Northampton gram. sch., 
£33,000 est 

Northwich.—RDC seek loans £127,000 for 70 houses 
at Lostock, eight at Dayenham, 18 at Comberbach, 10 
at Tarporley, and eight at Moulton. 


Nottingham.—EC approved erection of Milford jun. 
and inf. sch. at Listowel-cres., Clifton estate, £92,220 
est.; Peveril sec. mixed sch. at Astley Park-dr., 
£193,300 est.; stage 1 Nottingham & Dist. tech. col. 
in 1954-5 programme, £750,000 est. 

Peterlee.—-Dev. Assoc. to build six large houses for 
business men. Plans by Staff A 

Rotherham.—EC to invite tenders for construction 
»§ Kimberworth Park prim. sch. No. 1. 

Salford.—PC Council of St. Ambrose, Seediey, pro- 
pose erection of church, Rev. R. W. C. Dodds, vicar. 

Salop..-EC to include two-form entry instalment of 
Shrewsbury Longden-rd. mod. sch. in 1954/5 pro- 
gramme, £128,016 est. 

Sheffield.-EC to acquire site at Millhouses-la. for 
proposed St. Wilfrid’s RC sch. 

Skipton.—RDC propose 112 houses at Glusburn. 
ga -UDC approved scheme for 200 houses at 

hirley 

South Shields.—TC to purchase another 19 sites in 
Raglan-st., William-st. and Francis-st. under compul- 
sory purchase orders. 

South Shields.—EC seek permission to build special 
school for 150 handicapped children. Subject to M 
of E approval, R. Collins, Russell-bldgs., King-st., will 
he appointed architect, and J. S. Glover, 13, Win- 
chester-st., quantity surveyor.—Preliminary plans to be 
prepared for proposed six-form entry sec. sch. for EC. 

Stalybridge.—BC to invite tenders for houses at Cop- 
ley estate: seek Ministry approval for 28 flats at 
Demesne-st., and six shops and flats at Millbrook. 

Stockport.—Work to commence shortly on exten- 
. ms to Woodsmoor Methodist Church, Rev. J. 

ishop 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Boro’ A, T. C. Hartley, 28, The- 
square, to prepare scheme for three-storey municipal 
bidgs. on the cattle market site. 

Stone. -UDC to invite tenders immediately for aged 
Persons’ bungalows at Village Hall site, Oulton. 

cr nnnderiand. —TC received loan sanction £428,155 for 

rection of 327 houses on Castletown site. 

_ Sunderland -—Corp. recommended to build accom- 
modation for 2,165 single people and married couples 
without | children. Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop. 

West Hartlepool.—Newcastle Reg. Hospital Brd., 

unira Osborne-rd., considering converting 
Cameron Hospital into maternity hospital. 


TENDERS 
: Denc tes accepted. 
| Denotes provisionally accepted. 
: Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 


ments 


henteibial —-84 flats at Burnley-rd. estate, for TC: 
sm - 7 Ltd., 27a, Chapel-ia., Worthing (re- 
1S ender), 
: Belper.—12 houses at Bulling-la., Crich, for RDC: 
Ripleys, Ltd., Derby, £16,800 (revised tender). 
Bredbary (Cheshire).—102 houses at Goyt Valley 
estate. for UDC: *Vessey Bros.. Ltd., St. Martins-rd.. 
Marple C “heshire, £138,275. 

rte and Warlingham.—18 houses and _ cight 
flats, Hamsey Green estate, Warlingham, for UDC 


L. V. Gordon, MBE, BSc, ACGI, AMICE, Regis- 
tered Architect, 
Oliver R. Croudace, “Ltd., Cotethamn. . . £44,265 
F. W. Woolgar, Croydon ; 40,758 


Ltd.: *Wilson & Kell, Wellficld, Shiremoor, 


THE BUILDER 
Wonton. Marshall & Co., Ltd., W.11 .. 40,380 
T. Hopkins (Builders), Ltd., €roydon . 38,746 
oR J. Clarke & Co. (Builders), a 87, 
Whyteleafe-hill, Whyteleafe, Surrey. .. 36,739 


Chester-le-Street.— Alterations ard additions to the 
Lumley Works of the Fence Houses Brickworks Co., 
North- 
umberland. 

Cleator Moor (Camberland).—Erection of factory of 
10,000 sq. ft., for the West Cumberland Industrial De- 
velopment Co., Ltd., Whitehaven, to be let to Rem- 
ploy, Ltd.: *John Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 

Doncaster.—10 shops with flats above at Beckett- 
rd., contract No. 378; 10 shops with flats above at 
Everingham-rd., Cartley, stage II, contract No. 422, 
for BC. Boro’ A, 15, South-parade, Doncaster. Con- 
tract No. 378: *W. Simkin, Ltd., 205, Dobcroft-rd., 
Sheffield 11, £51,688; contract No. 422: *Doncaster 
Corporation Works. Dept., 2, Priory-pl., Doncaster, 
£27,919. (Subject to Ministry approval.) 

Droitwich.—12 houses and two bungalows at Hartle- 
bury estate, for RDC. R. F. Fry, E&S, Ombersley-st., 


Droitwich. Architects & Quantities by Godwin, “Clist 
* Greenway, FFRIBA, Bank-bidgs., Kidderminster:— 

. R. R. Tooby, Stourbridge .. £28,331 
i Herbert Smith, Ltd., Kidderminster 25,989 
Shaw Bros., Cradley Heath 23,666 
Blakeway (Contractors), Ltd., Cradley Heath 23,657 
R. W. Morris, Worcester a 23,433 
Wheeler & Mansell, Ltd., Evesham .. 23,109 
Evesons, Droitwich 23,000 
Titford Property Co., Ltd., Langley 22,985 
*Joseph Webb & Co., Ltd., Coseley 21,737 


Dumfries-shire.—New public sch. at Locharbiggs, 
Dumfries. George Bartholomew, ARIAS, ARIBA, 
County-bidgs., Dumfries. Excavation, brick, build- 
ing, and allied works: *Robinson & Davidson, Ltd., 
Dumfries, £25,245. Heating engineering installation, 
and allied works: *D. Thomson & Son, Ltd., Carlisle. 
£4,901. Plumbing, sanitary engineering, and allied 
works: *William Robson & Son, Dumfries, £3,340. 
Electricity fittings, installation, and allied works: 
*Drummond & Son (Electric), Ltd., Dumfries, £3,089. 

Durham.—Erection of pithead baths at Thrislington 
Colliery, for NCB. Plans by the Pg” Architects’ 
Dept., Ashfield Towers, Gosforth: W. Lazenby & 
Co., Ltd., Ferryhill. 

Durham.—Extensions and alterations to a motor 
control building at Akley Heads, Durham. Architects, 
L. J. Couves & Partners, Carliol House, Newcastle: 
*Purdie, Lumsden & Co., Ltd., 25, Oxford-st., New- 
castle-on-Tyne. Cost, £15,000. 

Durham.—54 houses on the Sunderland-rd. estate, 
for City C. City E, W. J. Green, Town Hall: *Veti & 
Edwards, Ltd., Thorn! ey (subject to MOH & LG 
approval). 

Eston.—102 ‘‘ non-traditional ’’ houses on the Red- 
sar-rd. East estate, for UDC. N. C. Hargison, S, 
Normanby-rd., South Bank-on-Tees: *G. Wimpey & 
Cel, Lat. Orchard House, Newcastle-on-Tyne (sub- 
ject to MOH & LG approval). 

Frizington (Cumberland).—Extensions to factory for 
the British Fez Co., Ltd.: *John Laing & Sons, 
Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 

Glasgow. ”_New sec. sch. at Westland-dr. site, for 
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Corporation. John MacNab (F), 129, Bath-st., 
coal “t & Co., Ltd en £257 197 
. : *Hugh Bradley & Co. » Go 197. 


pentry, and allied 
Fre A wee 
yr ’ 
and casements, and allied works: *The Crittal] Manu- 
facturing Co., Ltd., £2,290. Ironmongery, 
works: *Fyfe & MacGruther, Ltd., £2,117. 
of Glasgow.) 
Geoenech.—-Erection of s new teak fer Ciréudals 
& North of Scotland, Ltd., at West Bilackhall-st 
Wylie, Shanks & Wylie (FA), architects, 120, Blyths- 
wood-st., Glasgow: *Russell & King, Ltd., Glasgow. 
Hartlepool.—New basement showrooms at Hartle- 
pool, for Books Fashions. Architects, 
Gillis, 2, Saville-chbrs., North-st., 
“W. Pearson & Sons, Stranton, West Hartlepool. 
Hartlepool.—Erection of 75 houses at West View- 
rd., for TC. J. H. Wood, BE: *Atter & Davison, 
Bruce-cres., West View, oe 
Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Erection of club-house, stands, 
and entrances at Monkton Sports Ground, for the 
Trustees of Jarrow Sports Club. Architect, R. Collins, 
Russell-bidgs., King-st., South Shields: *Bewley & 
Scott, Ltd., Dunston-on-Tyne. 
Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Factory =. bag ag 
— Metal Industries. Collins, 
ussell-bldgs., King-st., ae Shields: . 8. & 
Swin- 


ae 


for 


Seon Ltd., Dunston-on-Tyne. 
Leeds.—Erection of 88 flats at Seacroft and 
now estate, for TC: *Direct Labour, £100,006. 
Lincoln (Kesteven).—Extension a school, off 
Belton-la., Grantham, for CC. . W. H. Barnes, 
FRIBA, County A, Sleaford: *W. Foster & Sons, 


Grantham 

€London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Department, 
Admiralty:— 

Chatham: ure for w and boiler 
house, G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., Works. 
Maidstone, Kent. Fareham: tices’ 
jer 2 ——— (Comraciors. Ltd., ye 
‘ortsmout ‘ortsmouth: Roofing repairs, John 
& Co. (Portsmouth), Ltd., 205-7, Arundel-st., 


Sheerness: Reconstruction of ‘covered 
way, Wards Construction (Medway), Ltd., 360, 
Canterbury-st., Gillingham, Kent. 

€London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of £500 
or over for week ended July a _ 

ne aul maintenance work: Metcalf Bros., 
Doncaster; A. Richmond & pitt ‘nites Notts; Y. I. 
Lovell a sn, Ltd., Gerrards Cross, Bucks; Simcock 
& Usher L , Northampton; Haymills (Contractors), 


mouth, Hants. 


- 


Police).—Contracts placed by 


Lendoa (Metropolitan . 
Metropolitan _Police:—Internal redecorations and 


external painting and ae at New Southgate police 
station: *J. W. ee ae & Sons, £798. 
internal redecorations and repairs at Palmer at 
Fortress-rd., Kentish Town: Ww. 

£888. External _and | internal repairs ah aed 
pation boxes, “K” Division: *A. E. 
£1.037. 


€London MOW).—Contracts placed during week 
ended July 4:— 
London: lil, 


ih 


Brick-st., WI, + <n 
so Ge E7; chink te 

oyal ‘Miot “caternal 
on Me Sons, Ltd 


— Roehamp- 
& T. Painters, 
oh 


Co., Ltd., Mill, Barmill, 
adaptations to form storage 
SHD, Alan Skelton, Ltd., Gargieston, 
Derbyshire : PO/MNI poet Hotel, 
internal decorations, Ford Weston, 
Osmaston-rd., Derby; ~~ RS Branch Post 
See Birtley, alterations and 
Burnett Son, Station-la., Birtley 
pon nd Portsmouth, erection of 
Rice & Son, Ltd., 15 Stockwell-rd., SW9; 
Beaching Grid and Apron Wall, 
of two jetties. Concrete Piling 
inner Deinenetee, Se: Midlothian : 
erection stores " 
Co., Ltd., Sersbroden Works. . 
€London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
WD during week ended July 4:— 
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Belfast. Wigtownshire : 
tion, Ltd., Prestwick. Co. Down: 
Irish Roads (Belfast), Ltd., Belfast. 


Miscellaneous, Scottish Avia- 
Road repairs, 


THE BUILDER 


Maidenhead.—11 pairs of houses, Spencers estate, 
for BC. BE&S, 14, Cranford-rise: *Hodgkinson Bros., 
Ltd., York House, London-rd., Ashford, Mdx, £29,826. 
















UNITE FOR STRENCTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 


ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 p.a. 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone or write: 


SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 
Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 limes) 
Telegrams: ‘‘EFEMBE, Holb., London’’ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded 


| 


Manchester.—Reinstatement of warehouse and fac- 
tory after fire damage at 11, Bloom-st., for Werners 
Warehouses, Ltd.: *Fred Fletcher, 19, York-st., 
Biackley. 

Manchester.—-Single-storey extension to works at 
Clough-rd. and Whitehouse-ter., Blackley, for Man- 
chester Tinning Co., Ltd.: *H. Ogden & Co., Ltd.. 
Oldham-rd., Middleton. 


Manchester.—A contract for alterations and improve- 
ments to the tailoring premises of Jackson the Tailor, 
Ltd., at Market-st., Manchester. Architects, Stephen- 
son & Gillis, 2, Saville-chbrs., North-st., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne: *J. Curtis & Sons, Leeds 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of an additional storey 
at the Medical School, for the Council of King’s Col- 
lege. Architects, Newcombe & Newcombe, 23, Eldon- 
sq., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *James R. Rutherford & Sons, 
Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Alterations to the Church high 
sch., Tankerville-ter. Architects, Newcombe & New- 
combe, 23, Eldon-sq., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *H. Waller, 
Back Waller-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Nottingham.—Further 96 houses and 10 garages at 
Wollaton Vale, Fernwood estate, for TC: *Thos. Bow, 
5, Lamartine-st., Nottingham, £138,804. 

Nuneaton.—21 flats at Abbey-st., for TC: *W. D. 
Randall, Church-rd., Hartshill, Nuneaton, £24,313. 
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Salford.—Four houses at Gt. Cheetham-st. Weg, 
or TC: *E. Kennedy, Ltd., 29, Myerscrofti., 
Salford 10, £6,652. 

Skelton (Yorks).—Erection of five shops and houses, 
Brotton Coach-rd. estate, for UDC. Architect, C. Dp. 
Taylor, 41, Baxtergate, Whitby: *F. J. Willis & Son, 
Hinderwell, Whitby (subject to MOH & LG approval), 

Southport.—Eight houses at Heathfield-rd. site No, 
15, for BC: *R. J. Barton & Sons, Ltd., 666a, Liver. 
pool-rd., Southport, £11,932. 

South Shields.—Erection of shops in the Market 
Place, for Ravenseft Properties, Ltd., London. Archi- 
tects, L. H. Fewster & Partners, 22, Conduit-st., Lon- 
don, WI: *Sir Robert McAlpine & Sons, Star-bidgs., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Stalybridge.—Six shops and flats at Millbrook shop- 
ping centre, for BC: *James Ridyard & Sons, Ltd., 
Railway Sawmills, Ashton, £14,550. 

Stourbridge.—Six shops, flats and maisonettes at 
Pedmore Fields site, for TC: *A. J. Crump & Sons, 
Ltd., Aston-rd., Dudley (extension to contract). 
Sunderland.—198 houses at Castletown, for TC. 
Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, Grange House, Stockton-rd., 
Sunderland: *L. W. Evans, Ltd., Norfolk-st., Sunder- 
land. 


Tipton.—First stage of new depot at Brook-st., for 
TC: *F. J. Timmins, Ltd., Sedgley, £13,450. 

West Hartlepool.—Works for TC: *Wilson & Gam- 
mon, Ltd., Tower-st., West Hartlepool (6 houses); 
*F. M. Gibbon, Waldon-st., West Hartlepool (14 
houses); *Leslie & Co., Woodlands-rd., Darlington (22 
houses). 

Weymouth and Melcombe Regis.—24 flats and 14 
bungalows, Downclose estate, for BC. F. H. Clinch, 
BSc, MICE, MiMunE, BE, Pulteney-bldgs.: *J. C. 
Nicholls, Ltd., Court-la., Cosham, Hants, £56,340 
(subject to MOH & LG approval). 





A Coronation Column 


A brochure commemorating the unveil- 
ing of the Coronation column on the Speke 
housing estate, has been issued by the Unit 
Construction Co., Ltd., Speke Boulevard, 
Liverpool, 19. This firm has been respon- 
sible for the erection of over 4,000 of the 
dwellings on the estate. The Coronation 
column is in prestressed concrete. The shaft, 
49 ft. 34 in. high, is surmounted with a 
precast decorative feature and, with the 
crown, completes the sceptre form of an 
ornamental staff symbolising royal power. 
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